	[image: ]
	

 


Council Working Group
on WSIS & SDG
Fortieth meeting – From 1 February (p.m.) to 2 February 2024

	[bookmark: dmeeting][bookmark: dnum][bookmark: _Hlk133421839][bookmark: _Hlk133421856][bookmark: _Hlk133422370][bookmark: _Hlk133586559]
	Document CWG-WSIS&SDG-40/6

	[bookmark: ddate]
	20 December 2023

	[bookmark: dorlang]
	English only

	
	

	[bookmark: dsource]Contribution by the secretariat

	[bookmark: dtitle1]INTERAGENCY COORDINATING MECHANISM: 
UNITED NATIONS GROUP ON THE INFORMATION SOCIETY (UNGIS)

	Purpose
This document provides updates on the activities of the United Nations Group on the Information Society (UNGIS).
Action required
The Council Working Group on WSIS and the SDG is invited to note this document.
____________________________________
References
CWG-WSIS&SDG website;  UNGA Resolutions A/RES/70/125, A/RES/70/1, A/RES/77/150; UN ECOSOC Resolution E/RES/2022/15; PP-10 Resolution 172 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010); PP-22 Resolution 140 (Bucharest, 2022); Council Resolution 1332 (Modified 2023); Council Resolution 1334 (Modified 2023); World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)+20: WSIS beyond 2025 - WSIS+20 Roadmap; www.wsis.org/forum; www.ungis.org. 
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UNGIS was endorsed by the CEB in April 2006, and it serves as an interagency mechanism to coordinate substantive policy issues facing the United Nations system’s implementation of the Geneva Plan of Action and Tunis Agenda for the Information Society adopted by the World Summit on the Information Society, thereby contributing to improving policy coherence in the UN system, as requested by the 2005 World Summit.  UNGIS members, comprises of 38 UN Agencies, have been actively contributing to inter-agency digital for development processes, emphasizing the significance of information and communication technologies for achieving the global goals. It serves as an existing, well-functioning UN system's inter-agency mechanism for digital cooperation.
An UNGIS meeting was organised by the UNGIS co-chairs, ITU and UNDP, on 11 October entitled "WSIS Action Lines for Advancing the Achievement of SDGs" at the IGF 2023 in Kyoto, Japan. The discussions included the following: UNGIS stance on the WSIS+20 review process and beyond 2025; (ii) leveraging UNGIS to facilitate stakeholder participation in the WSIS+20 process; (iii) inclusion of all UN agencies with an emphasis on enhancing their active involvement; (iv) overview of the UNGIS workplan and its key components; and (v) exploring the role of UNGIS in utilising a joint SDG digital window for effective implementation.
The co-facilitators of the Global Digital Compact (GDC), Her Excellency Ms. Anna Karin Eneström, Permanent Representative of Sweden to the United Nations, and His Excellency Mr. Chola Milambo, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Zambia to the United Nations engaged with the UNGIS members in a briefing that took place on 7 December 2023, from 10:00 to 11:15 CET at the ITU Headquarters, providing updates on the Roadmap to the Global Digital Compact. 
The meeting noted that UNGIS and WSIS stand ready to support the GDC process. UNGIS members highlighted the importance of effective alignment and coordination between the WSIS+20 review process and the GDC process to avoid duplication and look at synergies. The discussions underscored the need for concrete outcomes and actionable items addressed in the GDC, with a focus on implementation on the ground. Furthermore, there was a notable acknowledgment of the enduring relevance of WSIS Action Lines, established two decades ago, and its robust framework for steering digital progress.
As the co-chair of UNGIS, ITU along with UNDP (for the period 2023-2024) had coordinated the UNGIS contribution to the GDC online consultation. 
ITU continues to provide secretariat support to UNGIS and maintains the official UNGIS website at www.ungis.org. The website features UNGIS members’ activities related to the WSIS+20 review. 
_____________________
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