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	Purpose
The objective of this report is to provide information on the activities, actions, and engagements that the Union is undertaking in the context of the implementation of the World Summit on the Information Society and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, as well as in their follow-up and review processes.
Action required by the Council
The Council is invited to take note of this report.
Relevant link(s) with the Strategic Plan
Convening platforms; partnerships and international cooperation.
Financial implications
Within the allocated resources in the financial plan.
__________________
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1. Introduction
1.1. This report provides information on the activities, actions, and engagements that the Union is undertaking in the context of the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), its review process and vision beyond 2025, and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda). The Council Working Group on WSIS and the SDGs (CWG-WSIS&SDG) facilitates membership input and guidance on the ITU implementation of relevant WSIS outcomes and the 2030 Agenda and elaborates such proposals to the Council as may be necessary for adapting ITU to its role in building the information society (Resolution 140 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference). Within ITU, effective coordination of ITU’s strategies and activities in relation to WSIS and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) has been ensured by the WSIS&SDG Task Force, which is chaired by the Deputy Secretary-General.
2. ITU’s activities for the implementation of the WSIS outcomes
2.1. In line with Resolution 1332 (C11, last amended C19), the Secretary-General on an annual basis prepares a comprehensive report on ITU’s contribution to the implementation of the WSIS outcomes, providing an overview of ITU activities and projects undertaken to implement the WSIS outcomes and in support of the 2030 Agenda. 
2.2. With the aim of highlighting the importance of WSIS Action Lines C2 (Information and communication infrastructure), C4 (Capacity building), C5 (Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs) and C6 (Enabling environment), where ITU is playing the role of sole facilitator and implementer, the next edition of ITU’s WSIS Action Lines Roadmaps for C2, C4, C5 and C6 will be prepared in accordance with the template approved by CWG-WSIS&SDG and in alignment with the Strategic Plan of the Union for 2024-2027, and will be made available at the next CWG-WSIS&SDG meeting.
2.3. The Council at its 2016 session resolved to use the WSIS framework as the foundation through which ITU helps to achieve the 2030 Agenda, within ITU’s mandate and within the allocated resources in the financial plan and biennial budget. To this end, ITU-led WSIS activities, including the WSIS Forum, the WSIS Stocktaking and the WSIS Prizes, have been aligned with the SDGs, noting the WSIS-SDG Matrix developed by UN agencies. 
2.4. In 2022 and 2023 two WSIS Forum events were held: WSIS Forum 2022 (“ICTs for Well-Being, Inclusion and Resilience: WSIS Cooperation for Accelerating Progress on the SDGs”) and WSIS Forum 2023 (“WSIS Action Lines for building back better and accelerating the achievement of the SDGs”). Inputs from both events were submitted by ITU and other WSIS Forum co-organizers to the annual UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) as a multistakeholder contribution to the 2030 Agenda (input to HLPF 2022; input to HLPF 2023).
2.5. ITU is chairing the Steering Committee of the Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development in the first half of 2023. During its sessions at WSIS Forum 2023, the Partnership highlighted the importance of producing high-quality and timely ICT statistics and leveraging the potential benefits of using big data for official statistics and the urgent need to identify follow-up indicators to measure progress in achieving the development goals, including for the Global Digital Compact (GDC).
2.6. ITU is the co-chair with UNDP of the United Nations Group on the Information Society (UNGIS) for the period 2023-2024. ITU previously chaired UNGIS in 2022-2023. Throughout, ITU has been working closely with the more than 30 UNGIS members to implement Resolution 70/125 of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), entitled “Outcome document of the high-level meeting of the General Assembly on the overall review of the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society”. UNGIS annually contributes to HLPF with an input and side event (input to HLPF 2022, input to HLPF 2023 and side event at HLPF 2022). The side event at HLPF 2023 was proposed by Peru, with the date and time yet to be confirmed.

3. WSIS+20 review
3.1. Preparations for the WSIS+20 review process are ongoing. CWG-WSIS&SDG initiated discussions on the role of ITU in the WSIS+20 review process and its preparations. The Secretary-General's report elaborating the role of ITU in the WSIS+20 review process (“World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)+20: WSIS beyond 2025 - WSIS+20 Roadmap“) was presented and noted at the Plenipotentiary Conference (Bucharest, 2022). Several sessions on the WSIS+20 review process were held at WSIS Forum 2022 and 2023, with the participation of all stakeholders. The discussions covered examples of reporting templates that could be used by WSIS action line facilitators, civil society and countries. Member States are invited to take the necessary action required for the preparations of the overall review of WSIS.
3.2. The WSIS+20 Forum High-level Event is scheduled for 27-31 May 2024 in Geneva, and will be hosted by Switzerland. It will serve as a platform for the WSIS+20 review and will enable multistakeholder discussions on progress made in the implementation of the WSIS outcomes under the mandates of the participating agencies. The event will also take stock of achievements in the last 20 years based on reports from WSIS stakeholders, including countries, action line facilitators and others.
3.3. [bookmark: _Hlk136857976]Following the instructions of the Plenipotentiary Conference in Resolution 140 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), the ITU Secretary-General is coordinating with relevant United Nations organizations, where appropriate, implementation of ITU's WSIS+20 roadmap for the preparations for and conducting of the WSIS+20 review process and the WSIS process beyond 2025, consistent with UNGA's WSIS+20 preparatory process.
3.4. The Secretary-General is taking the necessary steps to engage all Member States in preparing for the overall review of WSIS outcome implementation, including designing the mechanism for reporting on implementation.
3.5. In collaboration with UNESCO, UNDP, UNCSTD, UNDESA and other UN agencies, the WSIS+20 review process is expected to be a multistakeholder process conducted in multiple phases, with on-site and physical consultations. The aim of this review process would be to develop consensus text on the vision of WSIS beyond 2025, ideally to be endorsed during the high-level meeting during UNGA 2025.
3.6. As a multistakeholder process, WSIS has stood the test of time, and the WSIS+20 review process is expected to provide a guidance framework for all stakeholders, based on the WSIS outcome documents, for addressing opportunities and challenges posed by the current digital landscape, having regard to the strategic goals of the Union, i.e. universal connectivity and sustainable digital transformation.
3.7. In addition, the secretariat is contributing to the global digital governance processes, such as the GDC and the 2030 Agenda, to ensure synergy and coherence throughout the WSIS+20 review process.
4. WSIS contributions to other UN processes and the 2030 Agenda 
[bookmark: _Hlk137199064]WSIS has contributed to other United Nations conferences and processes. The UNGIS/WSIS side event “WSIS Cooperation for Accelerating Progress on the SDGs” took place at the ECOSOC Partnership Forum 2023. At the 61st session of the Commission for Social Development (CSocD61), special sessions were held on “Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) and Older Persons: Healthy Ageing in a Digital World” and on “Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) and Accessibility: Towards Building Inclusive Digital Communities”. During the fifth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC5), a WSIS/UNGIS side event was delivered on “ICTs for accelerating the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Least Developed Countries (LDCs) – from potential to prosperity”. A WSIS Gender Trendsetters side event on “ICTs for Gender Inclusion” was held at the 67th session of the Commission on the Status of Women.
5. [bookmark: _Toc424563282]ITU’s activities in relation to the 2030 Agenda 
5.1. In line with Resolution 1332 (C11, last amended C19), and taking into account the overall mandate of ITU and its role as the specialized United Nations agency for ICTs, the roadmap for ITU’s activities to help achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development remains a living document guiding ITU actions to implement the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs. Following the roadmap and membership guidance in CWG-WSIS&SDG, a series of actions have been implemented. 
5.2. The Secretary-General reported on ITU’s contribution to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in the four-year report on the implementation of the strategic plan and the activities of the Union between April 2018 and June 2022, (document PP-22/20; information from this report has been integrated in the ITU SDG mapping tool), the one-year report for the period July 2022 to April 2023 (document C23/35), and the annual information document to Council on collaboration with the United Nations system (document C22/INF/2-E). ITU’s activities contributing to the 2030 Agenda are also reflected in the operational plan for the Union for 2023 (document C22/28, adopted by Council Resolution 1407 (C22)), and the draft four-year rolling operational plan for the Union for 2024-2027 (document C23/28).
5.4.	The contributions of the three Sectors to implementing the WSIS outcomes and the 2030 Agenda are outlined in the respective resolutions: Resolution 61-2 (Rev. Sharm el-Sheikh, 2019) of the Radiocommunication Assembly, Resolution 75 (Rev. Geneva, 2022) of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly, and Resolution 30 (Rev. Kigali, 2022) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference.
5.5.	Further reporting on the contribution of ITU to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda is available on ITU’s dedicated website on the Connect 2030 Agenda. ITU activities contributing to the 2030 Agenda are also reflected in the strategic framework set out in the ITU strategic plan for 2024-2027, supporting ITU's realization of its mission and role in facilitating progress towards the implementation of the WSIS Action Lines and the 2030 Agenda. 
6.	Global follow-up and review: High-level Political Forum
ITU continues to participate in HLPFs held under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) at UN Headquarters in New York every July, and at the SDG Summits held every four years under the auspices of the General Assembly (the first was held in 2019 and the next is scheduled for September 2023). Inputs from the ITU Council to the HLPFs are available on the CWG-WSIS&SDG website and the UN HLPF website. At each HLPF, ITU engages through side events, delivering statements in thematic sessions and providing inputs to briefing notes through the inter-agency consultative process.
7.	Inputs to the Global Digital Compact 
The processes relating to Our Common Agenda and especially the Global Digital Compact are complementary to the WSIS framework. ITU works to avoid duplication of existing multistakeholder processes and to foster synergies between the WSIS+20 process and the preparations for the Summit of the Future and the GDC. Contributions to the GDC process can be found here: ITU’s contribution to the GDC, WSIS Forum’s contribution to the GDC.
__________________
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