	[bookmark: _Hlk133422111][image: A black background with blue text

Description automatically generated]
	

 





	[bookmark: dmeeting][bookmark: dnum][bookmark: _Hlk133421839][bookmark: _Hlk133421856][bookmark: _Hlk133422370][bookmark: _Hlk133586559]Agenda item: PL 2
	Document C25/17-E

	[bookmark: ddate]
	6 June 2025

	[bookmark: dorlang]
	Original: English

	
	

	[bookmark: dsource]Report by the Secretary-General

	[bookmark: dtitle1]WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION SOCIETY DAY

	Purpose
This report provides an update on the implementation of Resolution 1416 (Document C23/114) on the theme for World Telecommunication and Information Society Day “Gender equality in digital transformation” and commemorations of ITU’s 160th anniversary.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to note the celebration of WTISD-25 and the 160th anniversary celebrations.
Relevant link(s) with the Strategic Plan
Communications and advocacy.
Financial implications
The WTISD and ITU160 activities of the ITU secretariat are financed by non-regular, extrabudgetary funds through direct sponsorship. Sponsorships are complemented by in-kind donations, events being hosted by third parties, and leveraging existing third-party events.
_______________
References
Council Resolution 1416 (C23); Resolution A/RES/60/252 of the United Nations General Assembly; Resolutions 30 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) and 68 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) of the Plenipotentiary Conference
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1	Background
1.1	World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (WTISD) has been celebrated annually on 17 May since 1969, marking the date of the founding of ITU and the signing of the first International Telegraph Convention in 1865. It was formally instituted by the Plenipotentiary Conference in Torremolinos, Malaga, in 1973. In recognition of ITU as the lead United Nations agency for information and communication technologies (ICTs), the World Summit on the Information Society in Tunis, November 2005, called on the United Nations General Assembly to proclaim 17 May as World Information Society Day (see paragraph 121 of the Tunis Agenda).
1.2	On 27 March 2006, the General Assembly adopted Resolution A/RES/60/252, proclaiming 17 May as World Information Society Day to focus global attention on the enormous benefits that the digital revolution in ICTs can bring to the world. That same year, the Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006) welcomed the General Assembly’s decision and amended Resolution 68 to invite the ITU Council to adopt a specific theme for each World Telecommunication and Information Society Day.
1.3	The theme of WTISD-25, as resolved by the ITU Council 2023 in Resolution 1416 (Document C23/114), is “Gender equality in digital transformation”, focusing on advancing gender equality in digital transformation. The theme highlights the urgent need to close digital gender gaps in access, affordability, skills, and leadership to ensure that women and girls can fully participate in —and benefit from— the digital future.
2	Commemoration of ITU’s 160th Anniversary and WTISD 2025
2.1	In 2025, ITU commemorates its 160th anniversary (ITU160) of advancing global connectivity, fostering multilateralism, innovation, economic growth, security and safety. ITU’s 160th anniversary activities, historic milestones, a vision for the future, advocacy kit and digital assets can be found on the ITU160 website.
2.2	The secretariat is organizing activities for ITU160 throughout the year, inviting the diplomatic and Geneva communities as well as the public, to explore how they have been #ConnectedByITU for over 160 years:
–	ITU160 New Year Reception, co-hosted with the Diplomatic Club Geneva; launch of the photo story exhibit “Not a Woman's Job?” at ITU Headquarters, 28 January
–	ITU160 Talk: Women in Tech, International Women’s Day, 7 March
–	Launch of the ITU160 Gender Champions initiative, International Women's Day, 8 March
–	ITU160 Talks: Girls in ICT Day 2025, Geneva, 24 April
–	International Girls in ICT Day 2025 celebration (24 April), a global celebration co-hosted by the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and the Arab States regions as a hybrid event, featuring a live link between Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, and Nouakchott, Mauritania
–	Online event: Space Connect Women Leaders Shaping the Future of Space, 24 April
–	ITU160 exhibit at World Expo 2025: ITU: 160 years of connecting the world, Osaka, Japan, 13-18 May
–	ITU160 Celebration in Paris, France, 14 May
–	ITU160 Light show on 160 years of technology for humanity, Geneva and webcast, 17 May
–	Online advocacy campaign focused on the theme of WTISD-25, gender-related ITU facts and figures, and highlighting the importance of closing the gender digital divide
–	ITU160 exhibit dedicated to 160 years of technology for humanity, Palexpo Geneva, 7‑11 July 
–	ITU160 Celebration Dinner, ITU Headquarters, 9 July
–	CinéTransat Open Air Cinema dedicated to ITU, screening E.T., Geneva, 17 July.
2.3	ITU members are also encouraged to commemorate ITU’s 160th Anniversary throughout 2025 and to share their WTISD and ITU160 activities happening throughout 2025 on the dedicated website. 
2.4	The secretariat is especially thankful to the ITU160 partners and supporters, visible on the ITU160 website, including:
–	ITU160 Platinum Partner: The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
–	Supporters: The Governments of Canada, France, and Romania, as well as the European Union.
–	Other non-governmental supporters and media partners. 
–	Specifically related to the theme of WTISD this year, the Government of Canada is partnering with ITU to bring ten young women (ages 18-25) from all over the world to Geneva to participate in the WSIS+20 High-Level Event, the AI for Good Global Summit, and ITU’s 160th Anniversary commemorations from 7 to 11 July 2025. Canada’s contribution will cover the cost of their travel and accommodation in Geneva. 
2.5	On 17 May, an outdoor event bringing the diplomatic and Geneva communities together featured a light show on the iconic ITU Tower to show and tell the story of ITU’s 160 years of technology for humanity. The event was live-streamed on ITU’s corporate social media for remote participation. Please refer to ITU160 light show page for more information. ITU members are invited to host the light show in their country to honour their contribution to the Union's shared story and help lay the foundation for the next 160 years. 
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