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	Purpose
This contribution sets out high level positions on the ITRs, relevant to the work of the Expert Group on the ITRs and proposals on working methods.
Action required
The document is submitted to EG-ITRs for discussion and consideration of the working methods.
____________________________________
References
Council Resolution 1379 (MOD 2023) (document C23/121)
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Review of the International Telecommunication Regulations and working methods of the EG ITRs
Background and high level position
1. Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Romania, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom welcome the opportunity to make a contribution to the first meeting of the Expert Group on the International Telecommunications Regulations (ITRs), based upon the modification to the Resolution 1379 approved by the 2023 Council session. We are pleased also that the Group will produce a report that reflects new trends, empirical data and the relevance of the ITRs. This will be of utmost importance in order to allow Council, and then the Plenipotentiary Conference, to understand fully the issues involved, the areas of agreement and the differences of view. 
1. We hope that our discussions will be focused on the current use of the ITRs and the proportion of global telecommunication services which now rely on the ITRs. We are pleased that the Terms of Reference of the Group focus on empirical data, new trends and practical applicability and relevance of the ITRs.
1. We are pleased that this EG ITRs will consider the work on the previous two Expert Groups. 
1. We would like to thank all of those who contributed to the work of the Expert Group (2019 – 2022). There were around 40 contributions, mostly from Member States, but also from Sector Members from all ITU regions and the Group undertook detailed discussion and consideration. That group did a provision-by-provision analysis of the ITRs, considering the applicability in fostering the provision and development of networks and services, as well as the flexibility to accommodate new trends and emerging issues. The Group found that there was still a wide range of views on the ITRs. 
1. We also note the findings of the first EG ITRs (2016 – 2018):
· the Group did not find any examples of any issues or “real-world” difficulties that have arisen from differences between the 2012 and the 1988 texts
· the Group found that there could not be a conflict between the 2012 and 1988 texts because the Vienna Convention would always make it clear which provisions apply
· the Group heard that a very large proportion of operators no longer use the ITRs and instead rely on commercial arrangements.
1. We hope that the work of this Expert Group will build on the previous two Expert Groups and contribute to further better understanding of the topic. 
1. We wish to draw the Expert Groups attention to the fact that developing countries, in particular, continue to face significant challenges in terms of investment, affordability and capacity, and there are several projects at the ITU level which aim at bridging the existing divides. We remain unconvinced that new treaty-level provisions will help any country build an enabling environment to attract investment. Especially in the current economic situation of the organization, holding a treaty-making, inter-governmental negotiation would squander the scarce resources of the organization and of the administrations, instead of focusing on developing capacities, infrastructure and affordable connectivity.
1. We further wish to highlight to the group that we did not sign the 2012 ITRs as there continuously is no practical and legal need to do so. Along with many other countries, we remain signatories to the 1988 ITRs. Our view remains that holding another WCIT would cause great uncertainty for many years, which could actually hinder the investment that we all need to see. It is not clear that a third set of ITRs would attract consensus agreement, and this could put at risk the ITU’s good reputation. 
Suggestion towards the working methods of the EG ITRs
1. We suggest that the first meeting EG ITRs agrees a Work Plan that fully reflects the Terms of Reference as set out in Resolution 1379 approved by the 2023 Council session.
1. We suggest that the group encourages contributions from diverse stakeholders, including, but not limited to, Member States, Sector Members and the Directors of the Bureaux.
1. We suggest that one of the core activities should cover a call for evidence for empirical data on the current use of the ITRs by operating agencies and/or administrations and the proportion of global telecommunication services which now rely on the ITRs, followed by a detailed consideration thereof based upon submitted contributions and reflected in the respective reports.
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