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	Purpose
As the Presidency of the Group of 20 (G20) during 2024, this is an Information Document prepared by Brazil to report the outcomes of the Digital Economy Working Group (DEWG) of the Group of 20 (G20).
Action required
This report is transmitted to the CWG-WSIS & SDGs for information.
_______________
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This report aims to inform the Members of the ITU Council and other interested parties of the work conducted by the Digital Economy Working Group (DEWG) of the Group of 20 (G20) from 1 December 2023, to 30 November 2024, Brazil holds the Presidency of G20. 
The G20 is a forum that brings together countries with some of the world's largest economies. Member States meet annually to discuss economic, political, and social initiatives. The Group has established itself as one of the leading forums for international economic cooperation, with its terms of reference based on the agreement reached by leaders at the Pittsburgh Summit in September 2009. 
The Group is currently composed of 21 members, eight invited countries. There are three general priorities for Brazil's G20 Presidency this year:
–	combating hunger, poverty, and inequality;
–	the three dimensions of sustainable development (economic, social, and environmental); and
–	reforming international governance.
In the G20 Digital Economy Working Group, we adopted the approach that digital inclusion is a dimension of social inclusion, with its transformative power, by generating jobs and income in the economy, providing access to digital government services, and enabling active social participation. Specifically, four thematic areas were explored this year:
–	digital inclusion, universal and meaningful connectivity;
–	digital government: building a reliable and inclusive digital public infrastructure;
–	information integrity in digital environments and trust in the digital economy, and
–	artificial intelligence for sustainable development and reducing inequalities.
The work of the G20 DEWG during the Brazilian Presidency concluded on 13 September 2024, with the approval of the G20 Maceió Ministerial Declaration on Digital Inclusion for All.
Brazil invited the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) to be the knowledge partner of the G20 DEWG for the issue of Digital Inclusion, Universal and Meaningful Connectivity, which had the objective to address the following questions which are reflected in the work carried out by the Group and in the Brazilian Presidency outcomes:
–	Would it be possible to reach an agreement on guidelines for a set of comparable indicators and metrics that contribute to overcoming existing gaps in digital connectivity?
–	Can we identify a set of applications aimed at improving users' perception of the importance of meaningful connectivity (such as in education, health, and digital government services, among others)?
–	What types of innovative financing mechanisms could be facilitated by plurilateral and multilateral financial institutions to accelerate progress towards the goal of universal and meaningful connectivity by 2030?
Our aim was to make significant progress in "connecting the unconnected" and ensuring that "no one is left behind”, especially considering that approximately one-third of the world’s population remains unconnected. This is often due to a lack of sufficient, affordable and meaningful digital connectivity infrastructure.
The Brazilian presidency of the G20 DEWG, in partnership with the ITU, developed a working document and held several workshops and seminars for G20 DEWG delegates. Together, it was possible to reach a consensus on how we measure meaningful connectivity, as well as to mobilize G20 members in support of the Digital Infrastructure Investment Initiative (the DIII).
When looking at the deliverables produced by the G20 DEWG this year, these are the essential products which were delivered by the Brazilian Presidency of the G20 DEWG in 2024:
–	Product 1: Universal and meaningful connectivity: A framework for indicators and metrics
–	Product 2: Compendium on Data Access and Sharing Across the Public Sector and with the Private Sector for Public Interest
–	Product 3: Mapping the Information Integrity Debate and Informing the Agenda of the G20
–	Product 4: Possible Approaches to Promoting Information Integrity and Trust in the Digital Environment
–	Product 5: Mapping the Development, Deployment and Adoption of AI for Enhanced Public Services in the G20 Members
–	Product 6: Toolkit for Artificial Intelligence Readiness and Capacity Assessment.
All of these documents, along with the G20 Digital Economy Ministers´ Declaration, can be downloaded from the official G20 website: https://www.g20.org/en/tracks/sherpa-track/digital-economy.
It is worth noting that the ITU played a leading role in developing many of these documents. It also actively participated during the discussions and events carried out this year, which included the participation of the Secretary-General, Ms Doreen Bogdan-Martin, during the Ministerial meeting held in Maceió in September.
The Brazilian Administration is convinced that the work conducted this year in the G20 DEWG will have a lasting impact on current and future discussions in Universal and Meaningful Connectivity, Digital Public Infrastructure, Information Integrity and Artificial Intelligence.
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