- 7 -

	Council Working Group on International Internet-related Public Policy Issues
Thirteenth meeting - Geneva, 19-20 September 2019
	[image: ]

	
	

	[bookmark: dmeeting][bookmark: dnum]
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Document CWG-Internet-13/13-E

	[bookmark: ddate]
	17 September 2019

	[bookmark: dorlang]
	English only

	REPORT OF THE THIRTEENTH meeting of the 
COuncil working group on international Internet-related
public policy issues (cwg-internet)


1. Introduction
1.1.	The thirteenth meeting of the CWG-Internet was held on 19 and 20 September 2019 under the Chairmanship of Mr. Majed Al-Mazyed.
1.2	ITU Secretary-General Mr. Houlin Zhao welcomed participants to the thirteenth meeting of CWG-Internet. Noting that this was the first meeting of CWG-Internet following Council 2019, he also welcomed the new Vice-Chairs of the Group and highlighted the importance of arriving at a consensus on topics for open consultation at this meeting. ITU Deputy Secretary-General Mr. Malcolm Johnson was also present at the meeting. 
1.3	The Chairman thanked the ITU Elected Officials for their presence and support for the meeting. He recalled the efforts to build consensus on topics for open consultation over the past year and, recognizing the mandate of the Group, stressed on the need to reach agreement on topics for open consultation for the following cycle. 
2. 	CWG-Internet-13/1: Agenda of the meeting
The Chairman presented the Agenda (CWG-Internet-13/1(Rev.2)) and proposed a modification under Agenda Item 4 (Contributions) to switch the order of Contributions 8 (CWG-Internet-13/8) and 9 (CWG-Internet-13/9) in order to structure the discussion more systematically. The revised version of the Agenda adopted. 
3.	CWG-Internet 13/3: Secretariat report on ITU Internet Activities: Resolutions 101, 102, 133, and 180
3.1	This report summarizes ITU’s activities related to Plenipotentiary Conference (PP) Resolution 101 (Rev. Dubai, 2018), “Internet Protocol-based networks”; Resolution 102 (Rev. Dubai, 2018), “ITU’s role with regard to international public policy issues pertaining to the Internet and the management of Internet resources, including domain names and addresses”; Resolution 133 (Rev. Dubai, 2018), “Roles of administrations of Member States in the management of Internationalized (multilingual) domain names”; Resolution 180 (Rev. Dubai, 2018), “Facilitating the transition from IPv4 to IPv6” and Resolution 206 (Dubai, 2018), “OTTs”.
3.2	One member suggested that future iterations of the Internet Activities Report should contain more details regarding the activities of ITU-D. The Chairman asked Secretariat to take the comment into consideration in preparation of future versions of the Report. The Group noted the Internet Activities Report.  
4.	Summary and Discussion of Contributions 
The CWG examined the various contributions (in the order listed in the agenda), which were noted by the Group. The summaries of the contributions (as submitted by the authors of the documents) and the corresponding discussions are provided below:
4.1	Summary of Contributions CWG-Internet-13/2, CWG-Internet-13/4, CWG-Internet-13/5, CWG-Internet-13/6, CWG-Internet-13/7 and CWG-Internet-13/9
4.1.1	CWG-Internet-13/2: Contribution by the United Kingdom: Topics for the Council Working Group on International Internet-related Public Policy Issues
The United Kingdom presented a contribution which proposed four topics for consultation. The UK had submitted proposals to the twelfth meeting of the Group, which had received wide support as well as some helpful comments and suggestions. The UK had taken into account the comments that were made at the twelfth meeting and now presented revised proposals. In addition to its revised proposals, the UK continued to support a topic on “International public policy related to capacity building for Internet governance in developing countries”, which nearly all Member States had been able to support at the twelfth meeting. The revised proposals were as follows:
i. The fourteenth meeting of the Council Working Group (Internet) should discuss “The role of small and non-profit community operators in Internet connectivity”.
ii. The fifteenth meeting of the Council Working Group (Internet) should discuss “Addressing the challenges and opportunities regarding IPv6”
iii. The sixteenth meeting of the Council Working Group (Internet) should discuss “Internet connectivity for land-locked developing countries”
iv. The seventeenth meeting of the Council Working Group (Internet) should discuss “The development of local and regional Internet Governance Forums”
The UK noted that it had continued to bear in mind Council Resolution 1336, which says that the Council Working Group should decide on the international Internet-related public policy issues for open consultation, drawing primarily from the topics in the annex to Council Resolution 1305.
4.1.2	CWG-Internet-13/4: Contribution by the United States of America: Contribution from the United States to the September Council Working Group on International Internet-related public policy issues (CWG-Internet)
The United States presented its contribution saying that the U.S. believed that the primary purpose of the Working Group was to reach agreement on a topic for open consultation in order to solicit views from diverse stakeholder groups that could inform the group’s discussions. The U.S. stated that the group should support topics that enjoy broad support and suggested that the shared goal of expanding connectivity to create a broad umbrella under which several topics could be discussed would be an agreeable way forward. We proposed the following two topics for open consultations:
1. What are the challenges and opportunities for expanding Internet connectivity, particularly to remote and under-served areas? What are the roles of governments and non-government actors in overcoming these challenges?
2. Are there particular challenges facing land-locked countries in securing affordable Internet access? What can be done to overcome these challenges?
3. What role does IPv6 deployment have in expanding Internet connectivity? What steps can governments and other entities play in encouraging and facilitating IPv6 deployment?
4.1.3	CWG-Internet-13/5: Contribution by Ghana, South Africa and Uganda: Proposal to hold open consultation on "Impact of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs on International Internet Public Policy issues for sustainable development"
The topic proposed is “Harnessing new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development”
1. What are the preconditions and considerations for new and emerging telecommunications/ICT?
2. What are the opportunities and challenges associated with new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development?
3. What are the challenges to the adoption and growth of the new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development?
4. What are the best practices for promoting innovation and investment for new emerging telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development?
5. What are potential policy issues of an international nature and any regulatory aspects associated with new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs?
4.1.4	CWG-Internet-13/6: Contribution by the Federative Republic of Brazil: Topic for the public consultation of the CWG-Internet  
Brazil proposed that the 7th Physical Public Consultation of CWG-Internet addresses the topic of "The role of small/community/non-profit operators in Internet connectivity."
4.1.5	CWG-Internet-13/7: Contribution by the Russian Federation: Topics for the CWG-Internet   
The Russian Federation suggested choosing two topics simultaneously for a period of one year to conduct open online and physical consultations with stakeholders.
Russian Federation proposed to adopt the following topics for open consultations held by the CWG-Internet:
1.	“International internet-related public policies”
It is expected to exchange information and discuss the following issues:
· challenges of the global transformation from a voice-centric to an IP-based data-centric telecommunications ecosystem;
· impact of new technologies in telecommunication/ICT and Internet development on public policies; the role of States, business and civil society in the process of Internet governance;
· the practice of public regulation, industrial regulation and self-regulation of the Internet in different countries, the aspects of operators and service providers’ operational activity in the midst of such regulation;
· exchange of best practices on aspects of Internet governance in developing countries, taking into account the experience of developed countries;
· proposals for cooperation at the international level, aimed at assessing the need for stakeholders to develop international policies on Internet governance, and proposals for the organization the process of further development such international public policies within ITU.
2. "Confidentiality and protection of personal data in order to create a favorable environment for the development of Internet services". 
It is expected to exchange information and discuss the following issues:
· purposes, principles and general approaches for the protection of individuals in relation to the processing of personal data and their transfer; 
· legislative and regulatory mechanisms adopted in different countries to protect the fundamental rights and freedoms of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data (such as the national laws on personal data, GDPR other similar laws) and the possibility of their harmonization at the international level; 
· procedures for cross-border (international) transfer of personal data;
· vision of operators and Internet providers of regulation in the field of privacy and protection of personal data and measures for their practical implementation, proposals for its improvement, development and harmonization at the international level; 
· international cooperation in the protection of personal data, the development of international policies for the protection of personal data and the harmonization of national regulation in order to create a favorable environment for the development of national and global Internet business.
4.1.6	CWG-Internet-13/9: Contribution by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: Topics for the public consultation of the Council Working Group on International Internet-related public policy issues  
Saudi Arabia submitted a contribution which proposes topics for future open consultations. The contribution included two topics that they consider of high importance and relevant to the work of CWG-Internet:
1.	Aspects of Artificial Intelligence related to international internet public policy issues
· How AI will transform both the Internet and the global economy?
· What are the best practices that guide the development of AI?
· What are the policies, guidelines, or principles needed to maximize the benefits of AI?
· What actions can be taken by all stakeholders to accelerate the development of AI?
2.	Impact of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs on International Internet Public Policy issues for sustainable development
· What emerging telecommunications/ICTs examples together with the Internet development will create significant impact on relevant public policy issues?
· How emerging telecommunications/ICTs and Internet development will transform both the Internet and the digital economy?
· What actions by policy-makers need to be taken to keep pace with change in the Internet to harness the benefits of the digital transformation?
· How can all stakeholders work together to make sure inclusive development by utilizing emerging telecommunications/ICTs and Internet development?
4.2	Discussion on Contributions CWG-Internet-13/2, CWG-Internet-13/4, CWG-Internet-13/5, CWG-Internet-13/6, CWG-Internet-13/7 and CWG-Internet-13/9
4.2.1	Each of the topics for open consultation listed in the aforementioned Contributions was discussed by the Group and narrowed down to two topics. The Chairman requested the Vice Chair, Africa Region, Mr Silulami J. Doyi, and the Vice Chair, Americas Region, Mr César Martinez, to conduct informal consultations to decide on the exact title and corresponding questions for each topic
4.2.2	The Vice Chair, Africa Region coordinated the informal discussions and arrived at the following consensus text:
Topic 1
International internet-related public policy issues on harnessing new and emerging telecommunications/ICT for sustainable development
1. How will new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs impact both the internet and sustainable development, including the digital economy?
2. What are the opportunities and challenges for the adoption and growth of the new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs and internet?
3. How can governments and the other stakeholders harness the benefits of new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs?
4. What are the best practices for promoting human skills, institutional capacity, innovation and investment for new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs?
4.2.3	The Vice Chair, Americas Region coordinated the informal discussions and arrived at the following consensus text:
Topic 2
Expanding Internet Connectivity 
1. What are the challenges and opportunities for expanding Internet connectivity, particularly to remote and under-served areas? What are the roles of governments and non-government actors in overcoming these challenges?
2. Are there particular challenges facing land-locked countries in securing affordable Internet access? What can be done to overcome these challenges?
3. How can small/community/non-profit operators help in promoting the increase of Internet connectivity?
4.2.4	It was agreed that “International internet-related public policy issues on harnessing new and emerging telecommunications/ICT for sustainable development” would be the first topic for open consultations and “Expanding Internet Connectivity” would be the second topic for open consultations. 
4.3	Summary of CWG-Internet-13/8: Contribution by the Russian Federation:  Using Artificial Intelligence (AI) and IMT-2000 (5G) networking technologies for the common good    
Following the discussion during PP-18 and Council 2019 regarding Artificial Intelligence (AI) activity in ITU Russian Federation proposed to consider in fact issues related to aspects of AI public polices and possible regulation at international level in the CWG-Internet.
Russian Federation proposes following steps for such discussion driven by CSG-Internet
1. to organize a wide discussion driven by CSG-Internet and develop, if necessary, proposals/recommendations to the ITU Council on the role of the state in ensuring the regulation of AI at the international level;
2. to invite states to share AI legislative practices in the field of telecommunications/ICT;
3. to identify ways and methods of accumulation of technical knowledge in the field of AI in telecommunication/ICT and create a knowledge base on this issue in the ITU;
4. to discuss opportunities for ITU to participate in interdisciplinary research on the impact of AI systems on society and economy;
5. to discuss the need and feasibility studies on legal issues: liability, privacy, information security, intellectual property etc. in relation to AI in the telecommunication/ICT;
6. to identify necessary and sufficient measures for the regulation of AI, taking into account the use of new technologies in telecommunications/ICT and the impact of the development and increasing use of the Internet on international public policy;
7. to develop a plan for international cooperation in the development of regulations for AI in the field of telecommunications/ICT;
8. to discuss the need and develop, if necessary, proposals for monitoring system of the AI safety usage at the international level and a dynamic system for assessing the risks and consequences of the introduction of AI.
4.4	Discussion on CWG-Internet-13/8: Contribution by the Russian Federation:  Using Artificial Intelligence (AI) and IMT-2000 (5G) networking technologies for the common good  
4.4.1	The Group thanked the Russian Federation for submitting this Contribution.
4.4.2	Some members of CWG-Internet noted that corresponding activities relating to the Contribution were already being carried out by the ITU standardization sector.
4.4.3	Some members also noted that the Informal Experts Group on WTPF-21 are discussing related topics so this Contribution could be forwarded to that group for further consideration. 
4.4.4	Some member indicated that the Contribution raises public policy issues that are relevant to the work of the CWG-Internet and should be discussed within this Group.  
4.4.5	The Group noted the Contribution. The Chairman suggested that all interested parties could contact the proponents to further develop this proposal. 
4.5	Summary of CWG-Internet-13/10: Contribution by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: Developing International Public Policy on Access to the Internet for Persons with Disabilities and specific needs    
Following the open consultation on access to the Internet for Persons with Disabilities and specific needs, which was conducted by the Group in the past, and taking into account the ToRs of the Group to identify, study and develop matters related to international Internet-related public policy issues, the contribution proposed a draft Council resolution on international Internet related public policy on the issue of access to the Internet for persons with disabilities and specific needs, to be sent from the CWG-Internet to the ITU Council 2020 session for adoption as an outcome result of the successful and important open consultation. The contribution also welcomes any comments from the Group members in the next meeting prior to Council 2020.
“International Public Policy
on Access to the Internet for Persons with Disabilities and specific needs
	Recognizing the critical importance of the Internet to the cultural, social and economic development of the peoples, nations and regions of the world, the following policy serves as a key element for ensuring access to the Internet for persons with Disabilities and specific needs and allowing them to enhance their social and economic integration in communities:
1	All stakeholders should endeavor to ensure the accessibility, compatibility and usability of the internet services for persons with disabilities and specific needs;
2	All stakeholders should endeavor to ensure that the online contents and services are accessible by persons with disabilities and specific needs, using video captioning, user-friendly fonts and colors in printed material;
3	All stakeholders should consider the impact on persons with disabilities when developing technical standards and guidelines;
4	Private sector is encouraged to make affordable Internet data plans and free skills training for persons with disabilities and specific needs in order to increase the accessibility and usability of the Internet;
5 	All stakeholders are encouraged to develop Internet access aiding applications and products to increase the accessibility and usability for persons with disabilities and specific needs.”
4.6	Discussion on CWG-Internet-13/10: Contribution by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: Developing International Public Policy on Access to the Internet for Persons with Disabilities and specific needs   
4.6.1	The Group thanked the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for submitting this Contribution.
4.6.2	Some members suggested that the language of the resolution set out in the Contribution should be strengthened. Some members expressed concern with the title of the aforementioned draft resolution. 
4.6.3	The Group noted the Contribution. The Chairman suggested that all interested parties could contact the proponents to further develop this proposal. 
4.7	Summary of CWG-Internet-13/11: Contribution by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia - United Nations High-level Panel on Digital Cooperation
During C19, The United Nations Assistant Secretary-General for Strategic Coordination presented the report of the United Nations High-level Panel on Digital Cooperation. The High-level Panel on Digital Cooperation was convened by the UN Secretary-General to advance global multi-stakeholder dialogue on how we can work better together to realize the potential of digital technologies for advancing human well-being while mitigating the risks.
Its final report, “The Age of Digital Interdependence” makes 5 sets of recommendations, where most of them are related to the mandate of the CWG-Internet:
•	Build an inclusive digital economy and society
•	Develop human and institutional capacity
•	Protect human rights and human agency
•	Promote digital trust, security and stability
•	Foster global digital cooperation
4.8	Discussion on CWG-Internet-13/11: Contribution by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia - United Nations High-level Panel on Digital Cooperation
4.8.1	The Group appreciated the report released by the High-level Panel on Digital Cooperation convened by the UN Secretary-General titled “The Age of Digital Interdependence”.
4.8.2	Some members were of the view that discussions on this Report were already taking place in various fora, and that the CWG-Internet therefore may not be the appropriate forum to discuss this Report. 
4.8.3	Some members were of the view that many of the recommendations in the Report were directly relevant to the ITU and to international internet-related public policy issues. Discussions within the Group on corresponding matters therefore is important. 
4.8.4	The Contribution was noted by the Group.
5	Any other business
5.1	The Group noted that the meeting report was successfully approved by correspondence at the twelfth meeting of the CWG-Internet through an efficient process. 
5.2	Given the ample time left for deliberations at the thirteenth meeting of the CWG-Internet, the Chairman decided that the draft report would be presented and approved in the meeting. 
6	Actions
6.1	ITU Secretariat will launch the next round of Open Consultations (October 2019 – January 2020), on the topic of “International internet-related public policy issues on harnessing new and emerging telecommunications/ICT for sustainable development” with the questions listed in section 4.2.2.
6.2	 For the following round of Consultations, ITU Secretariat will launch the next round of Open Consultations (February 2020 – August 2020), on the topic of “Expanding Internet Connectivity” with the questions listed in section 4.2.3.
7	Closing of the Meeting
7.1	The report of the thirteenth meeting of the CWG-Internet was approved by the CWG-Internet and was posted on the CWG-Internet website (http://www.itu.int/en/council/cwg-internet).
7.2	In closing, the Chairman thanked all the ITU Member States who made contributions and participated in the work of the Group (including those who participated remotely), the Vice-Chairmen, the ITU Elected Officials and the Secretariat, especially Ms. Sadhvi Saran, for their efficient assistance during the meeting.
7.3	The Group thanked the Chairman and Secretariat for their effective organization and management of the Group. The Group also thanked the remote moderator. 

Mr. Majed Al-Mazyed (Saudi Arabia), Chairman, CWG-Internet
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