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	Contribution submitted by the Federative Republic of Brazil

	Proposal for the text of new draft opinions for wtpf-21 resulting from BRAZILIAN suggested mergers



Based on the Brazilian suggestions for merging some of the current Draft Opinions (proposed in the other Brazilian contribution for this IEG-WTPF meeting), replicated below, Brazil proposes the text for new Draft Opinions 1, 2, and 4, in Annexes A, B and C, respectively. 
For the other New Draft Opinions, Brazil proposes to keep the current proposed text for each of them. 
 
Brazilian new Draft Opinions proposed (as per the Brazilian contribution to this IEG-WTPF meeting): 

New Draft Opinion 1. Mobilizing new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs and new solutions for connectivity for sustainable development (Merger of current Opinions 1 and 6)

New Draft Opinion 2. An enabling environment for investment, inclusive access, and to foster the development and deployment of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development (Merger of current Opinions 2, 3 and 5)

New Draft Opinion 3. Fostering digital skills, education and inclusion (Current Opinion 4).

New Draft Opinion 4. Fostering new and emerging technologies, in particular Artificial Intelligence and OTTs, for Sustainable Development (Merger of current Opinions 7 and 8).

New Draft Opinion 5. Building Confidence and Security in the Era of New and Emerging Technologies (Current Opinion 9).

New Draft Opinion 6. Mobilizing new and emerging telecommunications / ICTs for sustainable development in the context of helping to eliminate and manage the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic (Current Opinion 10).

In addition, Brazil is proposing some modifications to the text of the original Draft Opinions that are shown in revision marks below.








NEW DRAFT OPINION 1   -   Mobilizing new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs and new solutions for connectivity for sustainable development
The sixth World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (Geneva, 202x),
recalling
a) that the UNGA Resolution 70/1: “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” states: “The spread of information and communications technology and global interconnectedness has great potential to accelerate human progress, to bridge the digital divide and to develop knowledge societies.”;
b)	the Geneva Plan of Action, which states that: “ICT applications can support sustainable development, in the fields of public administration, business, education and training, health, employment, environment, agriculture and science within the framework of national e-strategies.”
c)	Resolution 201 (Rev. Dubai 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference on Creating an enabling environment for the deployment and use of information and communication technology applications, which invites Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academia to promote “the introduction of e applications to support sustainable development, in the fields of public administration, business, education and training, health, employment, environment, agriculture, manufacturing industry and science, among others, within the framework of national e strategies”,
a)	Opinion 2 (Geneva, 2013) of the Fifth World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum, on fostering an enabling environment for the greater growth and development of broadband connectivity;	Comment by Brazil: Text from current Opinion 6 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
b)	Resolution 137 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, on next-generation network deployment in developing countries; 
c) 	Resolution 139 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, on telecommunications/ICTs to bridge the digital divide and build an inclusive information society;
d)	Resolution 200 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, on the Connect 2030 Agenda for global telecommunication/ICT, including broadband, for sustainable development;
e)	Resolution 203 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, on connectivity to broadband networks,
recognizing	Comment by Brazil: Text from the current Opinion 6 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
a)	that new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs ecosystems, including next generation wireless connectivity such as 5G, will underpin the digital economy of the future and enable advances in technologies and services including AI, IoT, Big Data, and OTTs;
b)	that connectivity empowers families, people, societies, and businesses, playing a fundamental role for the social, economic, cultural and environmental development of society as a whole;
c)	that encouraging the deployment of next generation networks, including 5G and other new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs especially in unserved and underserved areas, is critical for sustainable development;
d)	that there remains a digital divide between certain segments of populations who can access, afford, and adopt new and emerging telecommunication/ICTs and those who cannot, and that the digital divide, particularly any obstacles in access to and use by women and girls, will affect prosperity and limit social and sustainable economic development;
e)	that the private sector has a leading role in deploying 5G and other new and emerging telecommunication/ICT networks, including non-terrestrial technologies such as satellite, and that it is exploring innovations in technology and business models alongside other stakeholders including government, academia, and civil society;
f)	that policymakers can help connect the unconnected by creating an enabling policy environment that encourages and supports private sector investment and innovation;
g) 	that the Preamble of the ITU Constitution fully recognizes the sovereign right of each Member State to decide on its own telecommunications policy,
considering
a) the ITU’s SDG Digital Investment Framework: A Whole-of-Government Approach to Investing in Digital Technologies to Achieve the SDGs;
b) that the ITU’s report Bridging the digital innovation divide: A toolkit for strengthening ICT centric ecosystems identified innovation as being a product of “a complex process incorporating investment, education, networking, community building, cultural change, economic factors and serendipity”;
c) UNESCO’s 2019 report on Artificial intelligence in education: challenges and opportunities for sustainable development,
is of the view
a)	that the application of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs can play a critical role in achieving sustainable development;
b)	that promoting affordable connectivity is of fundamental importance in order to mobilize new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development;
c)	that investment is often focused on the early development of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs and this means that the later stages of mobilizing them for sustainable development can be neglected;
d)	that new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs are often developed in silos and this can lead to fragmentation of efforts, lack of incentives for mobilizing them for sustainable development, and lack of information for governments and other stakeholders;
e)	that when investing in new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs, governments should take a ‘Whole-of-Government Approach’ in order to deliver priority Use Cases within multiple sectors;
f)	that all stakeholders have roles to play in mobilizing new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development ;
g)	that issues of inclusion, education, skills and an enabling environment for investment are critically important in mobilizing new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development,
h)	that the following policies can be used to mobilize new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development:	Comment by Brazil: Text from the current Opinion 6 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
•	streamlining the processes to facilitate deployment of wireless and wireline communications networks, including policies for access to rights-of-way, permitting processes, and other rules that may affect infrastructure siting and next generation network deployment;  
•	modernizing or eliminating outdated rules and policies that make it more difficult for the private sector to invest, innovate, and upgrade their existing networks to new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs; 
•	educating all levels of society – especially local government officials responsible for permitting wireless and wireline infrastructure – about the importance of next generation connectivity for political, economic, social and cultural progress and the established safety standards for devices emitting electromagnetic fields; 
•	making sufficient spectrum available for a wide array of new and emerging telecommunications/ICT and services, including 5G, in high, mid, and low band spectrum; 
•	modernizing regulatory frameworks applicable to small cell infrastructure, which is essential to deployment of next generation services including 5G, and recognizing that not all rules applicable to the large cell towers would be appropriate for small cell infrastructure deployment framework;
•	adopting flexible, streamlined, technology neutral, and innovative spectrum policies, including creating new opportunities for unlicensed spectrum uses, increasing opportunities for experimental uses of spectrum, and allowing incumbent spectrum license holders to refarm their spectrum for new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs; 
•	supporting private sector investment in rural and remote areas using targeted government support where the business case for private investment is otherwise lacking, including through the use of a universal service fund and technology-neutral mechanisms such as reverse auctions; 
•	providing support to educational, healthcare, and other anchor institutions in order to encourage them to adopt new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs; 
•	reliably mapping the coverage of existing networks in order to identify where broadband service is currently available, where it is still needed, and using that information to guide and shape policy responses; 
•	ensuring that access to network connectivity, including for new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs, are fully incorporated into country economic and social development plans and strategies, and is seen as central to a country’s ongoing economic and social development,
invites Member States to
a) consider whether the adoption of the policies above would contribute to sustainable development in their own national context,	Comment by Brazil: Text from the current Opinion 6 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
b) continue to promote affordable connectivity, as a fundamental requirement for mobilizing new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development;
c) adopt a ‘Whole-of-Government Approach’ to new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs applications by ensuring cross-sectoral and cross-organizational consideration of individuals’ needs in a more integrated and coordinated manner;
d) consider how the use of shared digital services can support sustainable development by lowering the cost of doing business, improving service offerings and enabling access to new markets, particularly in areas such as 5G roll out,
invites Member States, Sector Members and other stakeholders to work in a collaborative manner in order to
a) reinforce the existing links between the WSIS Action Lines and the Sustainable Development Goals and targets, in particular Action Line 7;
b) help ensure that investment is focused not only on the development of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs but also on mobilizing them for sustainable development;
c) support organisations such as the Digital Impact Alliance, which is working with the ITU to identify critical needs that can be served by the same telecommunication/ICT applications and establish frameworks for using them;
d) work with diverse stakeholders and develop “co-creation” approaches to help ensure more integrated and equitable access to services;
e) seek to encourage innovation and entrepreneurship in local populations, including by encouraging community support for entrepreneurship and locally based programmes;
f) consider policies to ensure that applications benefit the entire value chain including citizens, businesses, governments and other stakeholders, particularly in areas such as AI, Big Data and IoT;
g) support the development of telecommunications/ICTs ‘in harmony with nature’, as identified in the Global Goals;
h) continue to contribute their own experiences on 5G, connectivity, and bridging the digital divide to the ongoing discussions at the ITU on promoting sustainable development. 	Comment by Brazil: Text from the Opinion 6 of the the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
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[bookmark: AnnexB]NEW DRAFT OPINION 2   -   An enabling environment for investment, inclusive access, and to foster the development and deployment of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development
The sixth World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (Geneva, 202x), 
recalling
a) that the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda notes that “Private business activity, investment and innovation are major drivers of productivity, inclusive economic growth and job creation”;	Comment by Brazil: Text from the current Opinion 3 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
b) that the ten year review of the World Summit on the Information Society acknowledges that “the fostering of competition, the creation of transparent, predictable, independent and non-discriminatory regulatory and legal systems, proportionate taxation and licensing fees, access to finance, facilitation of public- private partnerships, multi-stakeholder cooperation, national and regional broadband strategies, efficient allocation of the radio frequency spectrum, infrastructure- sharing models, community-based approaches and public access facilities have in many countries facilitated significant gains in connectivity and sustainable development”;
c) that the UN General Assembly Resolution on Information and Communications Technologies for Sustainable Development encourages “the development of viable strategies that could result in further competitiveness, investment and rapid reductions in the cost of information and communications technologies”,
d) that the UNGA Resolution 70/1: Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development declared that “Women and girls must enjoy equal access to quality education, economic resources and political participation as well as equal opportunities with men and boys for employment, leadership and decision-making at all levels” and furthermore, committed to “enhance the use of enabling technology, in particular information and communications technology, to promote the empowerment of women”;
e) that Goal 10 of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda aims to “empower and promote the social, economic and political inclusion of all, irrespective of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion or economic or other status”;
f) that the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities establishes a State’s obligations to ensure equal access to telecommunications/ICTs, including the Internet, by Persons with Disabilities;
g) Resolution 2 (Rev. Dubai 2018) of the Plenipotentiary Conference on the world telecommunication/information and communication technology policy forum (WTPF); 	Comment by Brazil: Text from the current Opinion 5 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
h) Resolution 201 (Rev. Dubai 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference on Creating an enabling environment for the deployment and use of information and communication technology applications; 
i) Resolution 37 (Rev. Buenos Aires, 2017) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference, on bridging the digital divide, especially the role of information and communication technology (ICT) applications that regard; 
j) Resolution 137 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, on next-generation network deployment in developing countries; 
k) Resolution 139 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, on telecommunications/ICTs to bridge the digital divide and build an inclusive information society; 
l) Resolution 140 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, on ITU's role in implementing the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS),
m) Resolution 70 (Rev. Dubai 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference on Mainstreaming a gender perspective in ITU and promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women through telecommunications/information and communication technologies;
n) Resolution 175 (Rev. Dubai 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference on Telecommunication/information and communication technology accessibility for persons with disabilities and persons with specific needs;
o) Resolution 198 (Rev. Dubai 2018) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference on the Empowerment of youth through telecommunication/information and communication technology;
p) the Strategic Plan of the ITU (2020-23) which includes the aim to strengthen the “capacity of the ITU membership to develop strategies, policies and practices for digital inclusion, in particular for the empowerment of women and girls, persons with disabilities and other persons with specific needs.”;
q) the work of the EQUALS Global Partnership, of which ITU is a founder member, and which is made up of other United Nations agencies, governments, the private sector, academia and civil society organizations, and which aims to reduce the gender digital divide in the world,
considering
a)	that the Buenos Aires Declaration of the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2017 states that “the promotion of investment for the development of broadband infrastructure, services and applications contributes to the sustainable and integrated economic growth of peoples”	Comment by Brazil: Text from the current Opinion 3 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
and furthermore: 
“that public investment, private investment, as well as public-private partnerships and resource mobilization, need to be further strengthened in order to identify and apply innovative technological solutions and financing mechanisms for inclusive and sustainable development”;
b)	that the ITU 2018 report Achieving universal and affordable Internet in the least developed countries notes that an enabling environment for investment and innovation in the broadband market includes “liberalization of the sector, privatization of state-owned national incumbent operators, and separation between policy, regulator and sector operation functions, with a view to encouraging competition and foreign direct investment, and promoting universal access, innovation, content delivery and consumer protection”,
c)	that the ITU-D Study Group 1 report on Question 7/1 on ‘Access to telecommunication/ICT services by persons with disabilities and with specific needs’ states that it is globally recognized that “the promotion of ICT accessibility, across web, television, mobile, and public access platforms can enable Persons with Disabilities”;
d)	that the latest statistics show that while Internet use continues to spread, the digital gender gap is also growing and that this is often coupled with a gap in mobile phone ownership[footnoteRef:1]; [1:  	ITU. 2019. Measuring digital development Facts and figures 2019. Geneva: International Telecommunication Union. Available at: https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Documents/facts/FactsFigures2019.pdf [Accessed 05/12/2019]. p. 3.] 

e)	that the 2018 report by the Broadband Commission Working Group on the Digital Gender Divide identifies affordable access and digital literacy and confidence as some of the key areas to tackle the digital gender divide;
f)	that the Buenos Aires Declaration of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (2017) declared that “elaborating proper and comparable indicators/statistics, in sex-disaggregated form, as well as analysing ICT trends, is important for both Member States and the private sector”;
g)	that women are underrepresented within the ICT industry itself – in start-ups, technology companies and ICT jobs in general. In developing countries, men are 2.7 times more likely to work in the digital sector and 7.6 times more likely to work in jobs that require ICT skills. This limits relevant content and devices designed with women and girls in mind; a key barrier to closing the digital divide[footnoteRef:2]; [2:  	World Bank Group. 2016. World Development Report 2016: Digital Dividends. Washington, DC: World Bank. Available at: https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/23347 [Accessed 05/12/2019]. p. 106.] 

h)	that closing the gender gap in mobile internet use across low- and middle-income countries could add $700 billion in GDP growth (representing an additional 0.7 per cent of GDP growth) in these countries over the next five years[footnoteRef:3], [3:  	GSMA Mobile Gender Gap Report 2019: https://www.gsma.com/mobilefordevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/GSMA-Connected-Women-The-Mobile-Gender-Gap-Report-2019.pdf] 

i)	that the strategic plan for the Union for 2020-2023 aims to foster an enabling policy and regulatory environment conducive to sustainable telecommunication/ICT development; 	Comment by Brazil: Text from the current Opinion 5 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
j)	that the ITU’s report Bridging the digital innovation divide: A toolkit for strengthening ICT centric ecosystems identified innovation as being a product of “a complex process incorporating investment, education, networking, community building, cultural change, economic factors and serendipity”;
k)	the Buenos Aires Declaration and the Buenos Aires Action Plan adopted at the 2017 World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC), and in particular Objective 3 related to fostering an enabling environment conducive to sustainable telecommunications/ICT development;
l)	that the Preamble of the ITU Constitution fully recognizes the sovereign right of each State to regulate its telecommunications policy,
is of the view
a) that the establishment of an enabling environment for investment is critical in order to mobilize new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development, including Artificial Intelligence, the Internet of Things, 5G, Big Data and Over The Top services; 	Comment by Brazil: Text from the current Opinion 3 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
b) that an enabling policy environment is one that promotes competition and improves the range of all services to businesses, consumers, academic institutions, and all relevant stakeholders;	Comment by Brazil: Text from the current Opinion 5 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
c) that an enabling environment for the development of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs is based on transparent, stable, predictable, non-discriminatory policies that promote innovation and investment, from both public and private sources;	Comment by Brazil: Text from the current Opinion 5 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
d) that transparent, predictable, independent and non-discriminatory regulatory and legal systems are critical to promote an enabling environment for investment; 
e) that investment in infrastructure, and in particular in broadband and 5G infrastructure, plays a fundamental role in promoting affordable connectivity and in mobilizing new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development,
f) that the promotion of an enabling telecommunications/ICT policy environment will lead to the further mobilization of new and emerging technologies, such as artificial intelligence, machine learning, the Internet of Things (IoT), and fifth-generation mobile telecommunications technologies (5G), that generate tremendous socio-economic benefits and increased productivity;	Comment by Brazil: Text from current Opinion 5 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
g) that removing barriers to investment and innovation is essential to mobilize new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs;
h) that various stakeholders including policymakers, regulators, the private sector, consumers, academic institutions, and others play an important role in creating an enabling environment that mobilizes new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs;
i) that further education and training are critically important in order to develop and/or maintain skills and increase participation in the digital economy and empower users, leading to further mobilization of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs;
j) that  stakeholders should continue to work together to encourage and promote exchanges of information and capacity building best practices to create an enabling policy environment for the mobilization of new and emerging telecommunication/ICTs; 
k) that the promotion of enabling policy environments is also critical to the mobilization of existing telecommunication/ICTs,
l) that inclusive access to, and use of, new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs have the potential to accelerate progress across all the Global Goals, including Over The Top service, Big Data, Artificial Intelligence, the Internet of Things and 5G;
m) that policies to promote inclusion are critical in order to mobilize new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development; 
n) that use of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs can empower women, people with disabilities, indigenous people and other marginalised groups and promote sustainable development;
o) that affordability and lack of digital skills remain some of the key barriers to the uptake and effective use of telecommunications/ICTs, especially in the world's Least Developed Countries and especially among women;
p) [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]that public access policies can promote access to new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for women, indigenous people, people with disabilities, low incomes or low levels of digital literacy;
q) that in designing initiatives and policies to improve inclusivity, it is important to work with diverse stakeholders, particularly members of marginalised groups and women; 
r) that there is no ‘one size fits all’ in terms of ensuring inclusive access; each country has a different set of barriers. 
Invites Member States to
a) consider how best to ensure that regulatory frameworks maintain a separation between policy, regulator and sector operation functions in order to ensure a transparent, predictable, independent and non-discriminatory regulatory environment;	Comment by Brazil: Text from the current Opinion 3 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
b) consider opportunities to increase competition and promote liberalization, including, for example, the privatization of state-owned national incumbent operators;
c) remove unnecessary barriers to foreign and domestic investment in local digital ecosystems;
d) consider how best to promote proportionate taxation and licensing fees in order to encourage long term and sustained investment from the private sector in areas such as 5G and IoT;
e) deploy official development assistance in ways which support the development of an enabling environment for investment and catalyse additional resource mobilization from other sources, public and private,
f) when designing public services based on new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs such as Big Data, AI or IoT, consider the needs of different marginalised groups and ‘design with the user’ to ensure services are accessible to all citizens; 
g) measure access to new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs using sex-disaggregated data to identify gaps that need public policy intervention;
h) consider policies that encourage the use of new and emerging telecommunications/ ICTs to empower women who might otherwise have been socially and economically excluded;
i) encourage the private sector to develop applications and services based on new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs, taking into account diverse user needs by working with marginalised groups such as women and girls, people with disabilities and indigenous people,
invites Member States, Sector Members and other stakeholders to work in a collaborative manner in order to
a) facilitate public-private investment, including by promoting closer cooperation between education and research centres and the private sector in emerging areas such as Artificial Intelligence and 5G;	Comment by Brazil: Text from the current Opinion 3 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
b) facilitate innovative access to finance, including through public-private partnership models;
c) consider how Over The Top services can promote economic development across the economy as well as steps to encourage traditional operators to adapt their business models;
d) consider policies to enable the application of Big Data to support sustainable development;
e) promote infrastructure sharing models in order to reduce the costs of investment in new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs and their applications;
f) share best practice regarding the development of enabling environments for investment;
g) work with the ITU-D as a space for cooperation between Member States, the private sector, international funding agencies and other stakeholders that can foster investment in new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs,
h) adopt enabling policy environments in order to fully mobilize new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs that generate tremendous socio-economic benefits and increased productivity through the use of emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence, machine learning, IoT, and 5G; 	Comment by Brazil: Text from the current Opinion 5 of of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
i) remove barriers to investment and innovation in order to mobilize new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs; 
j) consult with all stakeholders, including the private sector, academia, civil society, and the Internet technical community to ensure an enabling policy environment implemented at the national level reflects stakeholder views and needs; 
k) increase investment in network infrastructure deployment, including 5G and next-generation technologies, in order to strengthen ubiquitous Internet connectivity, which will mobilize new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs; 
l) promote competition and encourage private sector investment in order to encourage the continuing growth and adoption of new and emerging technologies that will promote economic growth and opportunities at the national, regional, and global levels; 
m) promote access to education and skills development and maintenance including e-learning opportunities, particularly in rural and remote areas;
n) work with diverse stakeholders to improve skills at all levels and in a range of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs;
o) foster policy environments based on transparency, stability, predictability, and non-discriminatory measures, and the promotion of innovation; 
p) consider how best to ensure that regulatory frameworks maintain a separation between policy, regulator and sector operation functions in order to ensure a transparent, predictable, independent and non-discriminatory regulatory environment;
q) share information, best practices and lessons learned from national and regional efforts to  implement an enabling policy environment to promote new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs;
r) consider policies to ensure that women and girls, people with disabilities, indigenous people and other marginalised groups are able to share fully the benefits of sustainable development;
s) encourage investment in education and training, including for women and girls, people with disabilities, indigenous people and other marginalised groups, in order to promote skills in areas such as IoT, AI, Big Data and 5G;
t) support global multi-stakeholder initiatives to improve inclusive access, such as the Global Partnership to Bridge the Gender Digital Divide (EQUALS); 
u) promote public access policies, and where possible target them at women and girls, people with disabilities, indigenous people and other marginalised groups as well as rural and low income areas;
v) consider how Over The Top services can benefit marginalised groups and women.
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NEW DRAFT OPINION 4   -   Fostering new and emerging technologies, in particular Artificial Intelligence and OTTs, for Sustainable Development

The sixth World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (Geneva, 202x),
recalling
a)	Resolution 70/1 of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on transforming our world: the 2030 agenda for Sustainable Development;
b)	Resolution 70/125 of the UNGA on the outcome document of the High-level meeting on UNGA in the overall review of the implementation of the outcomes of WSIS, 
c)	relevant WSIS Action Lines and relevant UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
a)	Resolution 71 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) on the Strategic Plan of the Union,	Comment by Brazil: Text from current Opinion 8 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
b)	Resolution 206 (Dubai, 2018) on OTTs,
considering
a)	that the expansion of telecommunication/ICTs networks, spreading access to Internet and global interconnectedness has great potential to accelerate human progress, to bridge the digital divide and to develop knowledge societies;
b)	that e breakthrough technologies, especially new and emerging technologies such as Big Data, Internet of Things (IoT), IMT-2020, Artificial Intelligence (AI), have brought about many eras of significant and non-linear change that profoundly alters economic systems and social structures, and particularly Artificial Intelligence (AI) is one of the main catalysts of the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR);
c)	that AI has emerged as a general-purpose technology with widespread applications throughout the economy and society;
d)	that AI, IoT, IMT-2020, Big Data evolutions are enormous and that countries will harvest its benefits, however, developing countries are at the highest risk of being left behind,
e)	the need to discuss policy issues, as well as the economic implications of OTTs, including issues relating to benefits for consumers, including persons with disabilities and specific needs, competition and innovation;	Comment by Brazil: Text from current Opinion 8 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
f)	that the mutual cooperation between OTTs and telecommunication operators can be an element to foster innovative, sustainable, viable business models and their positive roles in fostering socio-economic benefits; 
g)	that, given the global nature of many OTTs, collaboration across multiple Member States and Sector Members should be strongly encouraged; 
h)	the policy aspects of OTT, some of which may have international considerations,
recognizing
a)	that ICTs has a significant impact on economic and social progress, and more efforts need to be done to accelerate attaining SDGs by leveraging ICTs;
b)	that the advancements in certain SDGs are correlated with telecommunication/ICT development;
c)	new and emerging digital technologies are enablers of the global transition to the digital economy and inclusive economic growth;
d)	that new and emerging technologies have great potential to benefit humanity and bolsters our shared values to advance the SDGs and to overcome global challenges such as poverty, hunger, health, education, and environment;
e)	that the combination of AI with other new and emerging technologies has the potential to dramatically accelerate the benefits of digital transformation for different industries, societies and human life in general;
f)	that that AI should be designed in a way that enables their decisions/actions to be explained and humans to be accountable for their use;
g)	that the ITU, being the UN specialized Agency for Telecommunication/ICT, plays an important leading role in the implementation of WSIS outcomes and achieving the SDGs;
h)	the ongoing work in the ITU and particularly in ITU study groups related new and emerging technologies, including AI, IoT, Big Data, cloud computing, IMT-2020, Distributed ledger technologies and machine learning,
is of the view
1	that policy challenges related to new and emerging technologies need to be addressed at the regional and international levels, with the full involvement of all countries and especially developing countries;
2	that Member States, Sector Members, and all other interested stakeholders should undertake and prioritize all efforts to foster an enabling environment for the greater growth and development of new and emerging technologies and particularly AI;
3	 that there is need to identify practical applications of smart platforms and applications powered by AI and supporting strategies to improve the quality and sustainability of life on our planet, ensure trusted, safe and inclusive development of new and emerging technologies and equitable access to their benefits;
4	that Member States, Sector Members, and other interested stakeholders need to work closely together to address common challenges in the use of AI, IoT, Big Data, etc. such as trust, transparency, bias, accountability and representativeness;
5	that while new and emerging technologies can foster innovation, policy makers need to work together to guarantee and safe and secure technological environment and sustainable future for all;
6	that the ITU should play a role in helping its membership to take advantage of the opportunities and address the challenges caused by AI and other new and emerging technologies; 
7	that all stakeholders should be encouraged to implement projects, programs, and initiatives related to AI so that all stakeholders from all nations could benefit from the use of AI to address the SDGs;
8	that constructive strategies, policies, guidelines or principles are needed to maximize the benefits of AI and other new and emerging technologies;
9	that Member States, Sector Members and other interested stakeholders need to collaborate to harness the benefits of AI, IoT, Big Data, etc. for developing countries and overcome the challenges,
10	that Member States, Sector Members, and other interested stakeholders need to cooperate in addressing the critical issues of interoperability, security, trust, identification, and standardization in the use of the new and emerging technologies, and to address the challenges related to OTTs, including discussion of taxation,	Comment by Brazil: Text from current Opinion 8 of the Annex of the 4th Report of the SG.
11	that studies on OTTs should be done at a regional and international level with the involvement of all countries, including developing countries,
12	that it is important to create approaches on OTTs that help the creation of an environment in which all stakeholders are able to prosper and thrive,
13	that more studies are needed on how telecom regulators could ensure fair and competitive environment between OTTs and traditional telecom operators;
Invites Member States, Sector Members, and all other stakeholders 
1	to work collaboratively to utilize the unlimited potentials that AI and other new and emerging technologies can provide to advance in achieving the SDGs;
2	to promote public policies and strategies at the national, regional, and international levels to overcome AI challenges in the use of new and emerging technologies and in particular AI;
3	to support the participation of developing countries stakeholders in the initiatives, entities, organizations and institutions involved in various aspects of the new and emerging technologies, especially AI,
Invites the Secretary-General 
to support the processes and activities that enable ITU membership to take advantage of the opportunities and address the challenges caused by AI and other new and emerging technologies.
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