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	Purpose
Proposed Theme for the 2026 World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (WTPF)
Action required by the Council
The council is invited to consider and approve the theme proposed by this contribution to the WTPF-26
__________________
References
Council document C24/36; Resolution 2 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) and Resolution 218 (Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference
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Introduction:
In accordance with Resolution 2 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), the World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (WTPF) shall continue discussing and exchanging views and information on the new and emerging telecommunication/ICT services and technologies with policy and regulatory impacts, especially regarding global and cross-sectoral issues.
As per Resolution 218 (Bucharest, 2022), regarding ITU's role in the implementation of the "Space2030" Agenda, ITU was asked by the 2022 ITU Plenipotentiary Conference to explore how we can leverage space and space-based applications for the collective benefit of humanity and to advance the UN SDGs.
The WTPF-26 aims to delve into the opportunities and collaborative endeavors necessary to propel this new era in space communications and related activities. Aligned with the "Space 2030" Agenda framework, the WTPF-2026 could be perceived as platform to discuss maximizing the benefits of space and space-based applications for the betterment of humanity.
Discussion:
In the pursuit of enhancing global socioeconomic development and fostering sustainable progress, it is imperative to harness the potential of space technology and exploration. This entails harnessing space-based services across various sectors to advance the SDGs, such as expanding broadband connectivity to remote or underserved communities and facilitating climate action. Additionally, enhancing access to space for all and promoting international cooperation, partnerships, and collaboration are essential to harnessing the socioeconomic benefits derived from space science and technology applications. This approach ensures the peaceful and responsible utilization of space connectivity. Simultaneously, it fosters a sustainable ecosystem conducive to the development and deployment of next-generation space technologies and initiatives."
Furthermore, in accordance with the report by the Secretary-General (Document C24/36), the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Space2030 Agenda during its seventy-sixth session in October 2021. This agenda outlines four overarching objectives: boosting space economy for sustainable development, safety using space to address daily challenges and enhance innovation, ensuring equitable access to space benefits for all, and fostering international partnerships for peaceful space governance.
Lastly, according to Resolution 218 (Bucharest, 2022), the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference instructed the ITU Council to consider ITU's work on the implementation of the 'Space2030' Agenda and related activities, and invited Member States and Sector Members to actively participate in supporting the achievement of the SDGs through the implementation of the 'Space2030' Agenda.
Proposals:
We propose that the theme for WTPF-26 to be “Space for Connectivity and Sustainable Development”. Potential sub-themes for discussion at WTPF-26 include:
(1)	Harnessing space-based services across various sectors to advance the SDGs, such as expanding broadband connectivity to remote or underserved communities and facilitating climate action.
(2)	Identifying and advocating for tools and measures that can accelerate space-based activities, thereby driving global economic prosperity.
(3)	Cultivating a sustainable ecosystem conducive to the development and deployment of next-generation space technologies and initiatives.
(4)	Exploring avenues for technology and knowledge transfer, along with international cooperation, to support the space ambitions of countries and ensure equitable access to the opportunities presented by space connectivity, based on respect and full observance to national laws.
(5)	Strengthen tools and platforms for international cooperation, governance of outer space activities, development of international regulations in the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, in line with international law.
(6)	Examining innovative approaches and technologies for actively removing space debris from Earth’s orbit.
(7)	Exploring the opportunities and challenges faced by governments in regulating, promoting, and harnessing space-based technologies for sustainable development
_________________
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