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	Summary

This document serves to inform the Group about the activities related to the WSIS Prizes, in particular: 

· results of the WSIS Prizes 2020 contest, and 

· ongoing and planned activities related to the WSIS Prizes 2021. 

Action required

Members are invited to note the document and participate in the new call for WSIS Prizes 2021 submissions.

References

Res. A/70/125; Res. A/70/1; The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Resolution 2020/12; Official Call for WSIS Prizes 2021 Submissions


WSIS PRIZES 2020 AND 2021

WSIS Prize winners represent the innovative and high-impact projects from around the world that demonstrate the vital role of ICTs in achieving the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. The prizes are awarded across 18 categories, each directly linked to the 11 WSIS Action Lines defined in the Geneva Plan of Action.

This year, a record number of 806 projects were submitted by the WSIS stakeholders around the world, in which 776 projects were nominated after the deliberation of the Expert Group. 90 Champions were selected based on over two million votes cast by WSIS stakeholders. During the final week of the WSIS Forum 2020, the 18 WSIS Prize 2020 Winners were announced and celebrated in the specially designed virtual WSIS Prizes 2020 Ceremony to recognised their achievement and to thank all stakeholders who contributed to another successful WSIS Prizes contest.
Following the announcement of the WSIS Prizes 2020 Champions in February this year, awardees have been extensively promoted on WSIS and ITU online platforms. Numerous virtual sessions were organised for global promotion of their innovative projects, including those during the virtual WSIS TalkX from April till June, and the series of five virtual sessions during the virtual WSIS Forum 2020, which started on 22 June, with more than 1,000 participants. As part of the promotion of awardees, a special virtual exhibition dedicated to the WSIS Prizes 2020 has been inaugurated in June. To explore it in more details, visit the WSIS Forum 2020 online networking platform ImeetyouatWSIS.

To explore in more depth about the Winners, read the WSIS Stocktaking Success Stories 2020 publication. Please find below the full list of the 18 Winners, in order of the WSIS Action Line: 

• Action Line C1 - The role of government and all stakeholders in the promotion of ICTs for development
Winner: Digital Clinic, Infocomm Media Development Authority, Singapore

• Action Line C2 - Information and communication infrastructure
Winner: Digital Inclusion - Free WiFi, Agencia Digital de Innovación Pública, Mexico

• Action Line C3 - Access to information and knowledge
Winner: UAE Infrastructure Geo-spatial Platform, Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure, United Arab Emirates

• Action Line C4 - Capacity building
Winner: Siberkreasi (Indonesia's National Movement for Digital Literacy), Siberkreasi, Indonesia

• Action Line C5 - Building confidence & security in the use of ICTs
Winner: Global Accredited Cybersecurity Education Scheme: Centre of Excellence for Capacity Building and Lifelong Learning, CyberSecurity Malaysia, Malaysia

• Action Line C6 - Enabling environment
Winner: Start-up Tunisia, Ministry of Communication Technologies, Tunisia

• Action Line C7 - E-government
Winner: Sabooj Sathi Online 3.0, Backward Classes Welfare Department, India

• Action Line C7 - E-business
Winner: Business Digital Transformation Centers, Ministry of Information and Communication Technology, Colombia

• Action Line C7 - E-learning
Winner: The First International CyberSchool of the future for the new IT generation, KIBERone, Russian Federation

• Action Line C7 - E-health
Winner: Early Diagnosis of Breast Cancer using Artificial Intelligence (AI), Ministry of Health, Oman

• Action Line C7 - E-employment
Winner: Recruitment Process Management as a Shared Service for Govt Agencies of Bangladesh, Bangladesh Computer Council, Bangladesh

• Action Line C7 - E-environment
Winner: China Unicom “Smart Blue” public service big data platform, Network Intelligent Operation Research Center of China Unicom Research Institute, China

• Action Line C7 - E-agriculture
Winner: Eyes in the Sky, Smart Techs on the Ground, Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation ACP EU, Netherlands

• Action Line C7 - E-science
Winner: Open Data Policy and Portal, Ministry of Transport and Communications, Qatar

• Action Line C8 - Cultural diversity & identity, linguistic diversity
Winner: Attaa initiative (العطاء الرقمي), Ministry of Communications and Information Technology, Saudi Arabia

• Action Line C9 - Media
Winner: Voices of Women Media, Voices of Women Media, Nepal

• Action Line C10 - Ethical dimensions of the Information Society
Winner: ICT and Media: Efficient tools for youth to Counter Violent Extremism, Ghana Investment Fund for Electronic Communications, Ghana

• Action Line C11 - International & regional cooperation
Winner: Asociación Innovactoras, Spain

WSIS Prizes 2021

The new call for WSIS Prizes 2021 was launched on 1 November with the deadline for submission set for 25 January 2021. All stakeholders are encouraged to continue sharing best practices and innovative ICT-related initiatives and projects to accelerate SDGs. The 10th edition of the contest of the WSIS Prizes and call for submissions (www.wsis.org/prizes) is an exceptional international recognition of WSIS stakeholders as Winners and Champions for their excellence in supporting the implementation of WSIS outcomes, in particular WSIS Action Lines supporting achievement of SDGs. 

The eighteen Winners and Champions will be recognized at the WSIS Forum 2021. The winning projects will be included in the WSIS Stocktaking: Success Stories 2021 publication, while all submitted descriptions of projects and activities will be reflected in the WSIS Stocktaking Report 2021.

All stakeholders are invited to consider the ITU Secretary-General’s Official Call for Submissions by 25 January and promote this call within ICT communities and networks. 

Please find listed below the five phases of the contest:

1. The first phase: Submission phase 

5 November 2020 – 25 January 2021 (Deadline for last submission: 23:00 Geneva time) 

2. The second phase: Nomination Phase. Revision of submitted projects that will result with a list of 360 nominated projects, twenty (20) projects per Action Line Category (18)

1 February – 26 February 2021 (twenty projects per each category will be nominated)

3. The third phase: Public online voting (identification of five projects per category with the highest number of votes) 
1 March – 31 March 2021 (Deadline for casting last vote: 23:00 Geneva time) 

4. The fourth phase: Selection of winning projects by the ITU Expert Group that will result with a list of winning projects 
1 April – 12 April 2021

5. The fifth phase: Announcement of winners to the public during WSIS Prize 2021 Ceremony at WSIS Forum 2021, and the release of publication “WSIS Stocktaking: Success Stories 2021”, which is a compilation of extended descriptions of the 18 winning projects and 72 champion projects. 
For more details about each of the phase, and to find out about the Rules and Guidelines, please visit the website www.wsis.org/prizes 

Based on constructive recommendations and input received from the WSIS stakeholders, WSIS Prizes, as integral part of the WSIS Stocktaking, is continuously introducing innovations to further improve the contest highlighting social, economic, and environmental impact of the submitted projects.

• http://www.itu.int/council •


