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Purpose

Share international best practices for coherent global standards on children’s rights in the digital environment.

Action required

This report is transmitted to the Council Working Group on Child Online Protection for information.

Council Working Group 
on child online protection
Twenty-second meeting – From 12 (p.m.) to 13 February 2025
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Children’s Rights in the Digital Environment

5Protecting Children’s Rights in the Digital Environment

https://5rightsfoundation.com/resource/know-your-rights/

https://5rightsfoundation.com/resource/know-your-rights/


International Landscape 

•United Nations (2024), Global Digital Compact

•International Telecommunication Union 

(2020), Guidelines for industry on Child Online 

Protection

•African Union (2024), Child Online Safety and 

Empowerment Policy

•OECD (2021), Recommendation of the Council on 

Children in the Digital Environment, and Guidelines 

for Digital Service Providers

•Global Privacy Assembly (2021), Resolution on 

Children Digital Rights

•UK (2021) Age-Appropriate Design Code

•IEEE 2089-2021, Standard for an Age Appropriate 

Digital Services Framework
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https://5rightsfoundation.com/resource/global-digital-compact/
https://www.unicef.org/media/90796/file/ITU-COP-guidelines%20for%20industry-%20%202020.pdf.
https://www.unicef.org/media/90796/file/ITU-COP-guidelines%20for%20industry-%20%202020.pdf.
https://5rightsfoundation.com/resource/protecting-africas-children-online-a-new-policy-framework/
https://5rightsfoundation.com/resource/protecting-africas-children-online-a-new-policy-framework/
https://legalinstruments.oecd.org/en/instruments/OECD-LEGAL-0389
https://legalinstruments.oecd.org/en/instruments/OECD-LEGAL-0389
https://legalinstruments.oecd.org/public/doc/272/5803627d-b49b-4894-8dbe-35f67fd10007.pdf
https://legalinstruments.oecd.org/public/doc/272/5803627d-b49b-4894-8dbe-35f67fd10007.pdf
https://globalprivacyassembly.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/20211025-GPA-Resolution-Childrens-Digital-Rights-Final-Adopted.pdf
https://globalprivacyassembly.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/20211025-GPA-Resolution-Childrens-Digital-Rights-Final-Adopted.pdf
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/childrens-information/childrens-code-guidance-and-resources/age-appropriate-design-a-code-of-practice-for-online-services/
https://5rightsfoundation.com/resource/ieee-2089-2021-standard-for-age-appropriate-digital-service-framework/
https://5rightsfoundation.com/resource/ieee-2089-2021-standard-for-age-appropriate-digital-service-framework/
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The Impact of Regulation



Towards Global Coherence

• Systemic, tech neutral and outcome-based.

• Respect children's rights (based on UNCRC and 

General comment No. 25) and best interests, 

including their right to participate.

• Corporate responsibility to design products with 

children in mind, taking into account their rights, 

needs, vulnerabilities, and evolving capacities.

• Privacy and safety by design and by default at the 

heart of product development, including risk 

assessment and mitigation (based on the 4Cs 

framework covering content, contact, conduct and 

consumer/contract risks).

• Accountability, transparency, and oversight.
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Thank you!

Marie-Ève Nadeau

marie-eve@5rightsfoundation.com
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