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23 April 2009

Oral report by the Chairman of Working Group 3 to the Plenary on
Emerging telecommunication policy and regulatory issues

Working Group 3 met on 23rd April, 2009, from 2:30pm to 3:45pm to discuss two draft opinions: 

Draft opinion 3: ICT and the environment 
Draft opinion 4: Collaborative strategies for creating confidence and security in the use of ICTs 

Given below are the reports for the two opinions:

1.
Draft opinion 3:
It was proposed and accepted to include an additional para (g) under recognizing that refers to the use of smart technologies to manage power consumption of electrical instruments within the network.
Under invites, the relevant ITU-T Study Group was invited to accelerate its work in the area of ICT Waste management.
A reference to invite the ITU Council “to the study of climate neutrality for all ITU activities” was deleted.

Under section 1) All Member States and Sector Member of invites, a new addition was proposed and agreed upon: “to contribute to the study by ITU on environmentally safe disposal and recycling of discarded ICT equipment and facilities”
In addition to the proposed modifications which were incorporated into the final text of the opinions, the following comments were offered for the further consideration of the ITU membership in the appropriate forums:
· From Netherlands – under noting 
· That obligatory energy-efficiency ICT equipment standards may be adopted, while recognizing the benefits and challenges posed by increased use of ICTs and consequent energy consumption
· From Netherlands – under invites all Member States and Sector Members

· to support the development of obligatory standards for energy-efficient products, (by energy-efficient design of equipment and energy-efficiency during the production and use of products) in accordance with the invitations of Resolution 73 to all ITU-T Study Groups. Existing standards like the Ecodesign legislation and the Energy Star label may be used as a reference point
· From Montenegro

· to consider creation of simulative regulatory framework which may enable smooth switchover from traditional power supply sources to alternative sources of energy for electronic communications equipment, and which might be recognized by market players both as cost reduction and their contribution to mitigation of climate change effects
Comments on the adoption of consistent terminology have been reflected in the current version of the draft opinion. 
2.
Draft Opinion 4:
In para (f) of the recognizing section, an elaboration of the activates carried out under Programme 3 was requested. This has been incorporated. 

It was pointed out that spam is just one of the cyber-threats and a reference should be made to the presence of other existing threats. This distinction has been incorporated to such references in the draft opinion.

In para (1) of the invites the ITU section, a reference to resolution 71 and to other relevant ITU resolutions was added.
In para (3) of the invites the ITU section, “malicious code” was added to the list of threats. 

In para (4) of the invites the ITU section on best practices, a reference to best practices on user-friendly security was added.
In para (9) of the invites the ITU, the list of example entities for ITU to interact with  was expanded to include: the Shanghai Corporation Organization (SCO), Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and IMPACT.

In para (1) of invites Member States, the term “global issue” was replaced by “global threat”

Comments on the adoption of consistent terminology have been reflected in the current version of the draft opinion. 

The chairman thanked the Secretariat for its support, the vice chairman, the interpreters and caption providers. 

Mr. B. GRACIE
Chairman of WGPL3
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