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	Purpose
This report summarizes the main results of the twenty-first and twenty-second meeting of the Council Working Group on child online protection (CWG-COP), held on 30 September to 1 October 2024 and on 12-13 February 2025 respectively, in accordance with ITU 2010 Council Resolution 1306 and Resolution 179 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to note the report.
Relevant link(s) with the Strategic Plan
Convening platforms, digital applications, development of policy framework and knowledge products.
Financial implications
Within the allocated budget 2024-2025.
_______________
References
Resolution 179 (Rev. Bucharest. 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference; CWG-COP website and Summary Reports of the twenty-first and twenty-second meetings.
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1	Introduction
1.1	The ITU Council Working Group on child online protection (CWG-COP) was established by Council Resolution 1306 (Mod. 2015), in accordance with Resolutions 179 of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (Rev. Bucharest, 2022). CWG-COP is open to all relevant stakeholders.
1.2	The Terms of Reference for CWG-COP are specified in Annex 1 of the outcome of the 1st meeting.
1.3.	Plenipotentiary Conference Resolution 179 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) requested the Council:
–	to continue the work of CWGCOP, in order to facilitate the membership's input and guidance on ITU's role in child online protection, and to serve as a platform for discussion and exchange of best practices; 
–	to facilitate the contribution and participation of all relevant stakeholders in the work of CWGCOP to ensure maximum collaboration in implementing this resolution; 
–	to encourage CWG-COP to liaise with the Council Working Group on international Internet-related public policy issues (CWG-Internet), as appropriate, in order to contribute in a mutually beneficial manner to fulfilment of work under the respective mandates of these Council working groups on the relevant issues; 
–	to encourage CWG-COP to liaise with ITU-D Study Group (SG) 2, sharing the outputs of CWGCOP meetings, to benefit the discussion of the relevant study question; 
–	to encourage CWGCOP to conduct online consultations with youth to listen to their views and opinions on different matters related to child online protection, prior to and during its meeting; 
–	to continue to make output documents related to child online protection issues publicly accessible without password protection.
2	CWG-COP activities
This document contains the Chair’s Summary Report of the two meetings of the CWG-COP held since the June 2024 session of the Council.
During this period, the work of the group focused on:
a)	Showcasing the results of the COP Global Programme and overall COP Initiative.
b)	Ensuring children’s voices are heard in child online protection efforts. 
c)	Engaging more the ICTs companies working in this field to ensure dialogue and knowledge sharing. 
d)	Promoting the work and the efforts of ITU membership and partners.
e)	Sharing best practices and exploring collaboration. 
2.1	CWG-COP held its twenty-first and twenty-second meetings of CWG-COP on 30 September and 1 October 2024 and 12-13 February 2025, respectively, at the ITU Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, in a hybrid format. 
2.2	The reports of the twenty-first and twenty-second meetings were provided by the Chair and Vice-Chair.
2.3	In the twenty-first meeting, the Group of 129 participants discussed the contributions and information documents received. Discussions focused on strengthening multi-stakeholder cooperation, enhancing child participation, and improving coordination with ITU study groups. Furthermore, a liaison statement from ITU-D Study Group 2 Question 3/2 and a liaison statement on SG17 acknowledged CWG-COP’s contributions and highlighted progress in addressing gaps in technical standards for child online protection.
The Chair emphasized the importance of industry engagement, child and youth input, and resource-sharing among members.
2.4	The main results of the meeting were:
–	The Chair welcomed youth input into ITU's child online protection work and praised the Secretariat for engaging children. He invited the Secretariat to share children's feedback on helplines with relevant parent organizations and the expert group of the Global Cybersecurity Index (GCI) for inclusion in child online protection questions. He also encouraged members to consider children’s inputs in related programs. 
–	The meeting agreed that ICT industry dialogues will shift to a less formal setting led by BDT, with ICT sector roundtables for enhanced engagement. The Secretariat presented a proposal at the next meeting. 
–	It was further agreed to maintain a comprehensive record of all contributions and information documents shared by members on the ITU COP website, accessible without a password. 
–	The meeting agreed that the outcomes of this meeting and the January 2025 CWG-COP meeting would be sent to ITU-D Study Group 2 Question 3/2 for consideration.
2.5	At the twenty-second meeting of the CWG-COP, the contributions and information documents received were discussed among the 191 participants. Key topics included concerns about the misuse of mobile phones in schools and technical solutions to manage children's excessive internet use and screen time, such as end-to-end encryption and age verification toolkits. Additionally, the meeting reaffirmed the importance of multi-stakeholder engagement in child online protection efforts, underscoring the need to involve industry in both the meeting agenda and broader initiatives.
2.6	The main results of the meeting were:
–	The meeting welcomed the Secretariat’s initiative to make all resources presented during CWG-COP meetings available on its dedicated website.
–	The meeting endorsed the proposed ITU Industry Connect: Quarterly Intersectoral Discussions on Child Online Protection series and congratulated ITU BDT on this initiative. The Secretariat confirmed that event registration will be accessible via the ITU COP website. Additionally, the Secretariat was invited to update the Concept Note based on feedback, including references to ITU Resolutions 179 and 67, engagement of children, accessibility through sign language, and regional participation. The requested edits will be implemented accordingly.
–	The meeting reaffirmed the importance of multi-stakeholder engagement in child online protection, emphasizing the need for industry participation in both the meeting agenda and broader COP initiatives.
–	The meeting expressed the expectation that the gap analysis report prepared by the Correspondence Group on Child Online Protection (CG-COP) would be discussed at the next meeting in October 2025. The group’s co-convener confirmed that the report is still being updated. It will be discussed in Study Group 17 in April 2025, before being presented to the next meeting of the CWG-COP.
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