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	Purpose
This document outlines written statements submitted by UNESCO, UN DESA, ESCWA on joint UN preparatory process on WSIS+20.
Action required
This report is transmitted to the Council Working Group on WSIS and the SDGs for information.
_______________
References
WSIS website; www.wsis.org/review 


[bookmark: _Hlk133421428]


Submitted by UNESCO
COUNCIL WORKING GROUP ON WSIS & SDGs
Wednesday, 2 October 2024
UNESCO notes (non verbatim)
General remarks
Ms President, 
Your excellencies,
	I would like to thank ITU for this opportunity to briefly share UNESCO’s contribution to this meeting of the Council Working Group on WSIS & SDGs.
	UNESCO believes the WSIS process has been instrumental in shaping the digital we live in today, particularly in helping us accelerate the progress towards the SDGs.
	Through its unique multistakeholder vision that emphasizes the need for the alignment and harmonization of local and regional initiatives with global frameworks, WSIS continues to hold a transformative power to reshape digital governance.
	UNESCO believes this power must be harnessed to advance a digital transformation that supports inclusive growth, improved governance, and a more equitable future for all.
UNESCO's role
	As the current rotating Chair of the UNGIS, UNESCO is proud to be contributing to these global efforts, together with our Vice Chairs ITU, UNDP, UNCTAD, and ECLAC, building on diverse mandates, strong expertise, and global reach to achieve our shared WSIS vision.
	At UNESCO, we’re committed to helping Member States develop digital policy and data governance frameworks that are inclusive, sustainable and human rights-based.
	We strongly believe that for the realization of this goal, capacity building is of crucial importance, particularly for public administrations, who hold the transformative power for modernized public service delivery, enhanced transparency, and increased citizen participation.
	As part of the Open Consultation Process for the WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event in 2025, we are happy to invite all of you to our upcoming Global Forum on "AI and Digital Transformation in the Public Sector" which will be held on 12-13 February 2025 at UNESCO HQ in Paris. This Forum, which will be organized in close co-operation with ITU, UNDP, UNCTAD, and UNDESA will also provide input to the overall review process of WSIS itself.
	We look forward to seeing many of you there.
	To conclude, let me reiterate that moving forward, UNESCO remain ready to support Member States in the implementation of the WSIS outcomes and the commitments of the Global Digital Compact, ensuring that our efforts do not duplicate each other, but rather build on existing frameworks and our joint efforts.
Thank you.
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—
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Distinguished delegates, 
Colleagues, dear participants, 
On behalf of UN DESA, I would like to thank our colleagues at ITU for this unique opportunity to address delegates here.  
First, I would like to recall the remarks made by the Under-Secretary-General of UN DESA, USG Mr Li Junhua, at the WSIS Forum in May this year, when he highlighted: 
Digital technologies are the backbone of the SDGs. 
They directly contribute to achieving around 70 per cent of SDG targets and hold vast potential for accelerating achievement of the remaining 30 per cent .
Member States increasingly recognize the critical role of ICTs for sustainable development.
At the recent Summit of the Future, and with the adoption of the Pact for the Future and the Global Digital Compact, we see increasing emphasis on bridging the digital divides and maximizing digitalization benefits. 
UN DESA has also been a vocal and action champion for leveraging the transformative potential of ICTs in sustainable development. 
But we also recognize that collaboration and partnerships will be critical to this effort.
That brings me to invite all delegates and stakeholders to join us at the 19th meeting of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) in Riyadh, hosted by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, on 15-19 December. 
Certainly, the 19th IGF will exemplify multilateral and multistakeholder collaboration. 
Its theme, “Building Our Multistakeholder Digital Future” very much put emphasis for fostering a robust multistakeholder digital ecosystem at all levels. The IGF is also supported by a robust network of over 170 National and Regional IGF Initiatives – or NRIs.
Distinguished delegates,  
As was the case for the WSIS+10 review in 2015, UN DESA will provide and coordinate secretariat support for the review process, in close coordination with the United Nations Group on the Information Society (UNGIS), currently chaired by UNESCO. 
The review modality is clear -- GA Resolution 70/125 requests the General Assembly to hold a high-level meeting on the overall review of the implementation of the outcomes of the WSIS+20, involving the input and participation of all stakeholders, including in the preparatory process, to take stock of progress on the outcomes of the World Summit and identify both areas of continued focus and challenges
I would like to share a few milestones here, that DESA will support in close coordination with the UNGIS, including:
–	Convene an ad-hoc “WSIS+20 Steering Committee” through UNGIS, in order to ensure full coordination of the UN system and stakeholders. 
–	Produce a series of issues papers and policy briefs, on the past 20 years’ progress on the outcomes of WSIS and more importantly, to identify areas of continued focus and challenges. 
–	Support the President of General Assembly in all preparation leading to WSIS+20 High Level Meeting in the third quarter of 2025. 
–	Issue calls for written inputs and submissions and will also coordinate regional and thematic consultations among Regional Commissions and UN agencies. 
–	Support the Office of the OGA in issuing a non-paper for public consultation.
–	Support the informal consultation of the outcome of WSIS+20 
UN DESA will make all efforts to align related outputs, including the WSIS+20 roadmaps of CSTD, ITU and UNESCO, UNDP’s digital strategy, consultation sessions of the Regional Commissions, as well the outcomes of the Summit of the Future including the Pact for the Future and the Global Digital Compact. 
UN DESA looks forward to work with all member states, UN agencies and our diverse stakeholders for a successful WSIS+20 review process and outcome.
Thank you. 


Submitted by ESCWA
ESCWA role in:
A.	Inception of the WSIS 2003 and 2005.
Implementation support and follow up on WSIS and IGF since 2006 till today.
Establishing Regional plan of Action on information society in 2005-2009 and regional profiles from 2007 till 2015.
Inception of Arab IGF in 2009 till today.
B. 	From 2015 onwards; Upgrading of the ESCWA LAS strategic approach since 2015 till today to intersect the notion of information society and 11 action lines with the 2030 agenda and its SDGs —> a process of Digital Development starting 2016 onwards till today, and developing Regional and National Digital Development Reports.
Inception of Arab HL Forum on WAIS & 20230 agenda since 2017 till today.
C.	Accompanying the digital cooperating notion from inception in 2019 till the adoption of GDC last month.
D.	In 2021 organizing an interim UNGIS Vice chairs meeting as a pre-event to DCDF2021, that included an Arab WSIS Forum and an Arab IGF.
In 2024, organizing an Arab consultative conference on WSIS+20 and GDC processes, on 22 May 2024, that included a survey on WSIS+20 Review, and GDC. The conference resulted in an Outcome Document with key recommendations to governments regarding both processes.
Participating in WSIS HLE in Geneva 26-30 May.
In June-September 2024, assisting ESCWA member states in understanding and unifying positions vis-a-vis GDC negotiations.
E.	Organizing the second edition of DCDF during 3-6 Nov. 2024, in Amman. Potentially preceded by another interim UNGIS and UNRCs meeting as a pre-event to DCSF2024. DCDF2024 will contain the 1st HL Conference on Arab Digital Agenda; 4th HL Forum on WSIS & 2030 Agenda; and the 7th Arab IGF.
F.	ESCWA is ready for the last mile from GDC to WSIS+20, to substantively contribute to WSIS-GDC matrix. and so-called WSIS+ process behind 2025; and also to unify positions and support member states negotiations of WSIS+20 during 2025.


______________
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