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	Summary

This document provides an update on the preparations for the High-Level Political Forum 2021, to take place form 6 -15 July 2021 at UN Headquarters in New York.
Action required

Members are invited to note the updates. 

References

****


Updates: High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) 2021
1. Dates, Theme and SDGs

· The HLPF will take place from Tuesday 6 July to Thursday 15 July 2021. It includes the three-day ministerial meeting of the forum from Tuesday, 13 July, to Thursday, 15 July 2021 as part of the high-level segment of the ECOSOC.

· The theme will be "Sustainable and resilient recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic that promotes the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development: building an inclusive and effective path for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda in the context of the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development". 
· The Forum will also review a weighty set of SDGs, including SDGs 1 (no poverty), 2 (zero hunger), 3 (health and wellbeing), 8 (decent work and economic growth), 10 (reduce inequalities), 12 (responsible consumption and production), 13 (climate action), 16 (peace, justice and strong institutions) and 17 (partnerships). 

· The agenda and annotated programme is still being prepared and consultations are ongoing with the President and Bureau of ECOSOC. 

· There are still uncertainties on the logistical aspects of participation, whether the HLPF will be held virtually, as in 2020, or in-person, or in a hybrid format. 

· The UN system organizations as well as the major groups and other stakeholders will continue to be invited by the President of ECOSOC to provide inputs to the 2021 HLPF. The invitation letters were sent out on 9 December, with the deadline for receiving inputs by 15 March 2021. All inputs to be received will be posted at the HLPF website as well as be synthesized as the official HLPF documents, as per past practice.  

The template conveyed in the letter of the President of the Council includes the following items: 

a) Impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the implementation of the SDGs under review in the 2021 HLPF from the vantage point of your intergovernmental body, bearing in mind the interlinkages with other SDGs; 

b) Actions, policy guidance, progress, challenges and areas requiring urgent attention in relation to the SDGs and to the theme within the area under the purview of your intergovernmental body; 

c) An assessment of the situation regarding the principle of “ensuring that no one is left behind” at the global, regional and national levels against of background of the COVID-19 pandemic in achieving the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs, within the respective area addressed by your intergovernmental bodies; 

d) Cooperation, measures and commitments at all levels in promoting sustainable and resilient recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic; 

e) Various measures and policy recommendations on building an inclusive and effective path for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda in the context of the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development.
2. Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs)

· The following 44 countries will be presenting a VNR at the 2021 session of the HLPF.

	HLPF 2021 –VNR Countries by ITU Regional Presence 

	Africa
	Americas
	Arab states


	Asia and the Pacific


	Commonwealth of Independent States
	Europe

	1. Angola

2. Cabo Verde*

3. Chad*

4. Madagascar*

5. Namibia*

6. Sierra Leone**

7. Zimbabwe*
	1. Antigua and Barbuda

2. Bahamas*

3. Bolivia

4. Colombia**

5. Cuba

6. Dominican Republic*

7. Guatemala**

8. Mexico**

9. Nicaragua

10. Paraguay*

11. Uruguay**


	1. Djibouti

2. Egypt**

3. Iraq*

4. Qatar**

5. Tunisia*


	1. Bhutan*

2. China*

3. Democratic People's Republic of Korea

4. Indonesia**

5. Japan*

6. Lao People's Democratic Republic*

7. Malaysia*

8. Marshall Islands

9. Myanmar

10. Pakistan*

11. Thailand*


	1. Azerbaijan**
	1. Czech Republic*

2. Cyprus*

3. Denmark*

4. Germany*

5. Norway*

6. San Marino

7. Slovakia*

8. Spain*

9. Sweden*



	Countries with one asterisk * are second timers and those with two asterisks ** are third timers


3. ECOSOC and HLPF Review Process

· The ECOSOC and HLPF review process continues during the 75th session of the GA. The President of the GA has appointed the PRs of Austria and Senegal to co-facilitate the inter-governmental negotiations. Member States agreed that the review should take into account the impact of COVID-19 on the SDGs, address the inter-linkages between the goals and consider synergies and trade-off. The co-facilitators are hoping to conclude the review process by March 2021.

4. ITU contributions to HLPF 2021

· As per past practice, ITU will continue to contribute to the HLPF 2021 process through:
a) Contributions from the ITU Council, WSIS Forum, Partnership on measuring ICT for Development, Broadband Commission for Sustainable Development and UNGIS;

b) Statements/interventions in corresponding agenda items, including delivering the ITU Secretary-General’s statement during the General Debate;
c) Organizing and participating in side and special events in collaboration with Members States, UN partners, ICT industry and civil society organizations; 

d) Inputs to UN Reports and background thematic papers; 
e) Other, such as ICT Accelerated Actions contributions, etc.  

• http://www.itu.int/council •


