2
VC/11-E
	Virtual consultation of councillors 
starting 9 June 2020
	[image: ]

	
	

	
	Document VC/11-E
2 June 2020
Original: English



	Name of the submitting Member State(s):
	Kenya (Republic of), Rwanda (Republic of), South Africa (Republic of), and Tunisia (Republic of)

	
	

	Document title:
	Implementation of Resolution 559 (WRC-19) by Administrations in regions 1 and 3 meeting the specified requirements in §1 of the attachment to that Resolution

	
	

	Ref. to draft agenda of the virtual consultation:
	Document C20/27

	
	



	Comments relating to Document C20/27
This document brings to the attention of the council issues related to the implementation of Resolution 559(WRC-19) raised by the concerned Administrations. 
The orbital slots/frequency spectrum reserved for developing countries in the BSS and FSS Plans (Appendix 30, 30Aand 30B) were affected as a result of lack of resources for conducting proper coordination. The World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-19) adopted Resolution 559 (WRC-19) that will help Administrations with degraded BSS Plan assignments to replace them with better ones.
The ITU Radiocommunication Bureau assisted the concerned Administrations in finding new orbital slots/frequency spectrum. A workshop organized by the African Telecommunication Union (ATU), hosted by the Communication Authority of Kenya (CA) and facilitated by the ITU-R Bureau was held from 17th to 21st February 2020 in Nairobi-Kenya. The aim of the Workshop was to assist thirty-one (31) African Administrations concerned by Resolution 559 (WRC-19) in finding new orbital slots/frequency spectrum to replace their degraded BSS Plan assignments.
The Nairobi workshop was successful, however three concerns were raised by Administrations during the workshop: 
· The identified new orbital slots/frequency spectrum during the Nairobi Workshop, could be affected by submissions under § 4.1.12 of Appendices 30 and 30A where associated submissions under § 4.1.3 of those Appendices were received before 22nd May 2020.
· Seven African Administrations that are concerned by the Resolution 559 did not attend the Nairobi workshop. The African Telecommunication Union helped those Administrations to create notices and to submit them to the ITU-R Bureau before the deadline of the 21st May 2020. However, two African Administrations namely Equatorial Guinea and The Union of Comoros missed the deadline.
· The Resolution 559 (WRC-19) submissions are intended to replace the degraded BSS Plan assignments, thus cost-recovery fees should not be applied.
Due to the concerns expressed above, a contribution prepared by thirty (30) African countries was submitted to the 83rd Radio Regulations Board (RRB) meeting held on 25th March 2020. The RRB meeting took note of the concerns and took decisions as reflected in its Summary of Decision of that meeting.
Proposed way forward
In the response to the concerns mentioned above, the administrations co-signatory to this document request the Council:
To include in the minutes of the council meeting the following text: 
“the council consultative virtual meeting held from 9-15 June 2020, has considered and appreciated the extensive efforts made by the ITU Radiocommunication Bureau in helping Administrations in Region 1 that are concerned by the Resolution 559 to identify suitable orbital slots and frequency spectrum (hereinafter referred to as Resolution 559 submissions) to replace the affected assignments in the Broadcasting Satellites Services Plan Appendix 30, 30A. 
The council has taken note of the concerns raised by Administrations subject to Resolution 559 (WRC-19) to the 83rd Radio Regulations Board meeting held on the 25th March 2020, especially the issue of §4.1.12 submissions of Appendices 30 and 30A where associated submissions under § 4.1.3 of those Appendices may degrade the EPM levels of Resolution 559 submissions.
The council has taken note of the actions taken by the RRB with regards to the concerns mentioned above as appeared in its Summary of Decision of that meeting.
Considering that Resolution 559 (WRC-19) is a unique once-off opportunity that those Administrations in Region 1 have to obtain assignments in the Appendix 30, 30A, for covering their national territories, the council instructs the Radiocommunication Bureau: 
1) To take necessary action to respond to the concerned raised above when implementing Resolution 559 submissions. 
2) Not to apply any cost-recovery fees for all Resolution 559 (WRC-19) submissions (Part A submissions, Part B submissions and inclusion in the plan).
3) To apply the same course of actions in section 2 above to any other submissions with the aim of replacing the degraded BSS Plan assignments identified based on criteria in §1 of the Attachment to Resolution 559 (WRC-19).
4) To, on request by the affected Administrations, find a suitable orbital position/frequency spectrum and process the associated Appendix 4 data from  the absentee countries (non-replied / not sending Appendix 4 data) such that on the one hand their very right to have a guaranteed assignment in the BSS and associated BSS Feeder-link Plans is preserved and on the other hand the integrity of the re-planning carried out by the Bureau, after several intensive efforts by the Bureau, is maintained in a harmonized and well coherent/coordinated manner. Those submissions will be considered as received on the 21 May 2020.”
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