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SUMMARY OF THE 34th MEETING

	Summary

This report highlights the main outcomes of the 34th meeting of the Council Working Group on WSIS&SDG held on 25 September 2019 in line with PP-18 Resolution 140 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) and Council Resolution 1332 (Modified 2019).
Action required

To consider documents and prepare inputs to the next CWG-WSIS&SDG meeting. 

References

UNGA Resolution A/RES/70/125; UNGA Resolution A/RES/70/1; UNGA Resolution A/71/212; UNGA Resolution A/70/299; UNGA Resolution A/70/684; UNGA Resolution A/RES/73/218; UN ECOSOC Resolution E/RES/2019/24; PP-14 Resolution 140 (Rev. Dubai, 2018); PP-10 Resolution 172 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010); Council Resolution 1332 (Modified 2019); Council Resolution 1336 (Modified 2015); WTDC 2017 Resolution 30 (REV. Buenos Aires, 2017) , WTSA-16 Resolution 75 (Rev. Hammamet, 2016); Reports of 18th, 19th, 20th,21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th , 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th, 31st, 32nd, 33rd CWG WSIS meetings; WSIS+10 Statement on the Implementation of the WSIS Outcomes; WSIS+10 Vision for WSIS beyond 2015; Final WSIS Target Review; WSIS+10 Report: ITU’s Ten Year Contribution to the WSIS Implementation and Follow-up (2005-2014).


1. Introduction

The ITU Council Working Group on WSIS&SDG (CWG-WSIS&SDG) held its 34th meeting on 25 September 2019. The work of the CWG-WSIS&SDG is conducted in line with PP-18 Resolution 140 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) and based on the Council Resolution 1332 (Modified 2019), including the Terms of Reference of the CWG-WSIS&SDG listed in the annex of this Resolution adopted at the ITU Council 2019.
The meeting was attended by more than 70 delegates, representing ITU Member States and Sector Members. There were 20 documents for consideration and this report will also reflect on action to be carried forward. Mr Malcolm Johnson, Deputy Secretary-General, delivered the opening remarks. The meeting was chaired by Prof. Vladimir Minkin (Russian Federation), the Chairman of CWG-WSIS&SDG. The Vice-Chairs, Ms Aygun Ahmadova (Azerbaijan), Mr Mario Canazza (Brazil), Prof. Ahma​d Reza Sharafat (Islamic Rep. of Iran), and Mr Mansour Al-Qurashi (Saudi Arabia) were present and Ms Janet Umutesi (Rwanda) was represented by Mr Vincent Museminali. 

2. Welcoming Remarks

Mr Malcolm Johnson, Deputy Secretary-General, ITU welcomed all participants to the 34th meeting of CWG-WSIS&SDG. He thanked the Chairman of the group for his leadership of the WSIS Process. Mr. Johnson highlighted ITU’s work in the facilitation and implementation of the WSIS outcomes and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in close collaboration with UN Agencies, in particular the UN Regional Commissions and all stakeholders. He commended the WSIS Regional Review meeting for the Asia-Pacific region, organized by UNESCAP and ITU that took place in Bangkok, Thailand last month to strengthen the alignment of the WSIS Action Lines and SDGs in the region. He highlighted the importance of collaborations and partnerships made in the WSIS Forum that continue at the regional level.
Mr Johnson invited all participants to the WSIS Forum 2020 that will be held from 30 March to 3 April 2020 at the ITU Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. He informed that the overall theme of WSIS Forum 2020 is “Fostering digital transformation and global partnerships: WSIS Action Lines for achieving SDGs”. Further, he underlined that the next year’s Forum will serve as a platform to track the achievements of WSIS Action Lines and provide information and analyses of the implementation of WSIS Action Lines since 2005. Mr Johnson highlighted that the WSIS Forum is extra budgetary and it is successful due to its partners. Thereby, he invited all membership to contribute to the WSIS Fund in Trust 2020. He also invited all participants to contribute to the WSIS Prize 2020. 
Mr Johnson highlighted the successful WSIS interventions at the High-level Political Forum 2019, including the UNGIS Side Event and UNGIS Joint Statement. 
3. Adoption of the agenda

The agenda (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0001 Rev.4) reflecting the distribution of the documents was adopted as drafted. 
4. Update on resolutions related to the WSIS process and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

4.1. ITU WSIS Related Resolutions: Prof. Minkin, Chairman of the CWG-WSIS&SDG drew attention of the group to the ITU Council Resolution 1332 (Revised 2019), and on the Outcomes of the Council-19. 
4.2. UN resolutions, relevant reports, and decisions
4.2.1. Dr Peter Major, Vice-Chair of UN CSTD, provided an update on the twenty-second session of the CSTD. The meeting was informed about the two adopted UN CSTD resolutions entitled “Science, technology and innovation for development” and “Assessment of the progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society”. The Commission selected “Harnessing rapid technological change for inclusive and sustainable development” and “Exploring space technologies for sustainable development and the benefits of international research collaboration in this context” as the priority themes for consideration at its twenty-third session, to be held in March 2020. He emphasized on close collaboration between ITU and UN CSTD, as well as all inputs provided by the ITU towards the implementation of the WSIS outcomes.
4.2.2. Prof. Minkin, Chairman of the CWG-WSIS&SDG drew attention of the group towards the ECOSOC Resolution as adopted on the 23 July 2019 on the Assessment of the progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the WSIS.
5. The role of ITU in implementing the final report “The Age of Digital Interdependence” of the High-level Panel on Digital Cooperation convened by the UN Secretary-General (S19-CWGWSIS34-INF-0001) 
5.1. Deputy Secretary-General of ITU provided an overview of ITU’s activities which related to the recommendations presented on the Report of the High-level Panel on Digital Cooperation, highlighting several points that ITU could contribute to and play an active role. He emphasized good collaboration with various stakeholders and the importance of bringing specific competencies to the table, pool the resources and avoid duplication of efforts. 
5.2. Contribution by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia - United Nations High-level Panel on Digital Cooperation: 
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia introduced their document: S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0019
5.2.1. The document was noted with thanks. 
6. ITU’s activities in WSIS facilitation, implementation and follow-up, including activities according to the ITU Operational Plans

6.1. ITU Contribution to the Implementation of WSIS Outcomes, taking into account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development - 2019 Report (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0002 Rev.1): The report summarizes ITU activities carried out since December 2018 in context of WSIS. The thre​e sectors of the Union (Standardization, Radiocommu​nication and Development) and the General Secr​etari​at initiated, facilitated and implemented a number of activities and projects related to the implementation of the WSIS outcomes showcasing direct linkages with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
6.2. ITU Roadmaps for WSIS Action Lines C2, C5, C6 – Update for 2019 (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0003): The 2019 Roadmaps guide the progress towards achieving the WSIS Implementation goals, in particular for the WSIS Action Lines C2 (Information and Communication Infrastructure), C5 (Building Confidence and Security in the Use of ICTs), and C6 (Enabling Environment). Showing clear linkages with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), they provide a broad vision and detailed overview of the activities planned within the mandate of the Union. In 2019, the roadmaps have been updated in accordance to the instructs of ITU PP- Resolution 140 (2018). 
6.3. WSIS Forum 2019: Outcomes (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0004): This document reflects the outcomes of the WSIS Forum 2019. The WSIS Forum 2019 celebrated the 10-year anniversary of the WSIS Forum. More than 3000 information and communication technology (ICT) experts and implementation actors contributed to and participated in the recent World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) Forum 2019 to foster partnerships, showcase innovation, exchange best practices and announce new tools and initiatives to use ICTs to advance the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). More than 300 workshops were organized at the Forum. All the outcomes of the WSIS Forum 2019 are available at: https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2019/Home/Outcomes
6.4. WSIS Forum 2020 - Preparatory Process (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0005): The group was informed about ongoing activities towards the WSIS Forum 2020, which is scheduled to be held from 30 March to 3 April 2020 at the ITU HQ, Geneva, Switzerland. In 2020, WSIS Forum will celebrate fifteen years since the Second Phase of WSIS (Tunis, 2005), the theme of which, agreed upon by the co-organizers ITU, UNESCO, UNDP and UNCTAD, will be: Fostering digital transformation and global partnerships: WSIS Action Lines for achieving SDGs. 

Attention was drawn towards the ongoing calls for action:
6.4.1. Official submissions to the WSIS Secretariat on the Thematic Aspects and Innovations on the Format to be made via www.wsis.org/forum by 3 February 2020 (this form is also to be used to request Workshops and Exhibition spaces) 

6.4.2. Open call for nominations for WSIS Forum 2020 Multistakeholder High‐Level Track Facilitators: Deadline 3 February 2020

6.4.3. WSIS Photo Contest 2020 submissions: Deadline 3 February 2020
6.4.4. Special Tracks at WSIS Forum 2020: Hackathon, Extended Virtual Reality, Innovation, ICT Solutions for SDGs, ICTs and Sports, Accessibility Track, Youth Track, ICTs and Older Persons, ICT and Space. 

The WSIS Forum 2020 OCP is structured in six phases with the first phase being the Virtual Launch, which took place on 4 June this year followed by the First Physical Meeting on 20 June. The third Phase of the OCP is the Second Physical Meeting that will be held during the IGF-19 on 28 November 2019 at 17:20 in Room D of the Convention Hall I at the Estrel Congress Centre in Berlin, Germany. Remote participation facilities will be made available for this meeting.
6.5. Regional activities towards alignment of WSIS and SDG processes (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0014 Rev.1): Implementation of the WSIS process at the regional level has been growing over the years in close collaboration between the Secretariat, ITU Regional and Area Offices, UN Regional Commissions, and regional organizations, in line with the instructions of the PP-18 Resolution 140 (Rev. Dubai, 2018). The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) was appointed as the Chair of the WSIS UN Regional Commission Group for 2019-2020 at the WSIS Forum 2019. WSIS Regional Review meeting was conducted recently on 28 August 2019 in Bangkok, co-organized by ITU and UNESCAP.
UNESCAP and Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) joined the meeting remotely to present the outcomes of the WSIS Regional Review held in collaboration with ITU and UNESCAP in August 2019 in Bangkok. Mr. Kondo, Deputy Secretary-General of APT highlighted the success of the WSIS Regional Review meeting stating that it was a good example of regional collaboration and an opportunity to share best practices and discuss challenges on WSIS Action Lines and SDGs. He stressed on the importance of multistakeholder partnerships and participation. Ms Bonapace, Director ICT and Disaster Risk Division of UNESCAP highlighted the good collaboration between ITU and UNESCAP in implementing the WSIS process at regional level, in particular in organising the WSIS Regional Review. She underlined the importance of the WSIS Regional Review for identifying priority areas, opportunities, and challenges from a regional perspective. Some of the topics mentioned were capacity building, cybersecurity, digital divide, and financing the information society. She further added that the regional review is an ideal platform to share best practices and use of innovative ICTs for improving social benefits. It is also an opportunity to recognise the WSIS Prizes winners and share their experiences at regional level. The importance of multistakeholder participation inputs towards the regional review was also highlighted.  

6.6. WSIS Stocktaking Process 2019 and 2020 (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0006 Rev.1): A report on the activities of the WSIS Stocktaking process in 2018-2019 was delivered, and details about the 2020 call to all WSIS Stakeholders to continue submitting updates and new entries online at www.wsis.org/stocktaking were provided. The Call has been promoted since 22 July within WSIS multistakeholder community and beyond to submit entries online by 5 January 2020. WSIS Stocktaking online platform is being updated in order to provide an improved interface with enhanced reporting mechanisms and new interactive features such as mapping tools based on geographical representation, entity, WSIS Action Lines, SDGs and special areas of interest. The fixed pages of the WSIS Stocktaking Platform will be available in all 6 UN languages, which will enable a broader community to benefit from this international repository.
6.7. WSIS Prizes 2019 and 2020 (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0007 Rev.1): WSIS Prizes 8th edition reflected good ICT practices implementing WSIS Action Lines and advancing SDGs on the ground. It was highlighted that a new session format was established during the WSIS Forum 2019 to better connect former and new awardees, resulting in the creation of the WSIS Prizes Network with the goal to further this contest and the WSIS process at large. A new call for WSIS Prizes 2020 was launched in July 2019 and all stakeholders are invited to submit projects by 22 November 2019. ECOSOC resolution 2019/24 also reiterates the importance of recognizing excellence in the implementation of projects and initiatives that further the WSIS goals and encourages all stakeholders to nominate their ICT-related projects for the annual WSIS Prizes contest. The contest is organized in five phases with a limited number of projects (360) to be nominated by the Expert Group for the Online Voting phase (20 December 2019 - 4 February 2020).
6.8. UN Group on the Information Society - UNGIS (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0008): UNGIS held meetings during the WSIS Forum 2019 to further strengthen its coordination as a Group, particularly discussing concrete steps to be taken in 2019 in order to promote ICTs in meeting the SDGs. UNGIS organized a side event titled “Fostering digital transformation and global partnerships for SDG achievement (Aligning WSIS process with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development)”, and an UNGIS Technical Meeting during the High-level Political Forum 2019, highlighting the linkages between the WSIS Action Lines and SDGs. ITU and UNDP were appointed as the UNGIS co-chairs for the year 2019-2020 and UNESCAP was appointed as the rotating vice-chair representing the UN Regional Commissions.

6.9. World Telecommunication and Information Society Day 2019 and 2020 (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0011): The 2019 Session of Council approved the theme for WTISD-20 “Connect 2030: ICTs for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”, and suggested to change the brand “World Telecommunication and Information Society Day”. 
6.10. Partnership on Measuring the ICT for Development (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0017): As an active member of the Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development and together with UNCTAD and UIS, ITU continues to track the progress of the WSIS Targets and to monitor the Sustainable Development Goals. During the 2019 WSIS Forum, the Partnership organized a session on “Measurement of Progress towards the SDGs through ICT Indicators”, which discussed progress made by a Partnership Task Group. An update was provided.
6.11. WSIS Fund in Trust 2020 (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0009): All ITU membership is encouraged to make a contribution to the fund for the year 2020. The WSIS Forum 2020 partnership packages in six UN Languages are available online. Switzerland and Poland have confirmed their contributions to support the reception and donor’s dinner at the WSIS Forum 2020, respectively. 
6.12. ITU Sector Study Groups for the WSIS and SDG Process (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0010): An update on ongoing activities with all three Sectors was delivered. Council-19 Working Group on WSIS&SDG (CWG-WSIS&SDG) encouraged the WSIS Secretariat to work closely with the ITU Sector Study Groups contributing to WSIS and SDG Process, including the WSIS Stocktaking and WSIS Prizes.
7. ITU’s activities in relation to 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
7.1.  Update on the global follow-up and review to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

7.1.1. Outcomes of the ITU activities towards High Level Political Forum 2019 (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0016): Key ITU inputs to HLPF 2019 were presented and key ITU activities during HLPF 2019 were noted. The group was informed about the “Compilation Report of ITU Council contributions to the High-Level Political Forums (HLPF) 2016-2019”, which was transmitted to the President of the General Assembly in July 2019. This report was requested to serve as ITU’s input to the SDG Summit taking place on 24-25 September 2019.
7.1.2. HLPF Declaration (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0013):  An update on the Political Declaration of the SDG Summit was provided. 
7.2. Updated Roadmap for ITU's activities to help achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0012): The Roadmap is a living document intended to give course to ITU actions related to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and SDGs. The Roadmap is made available in Annex I of document 12.   
8. The group considered and discussed with appreciation all contributions forwarded to this meeting and made the following recommendations:
8.1. The role of ITU in implementing the final report “The Age of Digital Interdependence” of the High-level Panel on Digital Cooperation convened by the UN Secretary-General: (S19-CWGWSIS34-INF-0001)
8.1.1. The group considered information document and provided comments noting the importance of this Report. The ITU, as a member of the UN family, should continue to be involved in the process and keep abreast of the ongoing global consultations.  
8.2. ITU Roadmaps for WSIS Action Lines C2, C5 and C6
8.2.1. The Secretariat was requested:

8.2.1.1. to provide information on the implementation of activities that have already expired, by including a new section and linking them to previous reports.

8.2.1.2. to include the work plans of WSIS Action Lines C1, C3, C4, C7, C8, C9 and C11, into the ITU Roadmaps document. 
8.3. WSIS Forum 2019 Outcome

8.3.1. The group appreciated the outcome of the WSIS Forum 2019 and the new features introduced to enhance multistakeholder participation in the event. 
8.4. WSIS Forum 2020
8.4.1. The group appreciated all efforts made and updates on the calls for action received towards the preparations of the WSIS Forum 2020.

8.4.2. The 2020 WSIS Forum (WSIS+15) will provide an opportunity to serve as a platform to track the achievements of WSIS Action Lines in collaboration with the UN Agencies involved and provide information and analysis of the implementation of WSIS Action Lines.
8.4.3. Secretariat was requested to explore the possibility of changing the dates of the WSIS Forum 2020, taking into consideration some other big events that will take place in the same week as WSIS Forum 2020. 
8.4.4. The group noted the deadline to contribute to the Open Consultation Process, including request for workshops and exhibition spaces, by 3 February 2020.  
8.5. Regional activities towards alignment of WSIS and SDG processes 
8.5.1. The group appreciated the interventions from APT and UNESCAP. 

8.5.2. Secretariat was encouraged to strengthen the WSIS implementation activities at the regional level with other UN Economic Regional Commissions, in collaboration with ITU Regional Offices. In particular, the organization of WSIS regional review in each region was emphasized and the outcomes were encouraged to be submitted to the WSIS Forum 2020. 
8.5.3. Vice Chairs of CWG-WSIS&SDG were also encouraged to contribute towards regional reporting for the next meeting of CWG-WSIS&SDG.
8.6. WSIS Stocktaking Process 2020
8.6.1. ITU membership was encouraged to share best practices in the WSIS Stocktaking database highlighting the linkage between WSIS Action Lines and SDGs by the deadline of 5 January 2020. 
8.7. WSIS Prizes 2020
8.7.1. ITU membership was encouraged to nominate projects for the WSIS Prizes 2020 for international recognition and appreciation of projects highlighting the linkage between WSIS Action Lines and SDGs by the deadline of 22 November 2019.
8.8. UN Group on the Information Society – UNGIS
8.8.1. The group appreciated the work of UNGIS and its contributions to the High-Level Political Forum 2019, including the side event and the joint statement highlighting the importance of fostering the digital transformation and global partnerships for SDG achievement.
8.8.2. Secretariat was encouraged to:
8.8.2.1. make available all the outcomes of UNGIS’s activities on the UNGIS website. 
8.8.2.2. improve the UNGIS website to be more interactive and to reflect the activities and key meetings of the UNGIS members. 

8.9. World Telecommunication and Information Society Day 2020
8.9.1. The group was invited to contribute to the communications campaign for the WTISD 2020 and organize a series of WTISD events at regional and global level according to guidelines that will be provided by ITU. 
8.9.2. The group was also invited to share success stories and national strategies towards “Connect 2030” and to nominate WTISD 2020 Award Laureates. 
8.10. WSIS Fund in Trust 2020
8.10.1. Membership and all WSIS Stakeholders were invited to contribute to the WSIS Fund in Trust and to explore the WSIS Forum 2020 partnership packages presented by the secretariat. Confirmed partners of the WSIS Forum 2019 to date were appreciated, including Switzerland and Poland. 
8.11. ITU Sector Study Groups for the WSIS and SDG Process
8.11.1. The group appreciated the work conducted by ITU-D and ITU-T study groups to map the WSIS Action Lines and SDGs with the activities of the study groups. The group welcomed the collaboration with ITU-R for a similar exercise after the RA/WRC 2019. 
8.11.2. The study groups were encouraged to explore synergies with the WSIS Forum 2020. 

9. ITU’s activities in relation to 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
9.1. Outcomes of the ITU activities towards High-level Political Forum (HLPF) 2019
9.1.1. The group noted the Political Declaration of the SDG Summit and will continue to review ITU’s involvement in the process of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in future meetings.
10. Contribution by the Russian Federation: Proposals for the work of CWG-WSIS&SDG

Russian Federation introduced their document: S19-CWGWSIS34-C-0018
10.1. The group thanked the Russian Federation for the document and those proposals that were accepted are reflected in section 8 above.
11. Concluding Remarks  
11.1. Closing the meeting, the Chairman extended his personal thanks to all the ITU Membership who participated in the work of the 34th meeting of CWG-WSIS&SDG and thanked the nominated Vice-Chairs, Ms Aygun Ahmadova (Azerbaijan), Mr Mario Canazza (Brazil), Prof. Ahmad Reza Sharafat (Islamic Rep. of Iran), Mr Vincent Museminali (Rwanda), and Mr Mansour Al-Qurashi (Saudi Arabia) for their presence in the meeting and all who contributed to the work of CWG-WSIS&SDG and WSIS Process. Appreciation was expressed towards Mr Malcolm Johnson, ITU Deputy Secretary-General. Appreciations were also expressed for assistance by Head of CSD Mr Catalin Marinescu and Secretariat Ms Gitanjali Sah, Mr Vladimir Stankovic, Mr Michael Kioy, Ms Ruth Sidabutar, Mr Mario Castro Grande, Mr Martin Schaaper, Mr Jaroslaw Ponder, Ms Charlyne Restivo, and Mr Martin Adolph. 
11.2. The Group expressed its thanks to Prof. Vladimir Minkin, Chairman of the CWG-WSIS&SDG, for his able chairmanship and guidance.
• http://www.itu.int/council •


