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	Summary

The document reports on the WSIS Stocktaking activities in 2020 and on the ongoing and planned activities for 2021, in particular:

· WSIS Stocktaking Reports and Publications

· Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response – ICT Case Repository

· WSIS Photo Contest

Action required

Members are invited to note the document and to continue contributing to the ongoing new calls for submissions.

References

Res. A/70/125;  Res. A/70/1; The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Resolution 2020/12; WSIS Stocktaking 2020 Report ; WSIS Stocktaking: Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response – ICT Case Repository


WSIS STOCKTAKING PROCESS 2020 AND 2021
WSIS Stocktaking is a unique global platform for collecting information and annual reporting on information and communication technology related initiatives and projects, carried out by governments, international organizations, the business sector, civil society, academia and other entities. The global repository aligns all the projects with the WSIS Action Lines and SDGs. 
In 2020, WSIS Stocktaking launched an annual WSIS Stocktaking Global Report, prepared six (6) Regional Reports, and  the ICT Case Repository on the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response. 

Reports and Publications

The 2020 edition of the Report on the WSIS Stocktaking is the continuation of the annual series. The Report was presented during the final week of the WSIS Forum 2020 (7-10 September) and at the same occasion, an interactive session was organised to highlight this year’s WSIS Stocktaking activities and results.
This eleventh edition reflects 776 activities relating to ICTs for development, submitted to the WSIS Stocktaking Platform from the 2nd July to 29th November 2019, each one highlighting projects and initiatives by stakeholders involved in the implementation of the SDGs, responding to ITU’s official call in 2019 for Stocktaking updates and new entries. The WSIS Action Line facilitators and co-facilitators have also contributed their inputs to the present Report.  

Since 2014, the WSIS Stocktaking started compiling bi-annual regional reports to reflect accumulative effort made in the regions of Africa, Americas, Arab States, Asia and Pacific, CIS, and Europe. The third series of these regional reports reflect 2019 and 2020 submissions with 1,838 projects. All WSIS Stocktaking publications are in electronic form since 2015, and as such, are considered as working documents available for updates. 

The Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response – ICT Case Repository

This WSIS Stocktaking COVID-19 ICT Case Repository was initiated with the objective to collect and share ICT-based solutions to respond to the widespread challenges brought by the COVID-19 pandemic while highlighting their alignment with the WSIS Action Lines and SDGs.

The aim of this COVID-19 ICT Case Repository is to help stakeholders to continue forging partnerships, to collaborate and implement ICT projects, policies and new measures in these exceptional circumstances. We invite all to review and make a good use of the first edition of the WSIS Stocktaking: Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response – ICT Case Repository.
Since its launch in April 2020, the ICT case repository has collected more than 300 submissions, out of which 220 entries have been carefully reviewed and showcased in this publication. The call for submissions asked stakeholders to describe how they are using ICTs to help communities respond to COVID-19, ensuring an impactful use of the WSIS Action Lines in advancing the SDGs, and to list projects and activities introduced during COVID-19 to enable the efficient continuation of work while creating social impact.

This special WSIS Stocktaking COVID-19 ICT Case Repository provides information on some of the good ICT innovations which have enabled millions around the world to face the challenges brought about by COVID-19 and continue with their personal and professional lives. The call for this ICT Case Repository is ongoing and stakeholders are encouraged to continue submitting and promoting this platform within ICT for development communities and networks. The new updated report is planned to be presented during the WSIS Forum 2021.

WSIS Photo Contest

Following the success of the first three editions of the WSIS Forum Photo Contest, the WSIS team is pleased to announce another successful edition of WSIS Photo Contest 2020 that was launched on 22 July 2019. WSIS community was invited to picture how are ICTs advancing SDGs on the ground, therefore contributing to WSIS Stocktaking overall. 
The new call for the WSIS Photo Contest 2021 is open and the submissions are currently being accepted. The deadline for submission is 8 March 2021. The finalists will be announced soon after, while the winners of the contest will be announced during the WSIS Forum 2021 (17-21 May). In addition, all photos that fit the criteria will be exposed at the dedicated Photo Contest Exhibition at the Forum and promoted in WSIS-related events.
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