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	Purpose
This document summarizes the outcomes of the Nineteenth Meeting of the Internet Governance Forum, held from 15–19 December 2024 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
Action required
The Council Working Group on WSIS and the SDGs is invited to note this document.
_______________
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1 	IGF 2024 at a Glance
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The Internet Governance Forum (IGF) is a global multistakeholder platform that brings stakeholders together to discuss public policy issues related to the Internet. The forum is convened by the United Nations Secretary-General, in line with the mandate set out in paragraph 72 of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society. The IGF’s mandate was renewed in 2015 for 10 years. The Forum’s mandate will be subject to a review in 2025.
The 19th annual IGF meeting received a record number of 11,853 registered participants. At the IGF venue in Riyadh, 7,343 participants collected their badges and participated onsite in the meeting. Over 2,800 stakeholders participated online, making the total participation at the 19th annual IGF meeting over 10,143. 





2	IGF 2024 Highlights
Opening Ceremony
The meeting opened with remarks from the United Nations Under-Secretary-General and from the Minister of Communications and Information Technology of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
‘’Digital technology has fundamentally reshaped our world and holds enormous potential to accelerate human progress. But unlocking this potential for all people requires guardrails, and a collaborative approach to governance…. Dear friends, The Global Digital Compact also recognizes the Internet Governance Forum as the primary multistakeholder platform for discussing Internet governance issues. As the world implements the Compact, the work and voice of your Forum will be critical. Together, let’s keep building an open, free and safe Internet for all people. ‘’
 (United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. António Guterres)

’We are talking about a gap of compute capacity of about 63GW, where only a handful of nations can be able to deliver that. We are talking about a 10 million shortage between data scientists, cybersecurity professionals and AI professionals to close down the divide. And we are talking about 7.5 billion that will be left behind. Now, it is not about the Global North or the Global South, it is about all of us, eight out of ten people would be left behind in the intelligence age. And this is why this divide is relevant to all of us. If we did not achieve multilateralism and multistakeholderism in the past, we must agree on consensus in this IGF, and we need once again to tackle the algorithmic divide, the data and the compute divide. We need an algorithm to make sure that we are helpful, honest and harmless, to make sure that there is no bias that leaves anyone behind or an AI or a data scientist that is inserting and hard coding a guardrail to exclude any of us.’’
 (Minister of Communications and Information Technology of Saudi Arabia, H.E. Mr. Abdullah Alswaha)
[image: ]



Hybrid IGF 
The 19th IGF was held as a fully hybrid meeting, with participants joining onsite, in Riyadh, and online. With the overall objective of making participation in the meeting meaningful and inclusive for all attendees, the hybrid format included several features: 
● Through the IGF website serving as a primary entry point, all online participants, including those with active roles of speakers/moderators/rapporteurs were able to participate and contribute as those participating onsite.
 ● A 3D Venue was created as an equivalent to the onsite venue. As onsite participants, the online participants also had the opportunity to enter the meeting rooms and connect to the participating platform
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● The IGF Village booths, hosted by over 80 organizations at the venue, had their online equivalents.
● Remote hubs facilitated the participation of those unable to travel.
● Bilateral meetings could also be organized with online participation.
● A dedicated website landing page and adjusted mobile app were also made available to 
support easier navigation of the IGF 2024 content.
Involvement of UN Agencies
The Forum saw over 35 entities from the UN system, represented both as organisers and speakers in many sessions.




Thematic Approach 
The IGF 2024 themes were aligned closely with the areas the community prioritized through a traditional public call and as such reflective of the community expressed priorities. The programme’s structure aimed to encourage focused discussion that delves more deeply into specific issue areas thereby potentially leading to more focused outcomes.

3	Riyadh IGF Messages
The Riyadh IGF Messages provide a high-level overview for decision-makers of the most current thinking on key Internet governance and digital policy issues. They are sourced directly from over 300 sessions held during IGF 2024. Session organizers were invited to self-identify key takeaways at the end of their session as input for these messages. A set of draft messages, curated by the IGF Secretariat, are published for community review. The final IGF 2024 Messages will be published as part of the annual meeting’s outcomes. Riyadh IGF Messages are compiled for each of the four sub- themes, available on the IGF website.

4	Thematic Focus - IGF Community Sessions
Community-led sessions, including MAG-organized main sessions, as well as sessions organized by hundreds of other stakeholders, were built around the IGF 2024 sub-themes (selected on the basis of a public call for issues). Stakeholders were invited to submit session proposals under one of the four sub-themes:
● Advancing human rights and inclusion in the digital age 
● Enhancing the digital contribution to peace, development, and sustainability
 ● Harnessing innovation and balancing risks in digital space
● Improving digital governance for the Internet We Want

5	 IGF 2024 High-Level Leaders Track
Co-organized by the Host Country and UN DESA/IGF Secretariat, the IGF 2024 High-Level Leaders’ Track engaged experts and leaders from all stakeholder groups into discussions on a series of key questions such as trusted digital future, ethical AI governance, digital identities, WSIS+20, and protecting children online. The track saw participation of twenty-six high-level participants at ministerial level and over twelve vice ministers. Overall, over sixty-five high level experts took part in the track, with more than forty in an active role.




6	IGF 2024 Youth Track
The IGF 2024 Youth Track was composed of four capacity development workshops and a Global Youth Summit, all focused on governing AI. It was designed and co-organized by the Youth IGF coordinators, IGF Secretariat and several international youth-focused organizations.
Capacity development workshops
Four capacity development workshops were hosted in conjunction with the regional IGFs (EuroDIG in Lithuania, Youth LACIGF in Chile, APrIGF and African IGF in Ethiopia), focusing on particular aspects of AI governance, such as responsible use of large language models, capacity development, human rights implications and building a responsible AI governance ecosystem.

7 Annex A: IGF 2024 Statistics

Breakdown of Registrations 

The 19th IGF annual meeting gathered 7,194 participants onsite in Riyadh coming from 144 different UN member states2. Additional 2,800+ participated online, making the overall participation exceed 9,994. Below are the breakdowns by stakeholder and regional groups.
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Compared to IGF 2023, this year’s IGF saw a significant increase in the number of participants from the Governments, (+32%), and decrease in participation from civil society (-13%), as well as private sector (-12%) and technical community (-7%). There was an increase in representation of stakeholders from Africa (+3%) and decrease from GRULAC (-5%).
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