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	PARTICIPATION OF THE ADVISORY GROUPS AND STUDY GROUPS OF THE 
UNION'S THREE SECTORS IN THE WORK OF THE EXPERT GROUP ON 
THE INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION REGULATIONS



The International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) is one of the instruments of the Union – the Administrative Regulations, which regulate the use of telecommunications and shall be binding on all Member States (CS/29 and CS/31).
A world conference on international telecommunications (WCIT) may partially, or in exceptional cases, completely revise the ITRs and may deal with any question of a worldwide character within its competence and related to its agenda (CS/146).
WCIT-12 (Dubai, United Arab Emirates) adopted Resolution 4 (Dubai, 2012), on periodic review of the ITRs, in which it recognized:
a)	that the ITRs are one of the pillars supporting ITU's mission;
b)	that the ITRs consist of high-level guiding principles that should not require frequent amendment, but in the fast-moving sector of telecommunications/ICTs may need to be periodically reviewed,
and noted that the ITRs:
a)	establish general principles on the provision and operation of international telecommunications;
b)	facilitate global interconnection and interoperability;
c)	promote efficiency, usefulness and availability of international telecommunication services.
The Plenipotentiary Conference (Busan, 2014) (PP-14), having reviewed the outcomes of WCIT‑12, adopted Resolution 146 (Rev. Busan, 2014), on periodic review and revision of the ITRs, resolving therein that a periodic review of the ITRs shall normally be carried out every eight years and that the review process of the ITRs shall commence in 2017. To that end, PP-14 instructed the Secretary-General to convene an Expert Group on the ITRs (EG-ITRs), open to the ITU Member States and Sector Members, with terms of reference and working methods established by the ITU Council, to review the ITRs, and to submit the report of EG‑ITRs to the 2018 session of the Council for consideration, publication and subsequent submission to PP‑18.
The ITU Council at its 2016 session adopted Resolution 1379, providing for:
a)	the creation of the EG-ITRs, open to all Member States and Sector Members, with the terms of reference shown in Annex 1 of that resolution;
b)	preparation by the EG-ITRs:
–	of a progress report to the 2017 session of the Council;
–	of a final report to the 2018 session of the Council for submission of the report to PP‑18 with the Council's comments;
c)	the Directors of the Bureaux:
	–	each within their field of competence, with advice from the relevant advisory group, to contribute to the work of EG-ITRs, recognizing that the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) has most of the work relevant to the ITRs;
	–	to submit the results of their work to EG-ITRs.
The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Hammamet, 2016), considering ITU‑T's acknowledged leadership in the work of review and revision of the ITRs, adopted Resolution 87 (Hammamet, 2016), on participation of ITU-T in the periodic review and revision of the ITRs, in which, recognizing in particular the importance of ITU-T study groups' input to the ITU-T contributory process to EG-ITRs, as appropriate and where necessary, it resolved to submit the result of those activities to EG-ITRs.
At its first meeting, EG-ITRs agreed that, pursuant to the above, the Directors of the Bureaux should invite relevant study groups in their respective ITU Sectors to prepare contributions to EG‑ITRs.
Consequently, the relevant study groups are hereby invited to prepare such contributions.
The EG-ITRs website is at: http://www.itu.int/en/council/eg-itrs/Pages/default.aspx. It contains all relevant information, as well as links to the websites of the previous groups having considered this topic.
Contributions, questions and other materials which could be considered by EG-ITRs in its work of reviewing and revising the 2012 ITRs should be submitted to the corresponding advisory groups for onward transmission to EG-ITRs.
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