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	Purpose
This contribution provides an update on Pacific Islands Forum telecommunications/ICT-related processes, including the Pacific ICT Ministerial Dialogue and resulting development activities, from June 2023 to June 2024.
Action required by the Council
Council is invited to consider this update on ICT-related Pacific intergovernmental processes, and encourage ITU members to take note of the identified priorities when collaborating with their Pacific counterparts in the coming years.
__________________
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Introduction
In August 2023, Papua New Guinea hosted the Pacific ICT Ministerial Dialogue, under the auspices of the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF), and with the support of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT). The dialogue brought together 14 countries and territories from across the Pacific region to foster collaboration, discuss challenges, and chart a course for the digital future of the region. 
The key outcome of the event was the signing of the Lagatoi Declaration on Digital Transformation of the Pacific (the Lagatoi Declaration, which was subsequently endorsed by the PIF at its the 52nd session. A newly established Pacific ICT Correspondence Group is taking forward the Lagatoi Declaration through the development of a Pacific ICT and Digital Transformation Action Plan with supporting governance arrangements. 
Further, an ITU-delivered study supported by Australia has recently commenced to assess the unique telecommunications/ICT needs of the Pacific, develop project proposals based on report findings, and examine options to strengthen ITU’s ability to implement programs in the Pacific region.
Discussion
Australia commends Pacific administrations for their work throughout 2023 and 2024 to advance shared digital transformation goals through the Pacific ICT Ministerial Dialogue and Lagatoi Declaration. Continued work under these processes will strengthen Pacific Island Countries’ collective voice at international and regional fora, as well as support increased collaboration and cooperation to address unique ICT challenges in the Pacific. 
Pacific ICT Ministerial Dialogue and Lagatoi Declaration
From 28 to 29 August 2023, Communications and ICT Ministers from Australia, Fiji, Cook Islands, Kiribati, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu met at the Pacific ICT Ministerial Dialogue in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea.
The Dialogue brought together the diverse nations of the Pacific to take stock of shared challenges, opportunities and aspirations. The Dialogue concluded with ministers signing the Lagatoi Declaration, which charts a shared path toward digital transformation in the Pacific, with a focus on six priority areas:
1. Digital Transformation
2. Digital Innovation and Entrepreneurship
3. Digital Infrastructure
4. Digital Security and Trust
5. Digital Capacity Building and Skills Development
6. Regional Cooperation and Representation
The Lagatoi Declaration resolves to strengthen existing regional governance structures, and instructs Senior Officials to develop a Pacific ICT and Digital Transformation Action Plan, supported by a dedicated secretariat. Progress and implementation of the Action Plan will be reviewed at the next Pacific ICT Ministerial Dialogue, to be held in New Caledonia in 2025.
Pacific ICT Correspondence Group
A Pacific ICT Correspondence Group is meeting regularly in order to give effect to the Lagatoi Declaration. The Group is currently developing a draft Pacific ICT and Digital Transformation Action Plan and supporting governance arrangements.
ITU Pacific Feasibility Study
The Pacific is a geographically, culturally and linguistically diverse region with unique needs and varying levels of ICT development. Australia is working closely with Pacific ITU Member States and ITU to respond to identified Pacific priorities. With ITU, Australia has initiated the Feasibility study on addressing the special telecommunications/ICT needs of the Pacific Small Island Developing States, which started in January 2024. Project funding is from Australia’s annual voluntary contribution to ITU and ITU’s ICT Development Fund (ICT-DF).
The project will:
· provide direct technical assistance to Pacific ITU Member States
· develop a report on the status, needs assessment, and telecommunications/ICT priorities of the Pacific
· develop programs/projects based on report findings
· examine options to strengthen ITU’s ability to provide tailored support for the Pacific region in the ICT sector.
Proposal
Australia invites ITU Council to consider and acknowledge the ongoing work of the PIF and Pacific ICT Correspondence Group to progress digital transformation in the region.
In addition, Australia encourages ITU members to be aware of the telecommunications/ICT-related priority areas identified in Lagatoi Declaration and national/regional/global digital transformation initiatives already underway when collaborating with Pacific counterparts in the coming years.
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