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1. Introduction

The first meeting, in 2025, of the Inter-Sector Coordination Group (ISCG) on issues of mutual interest took place on 12 February 2025, at ITU Headquarters, from 12:30 to 14:30 (CET). The meeting allowed remote participation and captioning through the Zoom platform.

The meeting was chaired by Mr Fabio Bigi (Italy), who welcomed the members of the group and highlighted to upcoming work on the Union’s Strategic and Financial Plans for 2028-2031 that will require cross-sectoral collaboration.

The ISCG Chair also welcomed the ITU Deputy Secretary-General, Mr Tomas Lamanauskas, who was invited to deliver opening remarks. The Deputy Secretary-General welcomed participants and highlighted the significance of the group's role in achieving organizational efficiency and maximizing impact, despite the increasing pressure for budgetary efficiency. He also mentioned ITU's 160th anniversary, and encouraged intersectoral coordination for 2025, emphasizing also contributions to the strategic and financial plans and upcoming events like WTDC, COP-30, WSIS+20, and AI for Good.

The meeting approved the Agenda as presented on document ISCG/25-1/01-R1. 

Documents presented and discussed during the meeting, including the list of participants, can be access through the ISCG webpage.

2. Main discussions
2.1 Approval of last meeting report	 

The Chair requested the secretariat to present the final report of the ISCG meeting held on 13 November 2024, for formal approval. There were no comments received. Document ISCG/25-1/02 was approved.
The secretariat informed the meeting that all Zoom accessibility features are currently being utilized to ensure inclusivity. Additionally, the meeting has been published on both the Events Portal and the Calendar of Events, as requested by the members. Work on harmonizing the website and documents is still in progress.
Members reiterated the need to accelerate the process related to the website harmonization and access to documents.
The ISCG secretariat also reminded members to register for the ISCG mailing list to receive updates and information related to the meetings.

2.2 Report on the implementation of PP-Resolution 191 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022)
The ITU secretariat presented the updates since the last meeting, such as follow-up actions that were executed as instructed by the ISCG members. 
The Inter-Sectoral Coordination Task Force (ISC-TF) meeting is scheduled for 6 March 2025 to review the 2024 report and set the priorities for the year. The secretariat encouraged the ISCG members to provide concrete suggestions for improving intersectoral coordination.
Document ISCG-25-1-03, containing the Chair’s proposal to update the ISCG Terms of Reference (ToR), was presented and approved. Key changes included updating the group's name, clarifying the roles of focal points and coordinators, and specifying the composition of the management team which will enter into force after the next Plenipotentiary Conference in 2026. The meeting agreed to replace the term ‘President’ by the term ‘Chair’.
The revised ToR will be updated on the ISCG website and sent to the Sectors’ advisory groups and the CWG-FHR for information, right after the meeting.

2.3 Reports from the Sectors’ advisory groups
2.3.1 [bookmark: _Hlk191299152]Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG)

No report was presented.

2.3.2 [bookmark: _Hlk191299651]Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG)

A Liaison Statement was presented containing pertinent updates to the work of TSAG on strategic planning based on the decisions of WTSA-24, and further analysis of the points raised in the first LS from TSAG for the meeting of Council Working Group on Strategic and Financial Plans (CWG-SFP) held in October 2024 (see document TSAG-LS-00001)

The ISCG Chair encouraged RAG and TDAG to take similar action, by proposing improvements to the Strategic and Financial Plans of the Union.

2.3.3 Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG)

No report presented.

2.4 Reports by themes
2.4.1 Accessibility

No report presented. TSAG informed Ms Andrea Sacks finished her mandate and the need to appoint a new coordinator.

The ISCG secretariat informed that, as agreed during the last meeting, a report has been submitted to the Council Working Group on Financial and Human Resources (CWG-FHR) including the discussions around the captioning services offer in ITU (see document CWG-FHR-20/2).

2.4.2 Climate Change

The Climate Change coordinator reported on ongoing work in ITU-T Study Group 5 related to climate change and artificial intelligence, highlighting the development of recommendations for net-zero transition, including the creation of an ITU database on global GHG emissions. Also, guidelines are being developed to assess the environmental impact of AI, considering both direct and indirect effects. The coordinator mentioned collaboration between ITU-T and ITU-D on these topics and emphasized the potential benefits of AI solutions in areas like agriculture and energy optimization, particularly for developing countries.

The RAG representative suggested creating a new intersectoral group to better coordinate work across sectors and share ideas. An informal meeting will be organized to further discuss this proposal, and the Climate Change coordinator will be invited to join the rapporteur group on energy-efficient broadcasting meeting. 

The presentation has been posted as ISCG-25-1-04.

2.4.3 [bookmark: _Hlk191300677]Virtual Meetings / Remote participation

The Coordinator for this theme, proposed to share the output of the CWG-FHR (Draft guidelines on the management of fully virtual and physical meetings with remote participation at ITU) with the Sectors’ advisory groups for feedback. 

The ISCG approved sending a Liaison Statement on the matter to the Sectors ‘advisory groups. See document ISCG-25-1-LSo.

The Coordinator also proposed there should be a common approach for the use of remote participation in ITU-T. In addition, he mentioned the need to discuss the implementation of remote participation policies at the TSAG meeting in May.
 
2.4.4 Sustainable Digital Transformation

Recognizing the ITU Digital Transformation and Cities Digest as a valuable and comprehensive resource on digital transformation, the Coordinator encouraged ITU-D, ITU-R and the General Secretariat to consider showcasing their activities in the publication. By contributing to the Digest, each Sector can enhance visibility, foster cross-sector collaboration, and provide a more holistic view of ITU’s work in this crucial area. 

2.4.5 Industry engagement

No coordinator nor focal points were proposed for this theme.

TDAG representative to consult with TDAG Chair on a potential volunteer for this theme. 

Dr. Mazar from ATDI volunteered to represent ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2. Additionally, the TSAG representative also expressed interest.

3. Mapping Tables

The ISCG secretariat informed that the Mapping of Resolution has been updated and published on the website, including WTSA-24 results.

Related to the Mapping Tables, updates will be done once ITU-T starts its new cycle after TSAG meeting in May 2025.

It was proposed to delete Table 3.1: Topics of mutual interests (ITU-D Questions - ITU-T Questions) from Mapping Table 3. The secretariat to consult ITU-T and ITU-D on this subject.

4. Future activities

The ISCG will present a report to the CWG-FHR and to the Sector’s advisory groups.

Taking into account overlaps with ITU-R, ITU-T and ITU-D meetings, the ISCG decided to convene the next meeting in conjunction with TSAG in May 2025, and subsequent meeting likely in autumn during the Council Working Groups cluster. Dates to be confirmed after consultations with the TSAG Chair and the ISCG Management Team.

5. Any other business

No issues raised.

6. Closure of the meeting

Mr Fabio Bigi, Chair of the ISCG, thanked the representatives from the three Sectors, and all the participants for their support. 

The Chair also thanked the Deputy Secretary-General for his active participation and support and extended his appreciation to the Secretariat for the assistance in preparing the meeting.
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