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	Summary
This document reports on the status of the Information and Communication Technologies Development Fund (ICT-DF) regarding its utilization for the implementation of development projects.
The 2020 version of this report (C20/34) was prepared for submission to 2020 session of the Council but was not reviewed.
Action required
The Council is invited to take note of the report, as well as document C20/34, and advise as deemed appropriate.
____________
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1. [bookmark: dstart][bookmark: dbreak]Introduction
1.1	In accordance with the ITU Constitution, ITU has a dual responsibility as a United Nations specialized agency and as an executing agency for implementing projects. In this regard, the Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D) plays a key role in implementing projects in countries to foster sustainable development.
1.2	The Information and Communication Technologies Development Fund (ICT-DF) is a special initiative launched in 1997 with the aim of supporting the implementation of development projects leading to sustainable development based on multi-stakeholder partnerships entered into by ITU Member States, Sector Members, public and private sector, and multilateral organizations, foundations, financial institutions and development agencies.
2. Main Rules and Procedures of ICT-DF
2.1	In principle, the ICT-DF shall finance up to 25% of the total cash contribution of the project. On an exceptional basis, the ICT-DF may finance more than 25%. This seed funding provided by the Fund is meant to attract extrabudgetary funds raised through resource mobilization in-cash and in some cases, in-kind contributions for financing projects at national, regional, and international levels.
2.2	In accordance with this procedure, project proposals including related partner contributions in-cash and in-kind can be submitted to the ICT-DF Steering Committee (ICT-DF SC)[footnoteRef:1] to be considered for financing at any time during the year. [1:  	The ICT-DF SC is composed of the ITU Secretary-General (Chairman), the ITU Deputy Secretary-General and the Director of the BDT.] 

2.3	Project proposals submitted for consideration of the Fund are assessed by the ICT-DF SC to ensure their compliance with the following selection and eligibility criteria, among others:
· The project beneficiary shall include one or more least developed countries (LDCs), small island developing states (SIDS), landlocked developing countries (LLDCs), countries with economies in transition and countries in special need.
· The project shall fall into one of the following categories/themes adopted by the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC) or any other themes deemed important by the ICT-DF SC.
[bookmark: dnote]2.5	The ICT-DF SC: a) reviews and approves the projects submitted for funding; b) approves the amount of funding to be allocated to the approved projects by the ICT-DF SC; and c) monitors the implementation and budgetary performance of the projects supported by the ICT-DF. 
2.6	An annual report on the status of the ICT-DF and its funded projects approved by the ICT‑DF SC is presented to ITU Council for advice and/or approval, as deemed appropriate.
3. Main Activities and Progress of ICT-DF
This section highlights activities that took place during the period under review. An informative web page on the ICT-DF and other projects searchable by country, region, areas of action and project status (ongoing and implemented) is available at the ITU Projects portal 
(https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Projects).
3.1	53rd ICT-DF Steering Committee (held in January 2020)
	Approved new project
	External contribution
	ITU contribution
	Remarks

	Enhancing the Digital Ecosystem and Digital Skills for the economic empowerment of women in LDCs	 
	USD 873’941
Partner: Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF)
	USD 480’697
(35% to the total budget of USD 1,324,632)
	The project was exceptionally approved with an amount above 25% as the project has long-term sustainable impact, and the partner has great potential beyond this project to co-finance projects with ITU in the future. 


[bookmark: _Hlk65833378]3.2 	54th ICT-DF Steering Committee Meeting (held in September 2020)
	Approved new project
	External contribution
	ITU contribution
	Remarks

	Boosting digital skills through Digital Transformation Centers (DTCs) 
	CHF 3,008,468
In partnership with the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD)
	CHF 759,024
(20.1% of the total budget of CHF 3,767,492)
	The Digital Transformation Centres (DTC) Initiative was launched by the ITU to develop digital skills mainly at basic and intermediate level and particularly in the underserved communities.


3.3 	55th ICT-DF Steering Committee Meeting (held in September 2020)
	Approved new project
	External contribution
	ITU contribution
	Remarks

	Benchmarking of ICT in Central Africa.
This project is part of the "Support Program for the Governance of Regional and National Infrastructures in Central Africa (PAGIRN)” in accordance with the financing agreement signed between the European Commission (EC) and the Democratic Republic of Congo, which is funded by the EC under the 11th European Development Fund (EDF) of the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement.
	EUR 1,000,000
	EUR 300,000 
(23% of the total project budget of EUR 1,300,000)
	Specifically, the "Benchmarking of ICTs in Central Africa" project aims to collect and analyse data on the existence of effective ICT regulation to help upgrade the regulatory and administrative framework and strengthen competition. This will facilitate the sharing of good practices and help put in place factors that stimulate good governance actions. 


3.4	The ICT-DF SC also reviewed the progress in the implementation of ICT-DF projects and approved the return of some funds to the ICT-DF fund initially allocated for the implementation of some development projects which later failed to attract external partner funding. 
3.5	As of December 2020, ICT-DF projects were composed of seven ongoing projects (See Annex 1). In figure 1, these projects are presented on a region-by-region basis. 

3.6	Since the beginning of the ICT-DF, 41 projects have been closed, and 8 projects are currently undergoing closure (See figures 2.1 and 2.2). Figure 2.3 presents the distribution of closed projects by region. 
	
	



3.7	As of December 2020, ICT-DF on-going projects had a total value of CHF 16,386,227 (External Cash 71%, ICT-DF 28%, and Operational Plan Cash 1%) (See figure 3).

3.8	BDT will continue monitoring the remaining projects for effective implementation. The ICT-DF SC will continue to review project proposals and support selected projects in the various areas of action with special attention to regional initiatives approved by WTDC-17, considering the rules and criteria set by the ICT-DF Rules and Procedures and within the limit of the ICT-DF Capital Account.
3.8	Future meetings of the ICT-DF SC will be held upon receipt of new project proposals fulfilling the selection criteria.
4. Evolution of the ICT-DF Capital Accounts[footnoteRef:2] [2:  	Final information will be available upon closure of ITU financial accounts.] 

4.1	Total interest income of ICT-DF Capital Account in 2020 was USD 41,209.71 and the interest in projects corresponds to USD 18,094.
4.2	As of 31 December 2020, the remaining balance under ICT-DF Capital Account amounted to USD 4,100,787.66 (see figure 4), while the Exhibition Working Capital Fund (EWCF) amounted to CHF 6,616,097.76.
[bookmark: _Hlk65835106]
4.3	It should be noted that the following ITU PP-18 Resolution 11 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) provisions may have an impact on the Exhibition Working Capital Fund (EWCF) and in turn on the ICT-DF:
· Resolves (4): that the terms of reference, based on the contributions made by the ITU membership, for hiring the independent external management consultancy shall be submitted to the Council Working Group on Financial and Human Resources for approval, and the expenses for hiring the consultancy shall be covered by the Exhibition Working Capital Fund.
· Resolves (10): that the EWCF shall provide a minimum reserve of 5 million Swiss francs (CHF 5,000,000.)
As of 31 December 2020, the Dalberg Consultancy fees amounted to CHF 225,915 and the EWCF[footnoteRef:3] stood at CHF 6,616,098. [3:  	Final information will be available upon closure of ITU financial accounts.] 

5. Way forward
5.1	Progress on implementation of ICT-DF funded projects will be regularly analyzed and updated at https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Projects/ICT-DF.aspx.
5.2	Taking into account that the ICT-DF is demand-driven and seed funding in nature and principle, the ICT-DF SC will continue to consider project proposals based on the rules and criteria while remaining within the limit of the ICT-DF Capital Account, in order to support the development of telecommunications/ICTs in ITU Member States and contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals.
5.3	In view of the relevant provisions of PP-18 Resolution 11 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) alluded to in 4.3 above, due consideration must be given by the ICT-DF SC before considering new projects to be funded by the ICT-DF.
5.4	The Council is invited to take note of this report and advise as deemed appropriate.


ANNEX 1
Ongoing ICT-DF Projects in Q4 2020

	Project No
	Title
	Start Date
	End Date
	Region
	Date Signed
	Partner(s)
	Budget 
Signed
	Budget Remaining 
(after commitments)

	7CUB18004
	Monitoreo Del Espectro Radioelectrico
	01 Jun. 2018
	28 Feb 2021
	Americas
	28 May 2018
	Cuba
	MoC Cuba: 
USD 132,320
ICT-DF: USD 123,087
ITU-OP: USD 120,087
	USD 0

	7GLO03043
	Rural Telecommunications Development in Least Developed Countries
	01 Jan. 2003
	31 Aug. 2023
	Multi-Regional
	18 Dec. 2002
	
	ICT-DF: 
Balance (01.01.10): 
USD 509,035
Additional allocation: (15.01.10): 
USD 1,000,000
Additional allocation from ICT-DF: (14.11.13) 
USD 1,000,000
	CHF 852,434

	7GLO18096
	Set-Up Ipv6 And Iot Expertise Centre
	01 Jun. 2018
	31 Dec. 2020
	Multi-Regional
	03 May 2018
	Malaysia University of Science and Technology (MUST)
	ICT-DF: USD 299,750
MUST: USD 299,750


	USD 194,169

	7OMA13005
	Establishment of A Cybersecurity Innovation Centre for the Arab Region
	01 Feb. 2013
	30 Sep. 2030
	Arab States
	15 Dec. 2012
	Oman
	Oman: CHF 1,966,000
ICT-DF: CHF 739,708
	CHF 143,470


	9RAF18089
	PRIDA-ITU Delegation Agreement for Action
	01 Dec. 2018
	15 May 2023
	Africa
	13 Nov. 2018
	EU
	EU: EUR 5,000,000
ICT-DF: EUR 500,000
	EUR 4,517,000

	7GLO20106
	Enhancing the Digital Ecosystem and Digital Skills for the economic empowerment of women in LDCs
	01 Jul. 2020
	30 Jun 2022
	Multi-Regional
	01 Jul. 2020
	EIF, UNOPS
	EIF: USD 798,104
ICT-DF: USD 430,245
	USD 1,228,349

	7GLO20108
	Boosting digital skills through Digital Transformation Centres
	01 Jan. 2021
	31 Dec 2023
	Multi-Regional
	10 Nov. 2020
	NORAD
	NORAD: CHF 3,008,468
ICT-DF: CHF 759,024
	CHF 3,767,492


_______________
Figure 1. On-going projects funded by the ICT-DF 
(December 2020)
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Figure 2.1. 
Overview status of projects funded by ICT-DF 
(2009-2020)

Count of Project No	
Closed	Ongoing	Undergoing closure	41	7	8	

Figure 2.2. Funding made avaialble by the ICT-DF

Closed	
External contribution (Cash)	ICT-DF Contribution	Total funds	11099976	8188900	26103642	Ongoing	
External contribution (Cash)	ICT-DF Contribution	Total funds	11643934	4598950	16386227	Undergoing closure	
External contribution (Cash)	ICT-DF Contribution	Total funds	3493627	1466467	5369794	




Figure 2.3. Value of ICT-DF projects by region (projects closed and undergoing closure)
(December 2020)

External contribution (Cash)	
Africa	Arab States	Asia 	&	 Pacific	CIS countries	Europe	The Americas	World or Multi-Regional	13172242	2946360	2753415	131080	2136964	5097476	ICT-DF Contribution	
Africa	Arab States	Asia 	&	 Pacific	CIS countries	Europe	The Americas	World or Multi-Regional	4135974	1700588	1585195	547711	132888	586952	5565009	ITU funds (OP)	
Africa	Arab States	Asia 	&	 Pacific	CIS countries	Europe	The Americas	World or Multi-Regional	558450	143345	




Figure 3. Value of ongoing ICT-DF projects by region 
(December 2020)

External contribution (Cash)	
Africa	Arab States	The Americas	World or Multi-Regional	5532436	1808000	121686	4181812	ICT-DF Contribution	
Africa	Arab States	The Americas	World or Multi-Regional	553244	680260	113195	3252251	ITU funds (OP)	
Africa	Arab States	The Americas	World or Multi-Regional	143345	



Figure 4. Evolution of ICT-DF Capital Account (USD) 
(December 2020)

Funds	
2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2587177	4557829	4375147	4306176	4100787.66	
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