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	Summary
This report summarizes ITU activities related to the preparations for the fifth World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (WTPF) and the implementation of Decision 562 (Council 2011).
Action required
The Council is invited to endorse this report and to approve the Decision in the Annex which specifies the dates for the 5th World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (14‑16 May 2013).
___________
References: 
Resolution 2 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010), Resolution 101 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010), Resolution 102 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010), Resolution 133 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010), Decision 562 (Council 2011)



1.	Introduction
1.1	The ITU World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum was established by the 1994 Kyoto Plenipotentiary Conference and is covered by the provisions of Resolution 2 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010). 
1.2	The purpose of WTPF is to provide a forum where ITU Member States and Sector Members can discuss and exchange views and information on emerging telecommunication/ICT policy and regulatory matters especially on global and cross-sectoral issues. 
1.3	Resolutions 101, 102 and 133 were revised at PP-10 in Guadalajara (2010) and related activities are already being undertaken by ITU within the framework of its strategic, operational and financial plans. Document C12/28 summarizes ITU Internet activities related to the implementation of Resolution 101 (Rev. Guadalajara): “Internet Protocol-based Networks”; Resolution 102 (Rev. Guadalajara): “ITU’s role with regard to international public policy issues pertaining to the Internet and the management of Internet resources, including domain names and addresses”; and Resolution 133 (Rev. Guadalajara): “Roles of administrations of Member States in the management of Internationalized (multilingual) domain names”.
1.4	The WTPF shall prepare reports and adopt opinions by consensus for consideration by Member States, Sector Members and relevant ITU meetings, bearing in mind paragraph 1.3 above and therefore the need to avoid a contradiction between the themes and the discussions at WTPF and ongoing activities undertaken as part of ITU’s mandate under the aforementioned Plenipotentiary Resolutions, and other decisions of ITU Conferences and Assemblies.
2.	Venue, duration and dates for WTPF-13
By Decision 562, the 2011 session of the Council decided to convene the fifth WTPF in Geneva, Switzerland, collocated with the WSIS Forum 2013, for a duration of three days. Accordingly, Council is invited to approve the Decision in the Annex which specifies the dates for the 5th World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum (14‑16 May 2013).
3.	Themes for WTPF-13
By Decision 562, Council 2011 decided that the Policy Forum would discuss all the issues raised in Resolution 101 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010), Resolution 102 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010), and Resolution 133 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010), bearing in mind paragraphs 1.3 and 1.4 above).
4.	Preparatory process for WTPF-13
4.1	By Decision 562, Council 2011 decided that “in accordance with Resolution 2 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010), the themes shall continue to be based on a report by the Secretary-General, including input from any conference, assembly or meeting of the Union, and on contributions from Member States and Sector Members”.
4.2	A circular letter (DM-12/1003) containing the planned schedule for the preparatory process of the fifth WTPF was sent to membership on 1 February 2012 and can also be found on the ITU website at: http://www.itu.int/en/membership/Pages/letters.aspx. A revised timetable, based on input received from membership at the first Informal Expert Group (IEG) meeting in June 2012, is given below:
	9 March 2012
	Deadline for membership to submit materials considered relevant for the first draft of the Secretary-General’s report. 

	13 April 2012
	Online posting and circulation to membership of the first draft of the Secretary-General’s report (drawn up on the basis of available material).

	15 May 2012
	Deadline for receipt of membership comments on the first draft and additional materials for the second draft. 
Deadline for nominations for a balanced group of experts, to advise the Secretary-General on the further elaboration of the report and of draft opinions associated with it.

	5 June 2012
	First meeting of the group of experts.
Preliminary Second draft of the Secretary-General’s report.

	25 June 2012
	Deadline for receipt of comments on preliminary Second Draft.

	3 July  2012
	Online Posting of Second Draft incorporating comments received (with sources clearly indicated)

	1 August 2012
	Deadline for receipt of comments on Second Draft. And, request for contribution to develop Third Draft, including broad outlines for possible draft opinions.
Invitation letter to all stakeholders to participate in the group of experts

	31 August 2012
	Online Posting of Third Draft and broad outlines for possible draft opinions

	30 September 2012
	Deadline for receipt of comments on Third Draft.

	10, 11, 12 (am) October 2012
	Second meeting of the group of experts 

	10 January  2013
	Online Posting of Fourth Draft including draft opinions

	Feb 2013 (During CWG Cluster of Meetings)
	Third meeting of the group of experts

	1 March 2013
	Finalizing the Secretary-General’s report, and deadline for its publication.

	13 May 2013
	Proposed date for Strategic Dialogue.

	Collocated with WSIS Forum 2013 
(14-16 May 2013)
	Proposed dates for 5th WTPF on Internet-related public policy issues.


4.3 	An internal intersectoral team has been formed to coordinate the preparations for the fifth WTPF.
4.4	All WTPF related information will be posted on www.itu.int/wtpf.
4.5	The first meeting of the group of experts was held on 5 June 2012 at the ITU Headquarters in Geneva. The related documents (including the Report of the Chairman) are available on the WTPF website at http://www.itu.int/en/wtpf-13/Pages/ieg.aspx.
4.6	The Secretariat has reserved CICG (The International Conference Centre Geneva) in Geneva from 13 to 16 May 2013.


5.	Agenda and rules of procedure of WTPF-13
5.1	The draft agenda is included in the Annex of Decision 562 (Council 2011).
5.2	In accordance with Decision 562 (Council 2011), it is expected that the same rules of procedure used for the previous two fora will also be used for the fifth WTPF. 




ANNEX
draft DECISION
Dates of the Fifth World Telecommunication/Information and Communication Technology Policy Forum (WTPF-13)
The Council,
recognizing
	that the world telecommunication/ICT policy forum, as established by Resolution 2 (Kyoto, 1994) of the Plenipotentiary Conference as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002) and the Plenipotentiary Conference (Guadalajara, 2010), shall be maintained, in order to continue discussing and exchanging views and information on telecommunication/ICT policy and regulatory matters, especially on global and cross-sectoral issues,
	noting
	that by Decision 562, the Council decided to convene the fifth World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum in Geneva, Switzerland, collocated with the WSIS Forum 2013, for a duration of three days,
decides
that the fifth World Telecommunication/ICT Policy Forum will take place in Geneva, Switzerland, from Tuesday, 14 May to Thursday, 16 May 2013.
__________________
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