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	Purpose 
•	The Republic of Panama requested the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) to be the host country for the area office, which currently has its headquarters in Tegucigalpa, Republic of Honduras.
•	The Republic of Honduras informed ITU of its approval to transfer the headquarters to Panama City.
[bookmark: _Hlk138929919]•	This contribution describes the advantages and services that the Republic of Panama has offered in support of its becoming the host country of the aforementioned area office.
•	Through its Board of Directors, the Regional Technical Commission for Telecommunications (COMTELCA) approved, following a unanimous vote of its member countries, the transfer of the ITU area office to Panama City.
Action required by the Council
[bookmark: _Hlk138933028]The ITU Council is requested to instruct the ITU General Secretariat to transfer the area office from Tegucigalpa to Panama.
__________________
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The Administration of the Republic of Panama requested the ITU Secretary-General, Mr Houlin Zhao, by note No. DSAN-2352-22 dated 20 September 2022, to transfer the area office from Tegucigalpa, Republic of Honduras, to the Republic of Panama. The note was preceded by bilateral discussions with all the countries served by the area office: Costa Rica, Cuba, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and Dominican Republic.
The Administration of the Republic of Honduras informed ITU of its approval of the request and intention to transfer the ITU office from Tegucigalpa, Republic of Honduras, to the Republic of Panama, by letter No. CONATEL-CP-412-2022, dated 10 November 2022.
COMTELCA, a subregional telecommunication organization recognized by ITU, decided to transfer its headquarters from the Republic of Honduras to the Republic of Panama, as stated in Resolution No. 006-2022 dated 17 August 2022 (Document No. SEC-080-22-R-0), issued by the seventh virtual meeting of the Board of Directors on the same date (Document No. SEC-079-22-A-0). The transfer will be effective as of 25 June 2023, the date on which the new offices will become operational in Panama City. It is worth mentioning that when ITU chose Honduras as its headquarters in 1984, it was partly because Honduras was the country where COMTELCA had its headquarters.
According to the minutes of the third virtual meeting of the Board of Directors of COMTELCA held on 22 March 2023 (Document No. SEC-015-23-A-0), all the member countries expressed their agreement to the transfer of the headquarters of the ITU area office to Panama. 
Furthermore, during the 42nd meeting of CITEL's Permanent Consultative Committee I (CCP.I), which took place from 25 to 28 April 2023, the Government of Panama informed member countries of its interest in hosting the ITU headquarters in Panama City.
Panama has the following advantages:
•	Same headquarters as multiple regional offices of the United Nations.
•	Same headquarters as COMTELCA.
•	Privileged geographical position as "hub of the Americas", namely more direct flights to the main cities of the American continent with a wide variety of destinations in North, Central and South America and the Caribbean, in addition to multiple options towards Europe.
•	Savings in time and administrative costs.
•	Dollarized economy.
•	Opportunity to hold important ITU events in the Americas region.
•	Possibility of attracting members from the private sector.
Panama offers ITU the following:
•	Provision of suitable offices for operations at the headquarters of the ITU Area Office for Central America, with appropriate furniture and other specifications that will be set forth in the related headquarters agreement. It is planned that the headquarters will be located in new National Authority for Public Services (ASEP) building.
•	Commitment to sign a country agreement with ITU, prior to the transfer, guaranteeing the relevant conditions for the office, as well as the immunities and privileges usually granted to United Nations organizations and personnel.
Proposal
Through this contribution, the Republic of Panama requests the Council to thank the Government of the Republic of Honduras for having been the host country of the ITU area office since 1984. 
It also requests the Council to instruct the General Secretariat to take the necessary steps to enable the transfer of the Area Office for Central America to Panama City as soon as possible.
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