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The United Kingdom is pleased to submit this contribution with the intention of furthering discussion on Opinion 1 to the sixth meeting of the Informal Expert Group. In the spirit of our productive and ongoing discussions, edits have been proposed using the output document from the 29 July 2021 informal discussion as distributed to the IEG. For ease of tracking edits only, previous suggested edits have been accepted but should not be considered agreed at this time. The UK welcomes further discussion on Opinion 1 at the sixth IEG meeting. 


   [DRAFT OPINION 1: Enabling environment for the development and deployment of connectivity solutions  sustainable development] 

The sixth World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (Geneva, 2021),
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]	recalling

)	UNGA Resolution 74/197, on information and communications technologies for sustainable development; 

c)	Resolution 71 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, on the strategic plan for the Union for 2020-2023, which aims to foster an enabling policy and regulatory environment conducive to sustainable telecommunication/ICT development;
d)	Resolution 201 (Rev. Dubai 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, on creating an enabling environment for the deployment and use of information and communication technology applications;
e)	Opinion 2 (Geneva, 2013) of the Fifth World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum, on fostering an enabling environment for the greater growth and development of broadband connectivity; 

	considering 
a)	that effective policies for mobilizing new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development, depend on a thorough understanding of issues such as, inter alia, access and inclusion, affordability, , digital literacy, training and skills development;
b) 	that the Preamble of the ITU Constitution fully recognizes the sovereign right of each Member State to decide on its own telecommunications policy;
c)	that various stakeholders, including policymakers, regulators, the private sector, consumers, academic institutions and others play an important role in creating an enabling environment that mobilizes ;
d)	that the Buenos Aires Declaration adopted by the 2017 World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-17) states “that public investment, private investment, as well as public-private partnerships and resource mobilization, need to be further strengthened in order to identify and apply innovative technological solutions and financing mechanisms for inclusive and sustainable development”;



		recognizing 
a) 	that accelerating broadband development is a considerable challenge, especially in hard-to-reach areas where topography and demography make the return-on-investment challenging;
b)	that investments,, should also focus on mobilizing for sustainable development at later stages;
c)	[That ICT investments, including and complementary access solutions, should be coordinated to avoid significant fragmentation and duplication of efforts];  
d)	[that government role coordinated approach to ICT financing and investments is connecting the unconnected and driving development  that are central to the digital economy, digital inclusion and sustainable development];
		is of the view
a)		that inclusive access to and use of AI, IoT, Big Data, OTT,  have the potential to accelerate progress across all the UN Sustainable Development Goals; 
b)	that the establishment of an enabling environment for investment is critical to mobilizing such technologies for sustainable development; 
c)		that the removal of barriers to investment and innovation is essential to mobilizing such technologies;
d)	that facilitating private sector investment in rural and remote areas by using targeted government support  needed where the business case for private investment is otherwise lacking, ;
e)	that use of such technologies can empower disadvantaged groups, including women children, persons with disabilities, indigenous groups; 
f)	that use of such  and complementary access solutions can promote sustainable development, and that policies in the field of telecommunications/ICTs should consider environmental challenges such as climate change mitigation; 
g)		that an enabling environment for the development and deployment ofs is based on transparent, stable, predictable, non-discriminatory policies that promote innovation and investment, from both public and private sources;
h)		that stakeholders should continue to work together to encourage and promote exchange of information, capacity building, and best practices to create an enabling environment for the mobilization of ;
		invites Member States
1.		[to consider foster an enabling environment that is conductive for mobilizing new and emerging  for sustainable development;;]
2. [to consider  adopting policies and frameworks that  a transparent, predictable, competitive, independent and non-discriminatory enabling environment;]
2.	[	to take a government approach to ICT investments[footnoteRef:1], including for investments in;]  [1:  “SDG Digital Investment Framework - A whole-of-Government Approach to Investing in Digital Technologies to Achieve the SDGs”. ITU. 2019. https://www.itu.int/myitu/-/media/Publications/2019-Publications/BDT-pubs-2019/SDG-Digital-Investment-Framework--A-wholeofGovernment-Approach-to-Investing-in-Digital-Technologies.pdf] 

3.	to remove unnecessary barriers to investments in digital ecosystems;
4.	[to consider how best to to encourage long term and sustained investment;]	Comment by Stacie Hoffmann: Propose merger of 4 & 5

.	to adopt flexible, streamlined, technology neutral, and innovative spectrum policies to encourage the development and deployment of ];
. 	to foster an awareness of environmental challenges such as climate change and its mitigation in developing policies;
	invites Member States, Sector Members and other stakeholders to work collaboratively
1.	to consider policies that enable the mobilization of];
2.	[to consider policies and frameworks that take into account evolving business models, and create a fair and conducive enabling environment for  contribute to promoting economic development;]
3.	to facilitate innovative access to finance, including through public-private partnership models;
4.	[to promote voluntary infrastructure sharing models in order to reduce the costs of investment in ]]


.	to foster policy environments based on transparency, stability, predictability, and non-discriminatory measures, and the promotion of innovation; 
.	to encourage innovation and entrepreneurship in local populations, including by encouraging community support for entrepreneurship and locally based programmes;
.	to encourage the private sector to develop applications and services  new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs, taking into account diverse user needs by working with disadvantaged groups, including womenchildren, persons with disabilities, indigenous groups,;

.	to consult with all stakeholders, including the private sector, academia, civil society, and the technical community to ensure that an enabling policy environment implemented at the national level reflects all stakeholder views and needs;

invites the Secretary-General  
[to continue to strengthen ITU efforts to provide a platform for collaboration and dialogue among key stakeholders, including Member States,  and international funding agencies, to enable them to foster an enabling environment that promotes innovation and investment.]
__________________
• http://www.itu.int/council •
image1.jpeg




