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	Purpose
This document highlights the updates on the preparation towards the WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event, including the open consultation process and calls to action.
Action required
The Council Working Group on WSIS and the SDG is invited to note this document and contribute actively towards the WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event preparatory process and all calls for action.
____________________________________
References
CWG-WSIS&SDG website;  UNGA Resolutions A/RES/70/125, A/RES/70/1, A/RES/77/150; UN ECOSOC Resolution E/RES/2022/15; PP-10 Resolution 172 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010); PP-22 Resolution 140 (Bucharest, 2022); Council Resolution 1332 (Modified, 2023); Council Resolution 1334 (Modified, 2023); WSIS+10 Statement on the Implementation of the WSIS Outcomes; WSIS+10 Vision for WSIS beyond 2015; Final WSIS Targets Review; WSIS+10 Report; ITU’s Ten Year Contribution to the WSIS Implementation and Follow-up (2005-2014); World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)+20: WSIS beyond 2025 - WSIS+20 Roadmap; WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event.
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The WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event will take place from 27 to 31 May 2024 in Geneva, Switzerland with remote participation. The high-level event is co-hosted by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the Swiss Confederation. It is jointly co-organized by the ITU, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), in collaboration with more than 35 UN agencies.
Preparations towards the WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event are ongoing. The WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event will serve as a platform to review the progress, achievements, challenges, and opportunities of the WSIS follow-up process since the Geneva Plan of Action in 2003.
Open Consultation Process (OCP)
Central to its principle of multistakeholderism, all stakeholders are encouraged to submit their views, suggestions, and recommendations to shape the high-level event's agenda and programme through the Open Consultation Process (OCP) online form. The deadline for submissions is 31 January 2024. Consultative meetings to facilitate discussion among stakeholders were/and will be held with the following details:
· First Meeting of the OCP, 11 October 2023, 11:00-12:00 JST/UTC+9)/04:00-05:00 (CEST/UTC+2). The meeting took place at the IGF 2023 in Kyoto, Japan. Kindly see more details here.
· Second Meeting of the OCP, 13 December 2023, 14:00-15:00 (CET/UTC+1), Room L, ITU Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland with remote participation. Kindly see more details here.
· Registration for on-site participation
· Registration for virtual (remote) participation
· Final Brief on the WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event, 15 February 2024, 14:00-15:00 (CET/UTC+1), Room L, ITU Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland with remote participation. 
· Special WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event Session, 26 March 2024, 14:00-15:00 (CET/UTC+1), Room A, ITU Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland with remote participation.
Calls to Action:
· OCP Submission Form on the agenda and programme of the WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event
· WSIS Fund in Trust 2024
· WSIS Prizes 2024
· WSIS Photo Contest 2024

Participation
The WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event is open to all stakeholders from representatives across international organizations, civil society, academia, and the technical community working in the area of digital for development. The high-level event is expected to welcome high-level officials, including Head of States, Ministers, Ambassadors, Mayors, CEOs, Heads of Civil Society organisations, and other leaders. 
Format
The WSIS+20 Forum High Level Event will take place in Geneva, Switzerland with remote participation. The five-day high-level event’s sessions will take place from Monday to Wednesday at the International Conference Centre Geneva (CICG), and on Thursday and Friday, the sessions will be hosted at the ITU Headquarters. 
The high-level event will have an innovative format, drawing inspiration from an engaging and interactive style ensuring active participation of all stakeholders. Kindly submit your ideas on innovative formats to the OCP.
Agenda and Programme
The agenda and programme of the WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event are built through the OCP. The programme of the high-level event will cover a range of themes, highlighting the 20-year achievements of WSIS implementation, presenting case studies on digital for development, and showcasing the role of ICTs in achieving the global goals. The high-level event will feature high-level panels, interactive sessions, WSIS Action Lines sessions, the WSIS Prizes ceremony, exhibitions, and open space sessions at the SDG stage, providing participants with opportunities to dive into innovative solutions, exchange best practices, and forge partnerships that contribute to the continuous evolution of the global digital landscape. 
Registration
Details of the registration will be made available on the website. All stakeholders are encouraged to secure accommodation as soon as possible.
Note:
Kindly note that the AI for Good Global Summit 2024 will take place from 30 to 31 May 2024 in CICG, Geneva, Switzerland. 
____________________
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