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The ITU Sector Members noted above welcome the opportunity to contribute to the discussion on the review of the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) that is being undertaken by the Expert Group (EG-ITRs) established by Council’s Resolution 1379.
Based on our collective operational experience, the ITRs are no longer applicable to or relevant in today’s highly competitive international telecommunications market. Indeed, most, if not all, international traffic exchanged by our companies globally is done so through commercially-negotiated agreements. To our knowledge, there are very few countries that continue to rely on the ITR-based accounting rate regime, and such traffic accounts only for less than 1% of global traffic flows. 
The provisions of the ITRs, both the 1988 and 2012 versions, speak to the regulatory needs of a bygone world. The 1988 ITRs were developed in an era of monopoly carriers that were often government-owned, and this was the basis of an intergovernmental treaty. Over the past two decades, international and domestic telecommunication markets have experienced significant structural and technological transformations. Today, the emergence of multiple competing private-sector operators in each country has resulted in a competitive landscape that does not require any treaty instrument like the ITRs. The continued successful deployment and use of telecommunication infrastructure and services worldwide is not a direct result of the ITRs, but instead has been realized through policy frameworks that support ongoing innovation, market-based competition and private sector investment.
Furthermore, in response to questions from Member States regarding the potential challenges arising from the implementation of the 2012 ITRs, our companies have not experienced any practical obstacles in this regard. We expect this is due to the fact that virtually all international traffic is exchanged through commercial agreements.
We appreciate the opportunity to contribute to the discussion and look forward to a fruitful exchange of views at the meeting. 
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