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	Purpose
The document provides and update on the implementation of the WSIS process at the regional level in 2023 in collaboration with the Regional Offices, UN Regional Commissions, and other regional bodies. 
Action required
Members are invited to note the document and explore the regional input towards alignment of WSIS and SDG processes.
____________________________________
References
· The United Nations General Assembly Overall Review on WSIS (Res. A/70/125) calling for a close alignment between the WSIS Process and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (Res. A/70/1)
· The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Resolution 2022/15 on Assessment of the progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society
· Reporting on the implementation of the WTDC-22 Kigali Action Plan (including regional initiatives), and contribution to the implementation of the WSIS Plan of Action and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”
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The WSIS Process at the Regional level is coordinated and effectively implemented by the UN Regional Commissions, ITU Regional Offices, Regional Technical Organizations in close collaboration with other UN Agencies. WSIS Secretariat is working closely with stakeholders at the regional level to leverage their participation in the WSIS process. 
In line with the General Assembly Resolution A/70/125, the UN Regional Economic Commissions continue their work in the implementation of WSIS and their contribution to the reviews thereof, including through regional reviews organised in collaboration with ITU and other UN Agencies.
ITU is working in collaboration with the UN Regional Commissions and other regional organisations to hold regional WSIS reviews, exploring the implementation of WSIS Action Lines and SDGs in the regions. These reviews serve as a platform to assess the national implementation of WSIS Action Lines and SDGs. ITU Regional Offices are also working together towards building the agenda and the programme of the annual WSIS Forum.
At the WSIS Forum 2023, the UN ECA organised a session on Cybersecurity at the center of digital transformation in Africa, 13 March 2023, 14:00-14:45 CEST. UN ESCAP was appointed as the Chair of the WSIS UN Regional Commissions group for 2023-2024.
WSIS Stocktaking and WSIS Prizes continue to have coordination activities related to exchange of promotion and databases with the regions. Following the WSIS Stocktaking Regional Reports 2014-2016, 2017-2018, 2019-2020, and 2021-2022, the new bi-annual regional reports covering the period 2023-2024 will be produced and presented at the WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event in 2024. The intention is to keep reflecting accumulative effort made in the regions of Africa, Americas, Arab States, Asia and Pacific, CIS, and Europe.
ITU Regional offices are strengthening multistakeholder collaboration at the regional level to facilitate the implementation of WSIS. The ITU Telecommunications Development Conference (WTDC) held in Kigali in June 2022 approved a new set of Regional Initiatives for the period 2023-2025. The Regional Initiatives outlined in the Kigali Action Plan address specific needs for each major region of the world to advance and accelerate digital transformation. A number of these regional initiatives refer to sustainable development and building a resilient information society with circularity and sustainability in mind.
The ITU Regional Development Forums (RDFs) provide a yearly opportunity for dialogue between Regional Offices and decision-makers of ITU Member States and Sector Members on the activities carried out at the regional level. RDFs continue to engage regional stakeholders, help in developing partnerships, involve regional/international organizations and UN agencies. More information is available at: https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Pages/regional-development-forums.aspx 
ITU Regional Offices continue contributing to the series of the UN Regional Forums for Sustainable Development, held on the annual basis in six regions, including those organized by the UN Regional Coordination Mechanisms and UN Regional Development Groups. ITU ROs have been advocating for an enabling role of ICTs for SDGs, advising on incorporation of ICTs in the UN development assistance frameworks and the projects delivered by other sister agencies, while developing strategic partnerships with regional counterparts and resident coordinators of UN system and other relevant stakeholders. See Annex for more information about ITU Regional Initiatives for 2023-2025, and ITU RDFs.
ANNEX
AFRICA 
· ITU Africa Regional Initiatives 2023-2025
· ITU Regional Development Forum for Africa
More information about ITU Regional Office for Africa, please visit: www.itu.int/africa  
AMERICAS
· ITU Americas Regional Initiatives 2023-2025
· ITU Regional Development Forum for Americas
More information about ITU Regional Office for the Americas, please visit: www.itu.int/americas 
ARAB STATES
· ITU Arab States Regional Initiatives 2023-2025
· ITU Regional Development Forum for Arab States: TBC
More information about ITU Regional Office for Arab States, please visit: www.itu.int/ArabStates 
ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
· ITU Asia and the Pacific Regional Initiatives 2023-2025
· ITU Regional Development Forum for Asia and the Pacific
More information about ITU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, please visit: www.itu.int/AsiaPacific  
· The WSIS-UN Regional Commission for the Asia and the Pacific, ESCAP, will organise its seventh session of the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway Steering Committee (APIS SC-7) and Regional Review of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) on 8-9 November 2023 in Yerevan, Armenia. 
COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS)
· ITU CIS Regional Initiatives 2023-2025
· ITU Regional Development Forum for CIS: TBC
More information about ITU Regional Office for CIS, please visit: www.itu.int/cis 
EUROPE
· ITU Europe Regional Initiatives 2023-2025
· ITU Regional Development Forum for Europe
More information about ITU Regional Office for Europe, please visit: www.itu.int/europe 
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