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1	Introductory remarks
1.1	The Secretary-General, Mr. Houlin Zhao, welcomed members to the fourth meeting of the EG-ITRs. He commended the enormous effort made by ITU members and industries to address the unprecedented surge in traffic and demand while ensuring that global communication networks remained resilient during the COVID-19 pandemic. He further noted that the ITRs have remained to this day, the only global treaty to establish general principles aimed at facilitating the provision of international telecommunications and as such, a lot of the infrastructure that has kept economies and societies running in these difficult times is thanks to the International Telecommunication Regulations. The Secretary-General emphasized that as more of the world’s critical infrastructure is interconnected to online networks, fostering an enabling environment that can keep pace with a rapidly transforming ICT ecosystem is critical. He wished the Group every success with the provision-by-provision review of the 2012 ITRs and reiterated the assistance and availability of the Secretariat to support the work of the Group, as needed. 
1.2	The Director of the Standardization Bureau (TSB), Mr. Chaesub Lee, in his opening remarks stressed that ICT was no longer an option but an essential part of people’s lives, not only for connectivity but also for taking full control of many services, especially voice and video services. After noting that the discussions of the Group have a link to ITU-T recommendations, he expressed TSB’s support for the work of the Group and updated the members of the relevant work being discussed at the last Study Group meeting cycle.
[bookmark: _Hlk63964279]1.3	The Director of the Development Bureau (BDT), Ms. Doreen Bogdan-Martin assured the Group of BDT’s continued support and appreciated the emphasis on connectivity in the deliberations of the Group, noting that the continued rollout of connectivity which allows for the growth of future networks and technologies that can help countries leapfrog development is crucial for achieving the SDGs and  building a sustainable era of technology-enabled growth for the world, which will be the focus of WTDC-21.
1.4	The Chairman thanked the Elected Officials for their presence and support for the meeting. Given its virtual format and the reduced time, he stressed the need for the Group to work together effectively, efficiently and in the spirit of consensus to complete the portion of the agreed Work Plan assigned to this fourth meeting. He also thanked his Vice-Chairmen for their support and commitment to furthering the work of the Group. 
2	Adoption of the Agenda 
2.1	The Agenda (Document EG-ITRs-4/1 (Rev. 1)) was presented by the Chairman. He suggested that, in the interest of time and in order to ensure completion of the Examination Table for all the provisions assigned to the fourth meeting of the Group, all the contributions to the meeting be presented briefly under Agenda Item 3, followed by a joint discussion to be reflected in the Examination Table.
2.2	The Chairman further suggested that, as per past practice, the Summary Outcome of the Examination Table would be completed during the meeting as agreed by the members, while the remaining two columns on “Applicability in fostering provision and development of networks and services” and “Flexibility to accommodate New trends and Emergent issues” would be completed offline by the Vice-Chairs based on the contributions and discussions at the meeting. The completed Examination Table (9-14/Appendix 2) is annexed to this Meeting Report.
The Agenda was adopted.
3.	Discussion on Contributions received on the following provisions of the ITRs (based on the Work Plan agreed in the first meeting of the EG-ITRs)
3.1	Contributions:
3.1.1	Contribution EG-ITRs-4/2 from Russian Federation - Provision-by-provision examination of sections of the ITRs at the fourth meeting of the EG-ITRs, in accordance with the plan adopted at the first meeting of the group
The Russian Federation also considers that the ITRs as the global treaty is important and useful for regulation of telecommunications. The position of the Russian Federation on the provisions of the ITRs to be examined at the fourth meeting of EG-ITRs is detailed in Table 1 below.
In the course of the further refinement of the ITRs, it would be useful to include in the text of the Regulations terms and/or provisions concerning different aspects of international regulation that will help to accelerate the development, implementation and use of telecommunications/ICTs, particularly in developing countries. It is imperative that the provisions of the ITRs contribute to the bridging of the digital divide, digital transformation, personal data and privacy protection, the use of telecommunications/ICTs in emergency situations, including pandemics, and SDG attainment. The ITRs should facilitate the provision of universal services, reduction of roaming costs, curbing of unsolicited telecommunication messages (including spam) and the implementation of major decisions from the Plenipotentiary Conference, World Radiocommunication Conference, Radiocommunication Assembly, World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly and World Telecommunication Development Conference. An extremely important objective of the ITRs is the building of confidence and security in the use of telecommunications/ICTs at the international level.
3.1.2	Contribution EG-ITRs-4/3 from the United Kingdom - Provision-by-provision examination of the ITRs
The United Kingdom is pleased to submit this contribution to the fourth meeting of the Expert Group on the ITRs. We welcome the invitation to submit contributions to support the provision-by-provision examination of the ITRs, in accordance with the Terms of Reference. This contribution covers Article 9 to 14 of the ITRs, it does not cover Appendix 2 to avoid duplication as our views on Appendix 2 are already reflected in the analysis of the provisions of the ITRs. We look forward to discussing this Examination Table at the fourth meeting of the Expert Group.
3.1.3	Contribution EG-ITRs-4/4 from the Netherlands - Provision-by-provision examination of the ITRs
The view of The Netherlands is that, given the dynamic, competitive nature of the communications market, and the fact that the telecommunications/ICT sector is increasingly being integrated into the broader digital economy, it is unclear how an inflexible treaty instrument such as the ITRs can play a positive role in promoting future growth and prosperity in the international telecommunication marketplace.
The Netherlands is of the view that the provisions as part of a Treaty instrument are not suitable to accommodate the changing market environment and is not convinced that new treaty-level provisions will help to build an enabling environment to attract investment and bridge a digital divide where this still exists.
3.1.4	Contribution EG-ITRs-4/5 from Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan and Kuwait - Provision by provision examination of Articles 9 to 14 and Appendix 2 of the 2012 ITRs
In keeping with the third meeting of the EG-ITRs, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Kuwait, and Jordan are pleased to submit this contribution to the fourth meeting of the Expert Group on the ITRs. Annex 1 contains provision by provision examination table of articles 9 to 14 and Appendix 2 of 2012 ITRs. We look forward to work collaboratively with other Member States to achieve the objectives of the EG-ITRs.
3.1.5	Contribution EG-ITRs-4/6 from Canada and the United States - Views on Articles nine through fourteen and Appendix 2 of the 2012 International Telecommunication Regulations
Articles 9 through 14 and Appendix 2 of the 2012 ITRs are not applicable or sufficiently flexible in today’s communications environment. At the same time, any possible revisions to these provisions would inevitably fail to keep up with the rapid pace of technological change and market evolution.
3.1.6	Contribution EG-ITRs-4/7 from the People's Republic of China - Provision-by-provision examination of articles 9 to 12 and appendix 2 of the 2012 ITRs - Provision by provision examination of Articles 5, 6, 7, 8 and Appendix 1 of the ITRs
At present, participation in conferences, conducting business and studies remotely using ICTs may become the "new normal" for people's work and life. Consequently, the People's Republic of China proposes that, during the review of Articles 9-14 of the 2012 ITRs, the impact of digital transformation brought by the COVID-19 pandemic should be taken into account, and that new provisions should be included to encourage Member States to participate in conferences and activities in a digital, connected and smart way, so as to save manpower, travel and conference costs and promote energy efficiency and emission reduction. At the same time, the Member States should be encouraged to strengthen cooperation in this regard so as to push information telecommunication technology to play a more important role in energy-saving and emission-reduction.
3.2	Discussions on the Contributions
3.2.1	The views on the respective provisions as reflected in the Contributions as well as the deliberations of the Group during the second meeting have been captured in the Examination Table (9-14/Appendix 2) attached as Annex I hereto. The Summary Outcome column was filled as agreed by members during the meeting while the other two columns on “Applicability in fostering provision and development of networks and services” and “Flexibility to accommodate New trends and Emergent issues” respectively have been completed through correspondence by the Vice-Chairs in consultation with the members from their regions based on the contributions and discussions at the meeting. 
3.2.2	Some members were of the view that most of the Articles currently under review by the Group are already covered by corresponding provisions in the ITU CS/CV.
	Some members were of the opinion that repetition of these Articles is understandable in the context of the ITRs.
3.2.3	Some members noted that due consideration should be paid by the Group to the role and relevant activities of ITU-R in relation to the work of the EG-ITRs.
3.2.4	Finally, some members requested that their comments on certain provisions of the 2012 ITRs be reflected in this Report:
a)	Article 10.1: Some members suggested that it is relevant to note that some provisions of the 1988 ITRs contain references to bodies and conferences that are no longer in existence. 
	Some members were of the opinion that the current language included in the Summary Outcome column is broad enough to reflect the various views of the Group, and the Vice Chairs could reflect contributions and discussions more specifically in the Applicability and Flexibility columns.
b)	Article 11: Some members suggested that impact on digital transformation due to the COVID-19 pandemic should be taken into account while reviewing this Article and that new provisions should be included to encourage Member States to participate in conferences and activities digitally to promote energy efficiency and emission reduction.
	Some members were of the opinion that this Article reflects widely recognized provisions of resolutions of the UNGA and other international organizations, as well as the legislation of many ITU Member States concerning environmental protection.
	Some members were of the opinion that this Article is unnecessary and duplicative, and that the current language included in the Summary Outcome column is broad enough to reflect the various views of the Group, and the Vice Chairs could reflect contributions and discussions more specifically in the Applicability and Flexibility columns.
c)	Article 12: Some members were of the opinion that this Article reflects widely recognized provisions of resolutions of the UNGA and other international organizations, as well as the legislation of many ITU Member States concerning the promotion of access for persons with disabilities.
	Some members were of the opinion that this Article does not help in fostering the provision and development of networks and services and it also does not provide flexibility in accommodating new trends and emergent issues.
d)	Articles 13: Some members suggested that the discussions on this Article should emphasize its importance to the international telecommunication ecosystem. 
Some members were of the opinion that the current language included in the Summary Outcome column is broad enough to reflect the various views of the Group, and the Vice Chairs could reflect contributions and discussions more specifically in the Applicability and Flexibility columns.
e)	Article 14: Some members were of the opinion that the criteria of “applicability in fostering provision and development of networks and services” and “flexibility to accommodate new trends and emergent issues” are not relevant for these provisions given that they reflect the modalities related to implementation of the treaty and requested for the advice of ITU’s Legal Counsel on this issue.
	Some members were of the opinion that the meeting should refrain from delving into the legal applicability of the provisions as this issue is not within the mandate of the Group, and that the review criteria of “applicability in fostering provision and development of networks and services” and “flexibility to accommodate new trends and emergent issues” continues to be relevant in respect of the provisions of Article 14. They requested that their views on this should be reflected accordingly in the Examination Table.
4	Next steps
The meeting reviewed and approved this report, pending review and approval of the Annex to be attached hereto. In keeping with past precedence, the Chairman proposed to the Group that the Examination Table (9-14/Appendix 2) which will be set out in the Annex below would be completed by correspondence by the Vice-Chairs and circulated within their region/networks for review in accordance with the process agreed during the meeting (Document EG-ITRs-4/DL/2-E). The meeting reports of the EG-ITR meetings held in September 2020 and February 2021 will be consolidated as a Progress Report to be presented to the next session of Council.
5	Closing of the Meeting
In closing, the Chairman thanked all the ITU Member States and Sector Members who made contributions and participated in the work of the Expert Group, the Vice-Chairmen, and ITU Elected Officials, and the Secretariat and the interpreters for their efficient assistance during the meeting. 
The Group thanked the Chairman and Secretariat for their effective organization and management of the Group.
	Chairman: Mr. Lwando Bbuku (Zambia)

Annex I
Examination Table (9-14/Appendix 2)
	2012 Provisions
	Sub article and Provision
	Related 1988 sub article and provision
	Applicability in fostering provision and development of networks and services
	Flexibility to accommodate New trends and Emergent issues
	Summary Outcome

	68. 
	9.1 If a Member State exercises its right in accordance with
the Constitution and the Convention to suspend international telecommunication services partially or totally, that Member State
shall immediately notify the Secretary-General of the suspension and
of the subsequent return to normal conditions by the most appropriate means of communication.
	7.1 If a Member exercises its right in accordance with the Convention to suspend international telecommunication services partially or totally, that Member shall immediately notify the Secretary-General of the suspension and of the subsequent return to normal conditions by the most appropriate means of communication.
	Some members were of the opinion that the provision is applicable, also because the importance of appropriate coordination has to be taken into consideration when suspension of services is expected.

Some members were of the opinion that the provision serves no benefit, is superfluous or is duplicative to provisions of the CS/CV.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision is flexible to accommodate new trends and emergent issues; because of different reasons like upgrade, maintenance or national situations. 
 
Some members were of the opinion that the provision serves no benefit, is outdated or is duplicative to provisions of the CS/CV.  
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 


	69. 
	9.2 The Secretary-General shall immediately bring such information to the attention of all other Member States, using the most appropriate means of communication.
	7.2 The Secretary-General shall immediately bring such information to the attention of all other Members, using the most appropriate means of communication.
	Some members were of the opinion that the provision is applicable, also because the importance of appropriate coordination has to be taken into consideration when suspension of services is expected.

Some members were of the opinion that the provision serves no benefit, is superfluous or is duplicative to provisions of the CS/CV.  
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision is flexible to accommodate new trends and emergent issues; because of different reasons like upgrade, maintenance or national situations.  

Some members were of the opinion that the provision serves no benefit, is superfluous or is duplicative to provisions of the CS/CV.  
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 


	70. 
	10.1 Using the most suitable and economical means, the
Secretary-General shall disseminate information provided, of an
administrative, operational, or statistical nature, concerning international telecommunication services. Such information shall be disseminated in accordance with the relevant provisions of the
Constitution and the Convention and of this Article, on the basis of
decisions taken by the Council or by competent ITU conferences, and
taking account of conclusions or decisions of ITU assemblies. If so
authorized by the Member State concerned, the information may be transmitted to the Secretary-General directly by an authorized operating agency, and shall then be disseminated by the Secretary-General. Member States should transmit such information to the
Secretary-General in a timely manner, taking into account the relevant ITU-T Recommendations.
	8. Using the most suitable and economical means, the Secretary-General shall disseminate information, provided by administrations*, of an administrative, operational, tariff or statistical nature, concerning international telecommunication routes and services. Such information shall be disseminated in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Convention and of this Article, on the basis of decisions taken by the Administrative Council or by competent administrative conferences, and taking account of conclusions or decisions of Plenary Assemblies of the International Consultative Committees.
* or recognized private operating agency(ies)
	Some members were of the opinion that the provision is applicable; coordination and dissemination of information are the cornerstones for the conveyance and flow of international telecommunication/information networks and services and play a vital role in the current and future telecommunications/ICTs networks. 
 
Some members were of the opinion that the provision does not support the accommodation of new trends and emergent issues, it is duplicative to provisions of the CS/CV; it is an element of the role of ITU.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision is flexible to accommodate new trends and emergent issues; because of different reasons like upgrade, maintenance or national situations. 
 
Some members were of the opinion that the provision does not provide flexibility in accommodating new trends and emergent issues, it is duplicative to provisions of the CS/CV and an element of the role of ITU.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
Some other members suggested that this provision needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user

	71. 
	11.1 Member States are encouraged to adopt  energy efficiency and e-waste best practices taking into account the relevant ITU-T Recommendations.
	
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable. Article 11 of the 2012 ITRs provisions reflects widely recognized provisions of resolutions of the UN and other international organizations and the legislation of many ITU Member States concerning environmental protection. Further, it seems appropriate to replace the reference to ITU-T Recommendations with a reference to ITU Recommendations as the issues covered by this Article concern all telecommunication/ICT devices, systems and networks.

Some members also stated that with the increase of the world’s dependency on the telecommunications/ICTs networks and services, adopting global e-waste and energy efficiency strategies is more necessary than ever before. They were of the opinion that this Article could be linked to SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy), SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production). 

Some  members were of the opinion that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable. They further  noted that Article 11 provisions, though well intentioned, repeat points already made elsewhere in Plenipotentiary resolutions and are not necessary to include in a treaty like the ITRs.

Some  members suggested that this provision needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user. 

Some Members were of the opinion that “Member states are encouraged to adopt” is not legally enforceable so cannot help the development of networks and services. Further, they were of the opinion that this Article is unnecessary as the topic is covered in the Basel Convention. Additionally, the reference to ITU-T recommendations could confuse the regulatory environment.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is flexible. Article 11 of the 2012 ITRs provisions reflects widely recognized provisions of resolutions of the UN and other international organizations and the legislation of many ITU Member States concerning environmental protection. Further, it seems appropriate to replace the reference to ITU-T Recommendations with a reference to ITU Recommendations as the issues covered by this Article concern all telecommunication/ICT devices, systems and networks.

Some members also stated that with the increase of the world’s dependency on the telecommunications/ICTs networks and services, adopting global e-waste and energy efficiency strategies is more necessary than ever before. They were of the opinion that this Article could be linked to SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy), SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production) and that this Article is flexible enough to accommodate current and new ICT trends and needs.

Some  members were of the opinion that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer flexible. They furthernoted that Article 11 provisions, though well intentioned, repeat points already made elsewhere in Plenipotentiary resolutions and are not necessary to include in a treaty like the ITRs.

Some  members suggested that this provision needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user. 

Some members were of the opinion that “Member states are encouraged to adopt” is not legally enforceable so cannot help the development of networks and services. This is unnecessary as the topic is covered in the Basel Convention. The reference to ITU-T recommendations could confuse the regulatory environment.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
Some other members suggested that this provision needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user

	72. 
	12.1 Member States should promote access for persons with disabilities to international telecommunication services, taking into account the relevant ITU-T Recommendations.
	
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision is applicable in fostering provision and development of networks and services.

Some members were of the opinion that, while access for persons with disabilities is an important issue, the mere promoting of access should not be a provision in a telecommunications treaty, since this issue is part of change in societal and cultural environments and frameworks. The issue should be addressed on a higher level to be able to foster the provision and development of networks and services.

	Some members were of the opinion that this provision ensures flexibility to accommodate new trends and emergent issues

Some members were of the opinion that while access for persons with disabilities is an important issue, the mere promoting of access should not be a provision in a telecommunications treaty, but should be addressed on a higher level to be able to accommodate new trends and emergent issues. 
The provision does not provide the needed flexibility. 

	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
Some other members suggested that this provision needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user

	73. 
	13.1 a) Pursuant to Article 42 of the Constitution, special arrangements may be entered into on telecommunication matters which do not concern Member States in general. Subject to national laws, Member States may allow authorized operating agencies or other organizations or persons to enter into such special mutual arrangements with Member States and authorized operating
agencies, or other organizations or persons that are so allowed in
another country for the establishment, operation and use of special international telecommunication networks, systems and services, in
order to meet specialized international telecommunication needs within and/or between the territories of the Member States concerned, and including, as necessary, the financial, technical or operating conditions to be observed.
	9.1 a) Pursuant to Article 31 of the International Telecommunication Convention (Nairobi, 1982), special arrangements may be entered into on telecommunication matters which do not concern Members in general. Subject to national laws, Members may allow administrations* or other organizations or persons to enter into such special mutual arrangements with Members, administrations* or other organizations or persons that are so allowed in another country for the establishment, operation and use of special international telecommunication networks, systems and services, in order to meet specialized international telecommunication needs within and/or between the territories of the Members concerned, and including, as necessary, those financial, technical or operating conditions to be observed.

* or recognized private operating agency(ies)
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision is applicable in fostering provision and development of networks and services as it is an important and applicable practical provision that allows special arrangements with different entities.

Some members were of the opinion that this provision intends to set out a procedure for specific non-regular, and unforeseen, issues that might come into play between Member States and which are not covered by the Treaty. 
Since this covers dedicated specific issues it does not facilitate the provision and development of networks and services.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision ensures flexibility to accommodate new trends and emergent issues.

Some members were of the opinion that this provision intends to set out a procedure for specific non-regular, and unforeseen, issues that might come into play between Member States and which are not covered by the Treaty. 
Since this covers dedicated specific issues it is not relevant with regard to providing flexibility in accommodating new trends and emergent issues.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 


	74. 
	13.1 (b) Any such special arrangements shall endeavour to avoid technical harm to the operation of the telecommunication facilities of third countries.
	b) Any such special arrangements should avoid technical harm to the operation of the telecommunication facilities of third countries.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision is applicable in fostering provision and development of networks and services as it is an important and applicable practical provision that allows special arrangements with different entities.

Some members were of the opinion that this provision intends to set out a procedure for specific non-regular, and unforeseen, issues that might come into play between Member States and which are not covered by the Treaty. 
Since this covers dedicated specific issues it does not facilitate the provision and development of networks and services.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision ensures flexibility to accommodate new trends and emergent issues.

Some members were of the opinion that this provision intends to set out a procedure for specific non-regular, and unforeseen, issues that might come into play between Member States and which are not covered by the Treaty. 
Since this covers dedicated specific issues it is not relevant with regard to providing flexibility in accommodating new trends and emergent issues.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 


	75. 
	13.2 Member States should, where appropriate, encourage the parties to any special arrangements that are made pursuant to No. 73 (13.1) above to take into account relevant provisions of ITU-T Recommendations.
	9.2 Members should, where appropriate, encourage the parties to any special arrangements that are made pursuant to No. 58 to take into account relevant provisions of CCITT Recommendations.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision is applicable in fostering provision and development of networks and services as it encourages – without obligation - the parties to take into account ITU-T Recommendations.

Some members were of the opinion that “Member States should, where appropriate, encourage” is not legally enforceable and furthermore, is likely to be inconsistently applied by states because of different interpretations of ‘where appropriate’ and ‘encourage’. Further, given that provision 13.2 sets a working process related to provision 13.1, this provision also does not facilitate the provision and development of networks and services.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision ensures flexibility to accommodate new trends and emergent issues.

Some members were of the opinion that there are many new ITU-T Recommendations every year to address New trends and Emergent issues. However, this also means that there is a cache of outmoded and redundant Recommendations. This provision requires member states to encourage parties to any special arrangement to take into account these redundant Recommendations.  Further, given that provision 13.2 sets a working process related to provision 13.1, this provision also is not relevant with regard to providing flexibility in accommodating new trends and emergent issues.

Some members were of the opinion that it could be updated  to refer to ITU Recommendations in general.

	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
Some other members suggested that this provision needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user

	76. 
	[footnoteRef:1]14.1  These Regulations, of which Appendices 1 and 2 form integral parts, shall enter into force on 1 January 2015, and shall be applied as of that date, consistent with all the provisions of Article 54 of the Constitution. [1:  Article 14: Some members were of the opinion that the examination criteria of “applicability in fostering provision and development of networks and services” and “flexibility to accommodate new trends and emergent issues” are not relevant for these provisions and requested for the advice of ITU’s Legal Counsel on this issue. The Legal Counsel advised that these provisions are factual and reflect the modalities related to implementation of the treaty. Some members were of the opinion that the meeting should refrain from delving into the legal applicability of the provisions as this issue is not within the mandate of the Group, and that the review criteria of “applicability in fostering provision and development of networks and services” and “flexibility to accommodate new trends and emergent issues” continues to be relevant in respect of the provisions of Article 14s.] 

	10.1 These Regulations, of which Appendices 1, 2 and 3 form integral parts, shall enter into force on 1 January 1990 at 0001 hours UTC.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision is applicable in fostering provision and development of networks and services

Some members were of the opinion that since this provision addresses the commencement of the treaty, it is irrelevant to the provision and development of networks and services.
	Some members were of the opinion that the issue of flexibility does not apply with this respect to this provision.

Some members were of the opinion that since this provision addresses the commencement of the treaty, it is irrelevant in terms of flexibility in accommodating new trends and emergent issues



	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
]

	77. 
	14.2 If a Member State makes reservations with regard to the application of one or more of the provisions of these Regulations, other Member States shall be free to disregard the said provision or provisions in their relations with the Member State which has made such reservations.
	10.2 On a date specified in No. 61, the Telegraph Regulations (Geneva, 1973) and the Telephone Regulations (Geneva, 1973) shall be replaced by these International Telecommunication Regulations (Melbourne, 1988) pursuant to the International Telecommunication Convention.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision is applicable in fostering provision and development of networks and services, and there is no change to it from the ITRs  provision except for referral to Member States instead of administrations.

Some members were of the opinion that, since this provision allows Member States to make reservations on any provision of the Treaty, the effectiveness of the Treaty is weakened, and it does not help in fostering the provision and development of networks and services.
	The provision establishes a special regime for reservations and declarations, and therefore, the issue of flexibility does not apply.

Some members were of the opinion that, since this provision allows Member States to make reservations on any provision of the Treaty, the effectiveness of the Treaty is weakened, and it does not support flexibility when new trends or emerging issues arise
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 


	2/1
	1.  General        
	1. General
	Some members stated that any revisions to the ITRs, including to Appendix 2, would inevitably fail to keep up with the rapid pace of technological change and market evolution.

Some members were of the opinion that the ITRs need to be revised and that Appendix 2 is an integral part of the ITRs.
	Some members stated that any revisions to the ITRs, including to Appendix 2, would inevitably fail to keep up with the rapid pace of technological change and market evolution.

Some members were of the opinion that the ITRs need to be revised and that Appendix 2 is an integral part of the ITRs.
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision may not be relevant to the examination criteria that has been set

	2/2
	1.1  The provisions contained in Article 8 and Appendix 1,
taking into account the relevant ITU-T Recommendations, shall also apply to maritime telecommunications when establishing and settling accounts under this Appendix, insofar as the following provisions do not provide otherwise.
	The provisions contained in Article 6 and Appendix 1, taking into account the relevant CCITT Recommendations, shall also apply to maritime telecommunications in so far as the following provisions do not provide otherwise.
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable .

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 


	2/3
	2.  Accounting Authority
	2. Accounting Authority
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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	2.1 Charges for maritime telecommunications in the
maritime mobile service and the maritime mobile-satellite service
shall, in principle, and subject to national law and practice, be collected from the maritime mobile station licensee:
	2.1 Charges for maritime telecommunications in the maritime mobile service and the maritime mobile-satellite service shall in principle, and subject to national law and practice, be collected from the maritime mobile station licensee:

	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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	a) by the administration that has issued the licence; or
	a) by the administration that has issued the licence; or
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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	b) by an authorized operating agency; or
	b) by a recognized private operating agency; or
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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	c) by any other entity or entities designated for this purpose by the administration referred to in No. 2/5 (2.1.a)) above.
	c) by any other entity or entities designated for this purpose by the administration referred to in (a) above.
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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	2.2 The administration or the authorized operating agency or
the designated entity or entities listed in 2.1 above are referred to in this Appendix as the "accounting authority".
	2.2 The administration or the recognized private operating agency or the designated entity or entities listed in paragraph 2.1 are referred to in this Appendix as the "accounting authority".
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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	2.3 References to authorized operating agency contained in
Article 8 and Appendix 1 shall be read as "accounting authority" when applying the provisions of Article 6 and Appendix 1 to maritime telecommunications.
	2.3 References to administration* contained in Article 6 and Appendix 1 shall be read as "accounting authority" when applying the provisions of Article 6 and Appendix 1 to maritime telecommunications.

*or recognized private operating agency(ies)
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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2.4 Member States shall designate their accounting authority or authorities for the purposes of implementing this Appendix and notify their names, identification codes and  addresses to the Secretary-General for inclusion in the List of Ship Stations and Maritime Mobile Service Identity Assignments. The number of such
names and addresses shall be limited, taking into account the relevant ITU-T Recommendations.  
	2.4 Members shall designate their accounting authority or authorities for the purposes of implementing this Appendix and notify their names, identification codes and addresses to the Secretary-General for inclusion in the List of Ship Stations; the number of such names and addresses shall be limited taking into account the relevant CCITT Recommendations.   
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICT services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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	3. Establishment of accounts
	3. Establishment of accounts
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICT services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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	3.1 In principle, an account shall be considered as accepted without the need for specific notification of acceptance to the service provider that sent it.
	3.1 In principle, an account shall be considered as accepted without the need for specific notification of acceptance to the accounting authority that sent it.
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICT services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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	3.2 However, any accounting authority has the right to
question the contents of an account for a period of six calendar months after dispatch of the account, even after the account has been paid.
	3.2 However, any accounting authority has the right to question the contents of an account for a period of six calendar months after dispatch of the account.
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICT services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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	4  Settlement of balances of account
	4  Settlement of balances of account
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICT services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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	4.1 All international maritime telecommunication accounts
shall be paid by the accounting authority without delay and in any case within six calendar months after dispatch of the account, except where the settlement of accounts is undertaken in accordance with No. 2/17 (4.3) below.
	4.1 All international maritime telecommunication accounts shall be paid by the accounting authority without delay and in any case within six calendar months after dispatch of the account, except where the settlement of accounts is undertaken in accordance with paragraph 4.3 below.
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICT services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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	4.2 If international maritime telecommunication accounts
remain unpaid after six calendar months, the administration that has licensed the mobile station shall, on request, take steps, within the limits of applicable national law, to ensure settlement of the accounts from the licensee.
	4.2 If international maritime telecommunication accounts remain unpaid after six calendar months, the administration that has licensed the mobile station shall, on request, take all possible steps, within the limits of applicable national law, to ensure settlement of the accounts from the licensee.
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICT services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible.
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	4.3 If the period between the date of dispatch and receipt
exceeds one month, the receiving accounting authority should at
once notify the originating service provider that queries and
payments may be delayed. The delay shall, however, not exceed three calendar months in respect of payment, or five calendar months in respect of queries, both periods commencing from the date of receipt of the account.
	4.3 If the period between the date of dispatch and receipt exceeds one month, the receiving accounting authority should at once notify the originating accounting authority that queries and payments may be delayed. The delay shall, however, not exceed three calendar months in respect of payment, or five calendar months in respect of queries, both periods commencing from the date of receipt of the account.
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICT services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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	4.4 The debtor accounting authority may refuse the
settlement and adjustment of accounts presented more than twelve calendar months after the date of the traffic to which the accounts relate, unless provided otherwise under national law in which case the maximum deadline can be within eighteen calendar months.
	4.4 The debtor accounting authority may refuse the settlement and adjustment of accounts presented more than eighteen calendar months after the date of the traffic to which the accounts relate.
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is applicable. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer applicable.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICTs services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 requires no change as it is flexible. 

Some members were of the opinion that Appendix 2 is not necessary as it is no longer flexible.

Some other members suggested that Appendix 2 needs to be updated to reflect the changes that have taken place in the provision of telecommunication/ICT services to the end user
	Some members were of the opinion that this provision requires no change as it is applicable and flexible. 
Some members stated that this provision is not necessary as it is no longer applicable or flexible. 
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