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Opening remarks and approval of the Agenda
The ITU Secretary-General Mr. Houlin Zhao provided his opening remarks and welcomed the members of the group, highlighting the importance of the work of the group towards the 2022 Plenipotentiary Conference.
The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, Mr. Mario Maniewicz, provided his introductory remarks, as the Chair of the Secretariat’s internal Working Group on Strategic Planning (SP-WG).
The Chairman of the CWG-SFP, Mr. Frédéric Sauvage, also provided his opening remarks and thanked the members of the group, and in particular the Vice-Chairs, for their engagement and contributions.
The draft Agenda for the meeting was approved.
Annex 1 to Res.71: Draft ITU Strategic Plan for 2024-2027
The Head of the Strategy and Planning Division, Mr. Catalin Marinescu, introduced the Secretariat’s input to Annex 1 to Res. 71 (CWG-SFP-2/2), implementing the guidelines and principles agreed at the 1st CWG-SFP meeting, as well as the Information Document on the development of the Secretariat’s input to the Draft ITU Strategic Plan 2024-2027 (CWG-SFP-2/INF-1).
A member of the US delegation introduced the Contribution by the United States – Proposals for Annex 1 (CWG-SFP-2/7).
The group discussed the process of consideration of the TDAG inputs, where although there has been no formal contribution by TDAG, the discussions were taken into account in the development of the draft documents.
The Chair clarified that the draft document was prepared to support the work of the CWG-SFP following the guidelines by CWG-SFP and the various consultations during the processes, including the open consultation, a study group survey and the virtual consultation of the CWG-SFP, noting that the draft strategic plan to be discussed in the group respects all the guiding principles agreed.
Following several interventions from the Member States, providing comments or raising a specific question for a part of the document, the Chair of the CWG-SFP noted all proposals and specific issues raised. Clarifications were provided by the secretariat, as appropriate, and then the membership discussions were focused on the issues where there were contributions, and then on the other topics raised.
In particular, on the options provided for the Vision and Mission, the group agreed to retain in both Option 1 in the wording (as per the Vision and Mission in the current strategic plan).
On the topic of cybersecurity and the two (2) options presented for consideration (Option 1 to retain it as a stand-alone thematic priority and Option 2 to reflect the work under other thematic priorities), the group discussed those options but did not reach consensus, therefore following a suggestion by the Chair, the group agreed to consider again these options, requesting the secretariat to elaborate on both options, and discuss the issue at the next CWG-SFP meeting.
Following a request by a Member State and support from the floor, the group requested to the secretariat to provide Info Doc. CWG-SFP-2/INF-1 in all 6 languages as a document for the next CWG-SFP meeting.
Several points and proposals for consideration were raised by Member States, including: a proposal to add a full reference to the countries in special situations (least developed countries, small island developing states, landlocked developing countries and countries with economies in transition) in the paragraphs of “provision of technical assistance”; a proposal to better reflect ITU’s contribution to the WSIS Action Lines and the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals; a proposal to better reflect innovation, in particular within the enabling environment thematic priority; and a proposal to better reflect the values of transparency, accountability and openness within the Enablers of the draft strategic plan. A Member State also brought up the issue of the term “Digital Society”, versus the term Information Society, and mentioned as an option to replace throughout the text the term ‘digital society’ with ‘information society’.
[bookmark: _Hlk93406589]The Chair of the CWG-SFP invited the members of the group to submit formal contributions for any of the proposals on this draft text of Annex 1 (draft Strategic Plan) for the CWG-SFP to consider at its next meeting.
Annex 2 to Res.71: Situational Analysis
The secretariat introduced the document presenting a draft Annex 2 (Situational Analysis) to Res. 71 (CWG-SFP-2/3) and several Member States took the floor to appreciate the work and provide comments. The interventions of Member States touched upon the following points: the weakness of a “complex governing structure” with the view that this is not necessarily a weakness; the developments at the UN level such as the ‘South-South collaboration’ and whether this should be considered in the situational analysis; opportunities related to the UN Development Reform; and the threat that the ICT landscape develops too quickly for ITU to effectively adapt, with the comment from the Member State that this threat is not a real one.
The Chair of the CWG-SFP invited the group members to submit their formal contributions at the next meeting of the CWG-SFP, to propose any changes to this draft text of Annex 2 (Situational Analysis).
Annex 3 to Res.71: Glossary of terms
The document introduced the proposed adjustments to Annex 3 (Glossary of terms) to Res.71 (CWG-SFP-2/4). As there were no requests for the floor, the Chair of CWG-SFP considered this can be a good basis for the draft document to be submitted to Council, following the next meeting of CWG-SFP.
Input on proposals to review provisions of text of Resolution 71 (rev. Dubai, 2018)
A member of the Russian delegation presented the Contribution by the Russian Federation – Proposals for the revision of the main body of Res. 71 (rev. Dubai, 2018) (CWG-SFP-2/6).
The secretariat briefly introduced some draft inputs for consideration by Member States, with proposed ‘technical’ updates to the text of Res. 71 (CWG-SFP-2/5).
The Chair invited Member States to consider the discussions while preparing further proposals on this.
Timeline and Next Meeting of the CWG-SFP
The group agreed with the proposal by the Chair to hold an additional CWG-SFP meeting on the 21st and 22nd of February to focus on the specific contributions to the draft text of the draft Strategic Plan.
The group also agreed that the 3rd meeting should be followed by a joint meeting/session with the Council Working Group on Financial and Human Resources (CWG-FHR).
The timeline and deadlines for the 3rd CWG-SFP meeting were confirmed (i.e. the secretariat should submit any documents one (1) month prior to the meeting, allowing sufficient time for the CWG-SFP members to develop their contributions to the draft text).
The Chair invited once again all CWG members to submit their contributions with any proposals related to the draft text in advance to the next meeting.
The Director of the BR congratulated the Chair for the wise management of the meeting and thanked all CWG members for the fruitful discussions and the guidance provided.
The CWG-SFP Chair thanked all the participants and members of the group, and in particular the Vice-Chairs, the secretariat team and the interpreters, and concluded the meeting.
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