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	Summary

This document highlights the WSIS activities related to COVID-19 response.
Action required

Members are invited to note the information provided in the document. 

Reference
*****


WSIS ACTIVITIES RELATED TO COVID-19 RESPONSE
The COVID-19 crisis has illustrated the power and promise of information and communication technologies (ICTs) for continued functioning of societies. In collaboration and at the request of Stakeholders, WSIS Secretariat initiated some initiatives and activities to highlight the full power of ICTs to respond to and recover from COVID-19 pandemic, as follows:
1. WSIS TalkX 
In April 2020, at the request of WSIS stakeholders, the WSIS Team hosted regular weekly virtual WSIS TalkX for the WSIS Stakeholders to interact, connect and collaborate. Each week, virtual WSIS TalkX explore an aspect of the global response to COVID-19, providing WSIS Stakeholders with a platform to create partnerships for on-the-ground action. The sessions have been adapted to podcasts and are available to listen and download at WSIS TalkX Podcast.
2. The Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response – ICT Case Repository

As part of the WSIS Stocktaking ongoing efforts to promote the good use of ICTs in making social impact, and in order to provide useful, replicable and actionable information to all WSIS community and beyond, the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response – ICT Case Repository was initiatited for collecting projects and activities on how ICTs are assisting stakeholders in their everyday life, work, and combating challenges caused by this extraordinary pandemic. 

The call for submissions invited the stakeholders to describe how are they using ICTs to help communities respond to COVID-19, ensuring an impactful use of the WSIS Action Lines in advancing SDGs, and to list projects and activities introduced during COVID-19 to enable efficient continuation of efficient work while creating social impact. The aim of this repository is to help individuals and communities around the world to continue to partner, collaborate and implement in these exceptional pandemic circumstances through the use of information and communication technologies. 

The submitted projects were reviewed and featured on the WSIS Stocktaking Platform and promoted through various channels including the WSIS Flash newsletter, WSIS TalkX podcasts and social media channels. The expected impact is to witness the submitted good ICT practices being replicated elsewhere and thus join the collective effort in responding to COVID-19 pandemic and advancing SDGs. A draft zero version of the special ICT Case Repository: The Coronavirus Response is now available here: http://www.itu.int/go/wsis2020outcomes
3. Workshops at WSIS Forum 2020

More than 70 workshops organised by various stakeholders highlighted issues and efforts related to the topic of COVID-19 at the WSIS Forum 2020. Many emphasised the importance of ICTs, in particular internet access and connectivity for all during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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