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	Purpose
To revisit the proposal to liaise with the World Trade Organization regarding possible overlapping work. 
Action required
The Expert Group on the International Telecommunication Regulations is invited to consider this document.
References
Council Resolution 1379 (Terms of Reference) 
EG-ITRs-1/2; EG-ITRs-2/4; EG-ITRs-2/21
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This contribution is a revised version of EG-ITRs-2/4, which takes into account the outcome of the discussions that took place at the 26 February-2 March 2024 13th WTO Ministerial Conference.
Summary
In light of discussions that took place at the 26 February-2 March 2024 13th WTO Ministerial Conference, this contribution proposes that – pursuant to the collaboration agreement between ITU and WTO – a liaison statement be sent to WTO inviting collaboration with respect to matters of common interest, in particular on technical and regulatory and development matters concerning telecommunications that have arisen in the context of discussions on binding treaty-level provisions that are taking place in the WTO Joint Statement Initiative on e-commerce, such as security and spam. The ITU’s technical and regulatory expertise could assist participants in WTO meeting to ensure that the actual language in WTO agreements is consistent with the intended goals of the agreements, and that the language does not have unintended side-effects (for example, of inadvertently permitting targeted advertising when the intent is to combat spam).
Proposal
1. As noted in 1-8 of EG-ITRs-2/4, it may be appropriate for ITU to liaise with the World Trade Organization (WTO) regarding work in certain areas of common interest.
2. As noted in 1.13-1.18; 1.23-1.27; and 2.1-11.3 of EG-ITRs-1/2, there appear to be numerous overlaps between work carried out in the ITU and trade-related proposals regarding e-commerce and telecommunications are being proposed for discussion in the context of the World Trade Organization (WTO) work on e-commerce.
3. Regarding EG-ITRs-2/4, the report of the previous meeting of the EG-ITRs (document EG-ITRs-2/21) states under 4.1.2: “The contribution was noted. The Acting Chair proposed that no liaison statement would be sent to WTO for now, with the possibility to review this course of action later pending a release of a report by WTO on these discussions.”
4. Proposals for binding treaty-level texts regarding cybersecurity and spam were presented at the 26 February-2 March 2024 13th WTO Ministerial Conference[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  	WTO document INF/ECOM/85/Rev.1. The proponents include at least the 76 countries listed here: https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ecom_e/joint_statement_e.htm 
and likely the 86 listed here: https://wtoplurilaterals.info/plural_initiative/e-commerce/ ] 

5. Those proposals were not agreed, due to procedural issues, and because they were part of a broader package that was not agreed. 
6. However, active discussions on the matter continued in WTO[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  	https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news24_e/ecom_14mar24_e.htm 
https://insidetrade.com/daily-news/new-wto-e-commerce-text-amendments-key-issues-one-article-gone ] 

7. In light of the above, and in order to ensure cooperation in accordance with Article 1 of the Agreement between ITU and WTO, it is proposed that the Secretary-General send a liaison to WTO. A draft is proposed in the Annex to this contribution.


Annex 
From: Secretary-General, ITU
To: Director-General, WTO
Subject: Collaboration between WTO and ITU
The GATS Annex on Telecommunications mandates, in its Article 6, collaboration between the World Trade Organization (WTO) and ITU[footnoteRef:3]. Pursuant to that mandate, the two organizations have concluded a collaboration agreement[footnoteRef:4], pursuant to which the two organizations participate as observers in each others’ meetings and collaborate at the staff level on such activities as research, publications, conferences and workshops. [3:  https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/coher_e/wto_itu_e.htm ]  [4:  https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/S/C/11.pdf ] 

The collaboration agreement provides in particular that the ITU and the WTO shall cooperate in the discharge of their respective mandates in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement; that the ITU and the WTO shall identify areas of common interest within their respective mandates; that the ITU Secretariat shall be invited as an Observer to meetings of relevant WTO bodies where that body considers that matters of common interest to both organizations will be under discussion; that the WTO Secretariat shall make available to the ITU Secretariat the agenda of WTO meetings if the agenda includes a telecommunications matter that may be of interest to the ITU.
It has been brought to the attention of ITU that there appear to be numerous overlaps between work carried out in the ITU and trade-related proposals regarding e-commerce and telecommunications that are being proposed for discussion in the context of the WTO work on e-commerce, including in particular work on allocation and use of frequencies and numbers; access to infrastructure and interconnection; security; spam; open source software; universal service and net neutrality; regulatory body and licensing; recourse.
Pursuant to Annex of the Tunis Agenda, ITU is identified as a possible moderator/facilitator of the action lines С2. Information and communication infrastructure ; and C5. Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs. There are numerous activities and studies in the ITU regarding those action lines, and also regarding allocation and use of frequencies and numbers; spam; universal service and net neutrality; regulatory body and licensing.
Consequently, the ITU kindly requests that it be invited as an Observer to meetings of the WTO Joint Statement Initiative on e-commerce, and that the WTO Secretariat make available to the ITU Secretariat the agenda of those meetings, when they include a telecommunications matter that may be of interest to ITU, including in particular the matters referred to above, and this in order to ensure that ITU’s expertise in technical, regulatory and development matters concerning telecommunications is made available to participants in WTO meetings.
The ITU’s technical and regulatory expertise could assist participants in WTO meeting to ensure that the actual language in WTO agreements is consistent with the intended goals of the agreements, and that the language does not have unintended side-effects (for example, of inadvertently permitting targeted advertising when the intent is to combat spam).
We would also invite you to consider whether it would be useful and appropriate to envisage mutual briefing sessions, in which the respective work of the two organizations regarding these matters could be presented to their respective memberships, again in order to ensure that ITU’s expertise in technical, regulatory and development matters concerning telecommunications is made available to participants in WTO meetings.
And we would invite you to consider whether it would be useful and appropriate for WTO to transmit to ITU, for information and possible comment, drafts of texts on topics where ITU has specific technical expertise, such as information and communication infrastructure; building confidence and security in the use of ICTs; allocation and use of frequencies and numbers; spam; universal service and net neutrality; regulatory body; and licensing.
_____________________
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