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ITU SECTOR STUDY GROUP ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE WSIS AND SDG PROCESS
	Summary
The document provides information on the strengthened collaboration between the ITU Study Groups and the WSIS Process and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, highlighting the engagement of Study Groups during the WSIS Forum 2020. 

Action required

Members are invited to note the document and explore ways of further strengthening collaboration.

References

· The United Nations General Assembly Overall Review on WSIS (Res. A/70/125) calling for a close alignment between the WSIS Process and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (Res. A/70/1)
· The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Resolution 2020/12 on Assessment of the progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society

· CWG-WSIS&SDG-35/8-E
· SG1RGQ/REP/22-E and SG2RGQ/REP/22-E
· SG1RGQ/340-E and SG2RGQ/240-E
· SG1RGQ/TD/18 and SG2RGQ/258-E
· SG1RGQ/258 and SG2RGQ/167


ITU SECTOR STUDY GROUP ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE WSIS AND SDG PROCESS
The document provides information on the strengthened collaboration between the ITU Study Groups and the WSIS Process and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, highlighting the engagement of Study Groups during the WSIS Forum 2020. It also reflects on the collaborative efforts between the Study Groups and the WSIS Stocktaking and WSIS Prizes. 
ITU-D

1) Exploring synergies with the WSIS Process:

WSIS Secretariat has been providing regular briefings and updates on the WSIS Process to the Study Groups. During the  rapporteur meeting of the ITU-D Study Group 1 (SG1) and the meeting rapporteur meeting of the Study Group 2 (SG2) which took place virtually from 21 September to 2 October 2020 and virtually from 5 to 16 October 2020, the WSIS Secretariat had presented the documents which were noted with appreciation by the ITU-D Membership (SG1RGQ/REP/22-E and SG2RGQ/REP/22-E):Document SG1RGQ/340-E and SG2RGQ/240-E invited ITU-D Membership to continue exploring possible collaborative efforts with the WSIS Stocktaking in collecting ICT projects that are advancing the sustainable development, utilizing them in the work of the relevant study Questions in ITU-D study groups, and promoting the WSIS Prizes contest as integral part of the WSIS Stocktaking. 
Document SG1RGQ/TD/18 building on earlier exchanges between the two platforms, provided outcomes of the WSIS Forum 2020 and highlights the engagement of Study Groups during the WSIS Forum 2020, strengthening the work of the Study Groups with the WSIS Process and the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development. 

The importance of the WSIS Stocktaking Database was highlighted and members of the study group were invited to explore its projects for possible synergies with the ongoing work and planned deliverables. This was a follow-up to an earlier document (1/207 and 2/190) which considers possible linkages between the WSIS Prizes Winner and Champion projects in 2018 and 2019 and ITU-D SG1 and SG2 Questions.
2) Engagements of Study Groups at the WSIS Forum 2020:
ITU-D Study Groups, following the document prepared by BDT (SG1RGQ/258 and SG2RGQ/167), which explored benefits and possible next steps for collaboration between ITU-D study groups and the WSIS Forum, organized two sessions during WSIS Forum 2020 focusing on the work of ITU-D Study Groups in order to increase opportunities for collaboration with the WSIS Process. 
The workshops are as follows:

· Wednesday, 8 July 2020, 14:00-15:00 CEST: Facing Realities in Digital Transformation: Emerging Trends and Challenges (ITU-D Study Groups)
· Link: https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2020/Agenda/Session/274 

· Thursday, 9 July 2020, 14:00-15:00 CEST: A roadmap to a trusted Cloud for Good (ITU-D Study Groups)
Link: https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2020/Agenda/Session/279 
3) Outcomes of the WSIS Forum 2020:

The document (SG1RGQ/TD/18 and SG2RGQ/258-E) was presented to the rapporteur meetings of the ITU-D Study Groups in September-October 2020, inviting participants to explore ways of further strengthening collaboration with the WSIS Process and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The contributions of the Study Groups to the WSIS Forum 2020 Stakeholders were appreciated and recognized by the stakeholders, with the hope to strengthen further the collaboration between the WSIS Forum and ITU-D study groups in future.
The Study Groups expressed their appreciation and thanked the WSIS team for actively collaborating with the ITU-D study groups to make these events possible. The Chairman of the Study Group 2 requested the rapporteur group management teams to consider these documents to continue the good collaboration between ITU-D study groups and the WSIS Forum.

4) Preparations for WSIS Forum 2021:

The document (SG2RGQ/258-E) encouraged further collaboration between WSIS Forum 2021 and the ITU-D Study Groups. 

Those active in ITU-D study groups, including its chairs, vice-chairs, rapporteurs and vice-rapporteurs have long been involved as speakers and active contributors in WSIS action line sessions. At WSIS Forum 2021, rapporteurs and vice-rapporteurs will continue to provide input for different sessions on the work and outcomes of the ITU-D study groups as it relates to specific topics of interest. Following the appreciated session of the ITU-D Study Group at the WSIS Forum 2020 by the stakeholders, similar sessions are being explored to discuss, among other things, the value of the study group platform and how input from the WSIS platform can inform reports and guidelines coming out of the ITU-D study groups.

ITU-T

1) Tutorials on WSIS, SDGs, WSIS Forum:

TSB, together with the WSIS Secretariat, developed a plan for forthcoming ITU-T study group meetings where information document on WSIS, SDGs, WSIS Forum could be submitted by the General Secretariat.

2) Engagements of Study Groups at the WSIS Forum 2020:

· ITU-T Study Group 15 organized a workshop on Bridging the digital divide: how ITU-T standards enable installation of optical fibre cable in remote areas on Wednesday, 8 July 2020, 12:00-13:00 CEST at the WSIS Forum 2020. The session discussed the possibility of the unprecedentedly standardized ITU-T solution and elaborated on how to quickly and globally penetrate the solution toward bridging the digital divide and stopping the pandemics particularly in remote areas in developing countries.

· ITU-T Study Groups members were also participated as a panellist in several sessions during the WSIS Forum 2020. 
ITU-R

A WSIS TalkX was organized in collaboration with ITU-R Study Group 5 secretariat on  ICTs and Civil Aviation: Trends, Opportunities and Challenges  to mark the UN International Civil Aviation Day on the 7 December 2020, 14:00 – 15:00 CET (UTC+1) https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2020/en/Home/WSISTalkX.

Discussions on further collaboration with ITU-R Study Groups are ongoing. 

• http://www.itu.int/council •


