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1 INTRODUCTION

The United States appreciates the general tone of this section as well as the inclusion of relevant portions of the ITU Constitution and Convention to provide context.  We have concerns regarding paragraph 1.9.  The text as originally drafted in the third version of the Secretary- General’s report continues to inaccurately reflect the outcomes of the UN World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS).  While Internet governance was discussed in the WSIS process and is contained in the Tunis Agenda as a section heading, it does not have the same status, nor is it in the same category as “building confidence and security in the use of ICTs,” which is one of the WSIS action lines (Action Line C5 – Building Confidence and security in the use of ICTs).   Please see paragraph 1.9 for our suggestion edits.

2 NEXT-GENERATION NETWORKS (NGNs) 

We wish to underscore the first sentence in paragraph 3.1: “[t]here are many views of what constitutes Next-Generation Networks (NGNs) and a variety of NGN migration paths.”  We would have preferred that the variety of views covering NGNs had been more fully developed in this section.  We would also wish to emphasize that the relationship between Internet and NGN remains open to further discussion and definition.  

3 INTERNET-RELATED PUBLIC POLICY MATTERS

Throughout the course of the Informal Experts Group process, the Unites States raised concerns regarding the accuracy, tone and balance of this section.  Specifically, we remain concerned that the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) are not fully or, in some cases, accurately described.  Please see our suggested edits in the paragraphs in section 4.

4.5.5. Network neutrality

The United States welcomes honest and open discussions on network neutrality.  We recognize that this is a very important and controversial issue and believe that balanced discussion of the network neutrality debate in the Report would guide policy makers and stakeholders who are in the midst of forming opinions and policies on this issue.  We believe the discussions in the Report do not provide a balanced view of the network neutrality debate.  In addition, it is not clear whether the discussion in the Report is intended to summarize the positions that some have taken, or to discuss what the benefits of an open and interconnected Internet are, or what they should be.  

4 EMERGING TELECOMMUNICATION POLICY AND REGULATORY ISSUES
It is important to expand the benefits of ICT and the Internet to people worldwide, and to encourage confidence when using ICTs.  A safe and secure online environment is vital to this effort.  It is particularly critical that children be free to reap these benefits in a safe on-line environment. Creating and sustaining this environment will be on-going and involve multi-stakeholder solutions, including contributions by ITU within its mandate and in partnership with other entities and respecting national legal and regulatory frameworks.  The United States recognizes the important role that the ITU can play with respect to information sharing and protecting children online; however, we remain concerned that issues related to personal privacy and the protection of data addressed in the section are beyond the scope of the ITU’s mandate.
5 THE INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION REGULATIONS
Please note the editorial changes in the text which serve to clarify the status of discussions on these subjects.  In addition, we believe that is important to discuss issues like “fraud” and “misuse,” but also to recognize that these terms have certain national legal and regulatory implications for many Member states.
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