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Introduction
1. The Republic of South Africa looks forward to participating and making contributions to the work of the Expert Group on the International Telecommunications Regulations (EG-ITRs).
2. There seems to be a common understanding[footnoteRef:1] between Member States that, at a minimum, International Telecommunications Regulations (ITRs) must: [1:  Looking at similar provisions between the 1988 and 2012 ITRs] 

(a) establish general principles which relate to the provision and operation of international telecommunication services offered to the public as well as to the underlying international telecommunication transport means used to provide such services;
(b) facilitate global interconnection and interoperability of telecommunication facilities and to promoting the harmonious development and efficient operation of technical facilities, as well as the efficiency, usefulness and availability to the public of international telecommunication services; and
(c) recognise that Member States, where appropriate, shall cooperate in implementing these Regulations.
3. In making our contribution herein, the Republic of South Africa will be guided by the objectives as outlined in paragraph 1 above.
Discussion
4. Member States have not been able to agree on one ITR to be adopted or implemented by all. In undertaking this comprehensive review of the ITRs, Member States are reminded that “ITU is committed to connecting all the world's people – wherever they live and whatever their means. Through our work, we protect and support everyone's right to communicate.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.itu.int/en/about/Pages/default.aspx ] 

5. Mobile usage continues to grow at an exponential rate as compared to fixed line usage.[footnoteRef:3] However, this does not necessarily mean that users have shifted from calling from a fixed line to calling from a smartphone, however, as texting on apps, like WhatsApp, has become a popular method of communicating. [3:  https://www.itweb.co.za/content/GxwQDM1AYy8MlPVo ] 

6. Some members of the public, be it in developing countries or developed countries, still rely on fixed line usage. Also to take note of is that there is a move by fixed lines service providers to migrate their customers to fibre and wireless.[footnoteRef:4] However, the process takes time to implement and is subject to the financial capability and customer base of the service provider. [4:  https://businesstech.co.za/news/telecommunications/332529/telkom-is-migrating-customers-from-copper-to-wireless-with-fixed-line-prepaid-discontinued-in-august/ ] 

7. A provision-by-provision examination of the 2012 ITRs will play an important role in determining what is still/will be relevant in the current/future international telecommunications environment. The new ITRs[footnoteRef:5] must not only deal with the current landscape but must also be forward looking taking into account the work of various ITU Study Groups. The new ITRs must also consider the realities of developing countries considering the new trends in telecommunications/ICT and emerging issues in international telecommunications/ICT environment. [5:  If Member States reach consensus] 

8. The Republic of South Africa understands the work of the EG-ITRs to be:
(a) a comprehensive review of the ITRs, broken down as follows:
(i) provision-by-provision examination of the 2012 ITRs;
(ii) the above provision by provision examination must consider new trends in telecommunications/ICT and emerging issues in international telecommunications/ICT environment;
(iii) the review must include, but is not limited to:
· applicability of the provisions of the ITRs in fostering the provision and development of international telecommunication/ICT services and networks; and
· flexibility of, or lack thereof, the provisions of the ITRs to accommodate new trends in telecommunications/ICT and emerging issues in international telecommunications/ICT environment.
(b) submission of a progress report reflecting all views on the ITRs review to Council 2020 and Council 2021, and
(c) submission of a final report to Council 2022 for examination and submission to the 2022 Plenipotentiary Conference with the Council’s comments.
Conclusion
In conclusion, the South Africa looks forward to participating in the work of the EG-ITRs.
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