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I have the honour to transmit to the Member States of the Council a letter from the Government of Ethiopia on the holding of the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2021 (WTDC-21).
	Houlin ZHAO
	Secretary-General

	Summary
The Secretary-General has received a letter from the Government of Ethiopia regarding the holding of the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2021 (WTDC-21). 
Action required
The Council is invited to consider this document.
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p: Mr. Houlin Zhao

“¢’International Telecommunications Union, Secretary-General

Geneva, Switzerland

Subject: - Request for Postponing World Telecommunications Development
Conference 2021 (WTDC-21)

Dear Secretary General

The Government of Ethiopia is honored and excited to host the World Telecommunications
Development Conference, in Addis Ababa. We received the decision of the Member States for
Ethiopia to be the host of WTDC-21 with high enthusiasm. Following the Member States decision
back in October 2019, preparations for WTDC-21 have been underway over the past year.

We have assembled a national steering committee from different stakeholders which will make
critical decisions, create intragovernmental collaborations and facilitate high stakeholder
engagement in the preparation process. We have also established ten different sub-committees that
will carry out the day today preparations for WTDC. In the process we have also engaged the

private IT industry to create a wholesome preparatory process.

Preparations are well underway as we get closer to the conference to make WTDC-21 successful,
that will set critical strategies and objectives for the development of telecommunication and
provide the next direction and guidance to the Telecommunication Development Sector worldwide

while having a truly Ethiopian and African experience.

However, as you may well know COVID-19 has continued to be a challenge for the globe. In

recent months we have witnessing the numbers of COVID-19 surging globally and some countries

B Www.MINt.gov.et

+ S EE
2 i aren! RACT'R 0% e e
= 2490 From Faciltator to Main Actor ¥ @.
1 Addis Ababa,Ethiopia EEL




image3.jpeg
NNFPRE 4L BINCNEP LTANR M T
PASTLOTS theaeK “1'uhkC
The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
Ministry of Innovation and Technology

L]
PASTRTYS EhTNE LuntC

Ao, lalap furt)o
+7 o
Datell 2 APR 021

have been hit with second and third waved of this pandemic. Some measures such as travel

restrictions have been enforced by countries to prevent the virus from further spread.

Even though more vaccinations are being distributed and some improvements are expected
globally in the coming months, we believe COVID-19 will remain a key challenge to host WTDC-
21 physically as initially planned.

After careful internal and external consultations with key stakeholders, and bearing in mind that
ITU Member States have expressed during the first inter-regional preparatory meeting (IRM-1)
the wish that a decision be made regarding the hosting of WTDC-21 at least six months before the
planned conference dates, the government of Ethiopia would like to propose rescheduling WTDC-
21 to be held in Addis Ababa from the 6 to 15% of June 2022, and request you to consult ITU’s
membership on the postponement of WTDC-21 as soon as possible.

1 would like to reassure you of our utmost commitment to host WIDC-21 and seize this

opportunity to renew our highest regard to the International Telecommunications Union.

STAAT &

With Best Regards

d ~‘
Ahm? ! n Mohammed (Phb)
State Minister v‘ :

» H.E the Minister’s Office
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