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1 April 2009 (Rev.)
Comments by Japan

For inclusion in the Secretary-General’s Report
Taking into account the progress after the third meeting of the Informal Experts Group, Japan would like to provide comments on the Secretary-General’s Report (dated 28 February 2009) as attached in the Annex. We believe that our comments will further strengthen the SG’s Report.
1. Cloud computing

The general trend in ICT is evolving from the conventional format of distribution of information over telecommunications networks to distribution of services.

“Cloud computing” is a leading example of distribution of services whereby end-users can use the latest services directly through data centers, thereby eliminating the need to own and maintain the associated applications and infrastructure. This is an attractive option not only for developed countries, as it can reduce the burden of equipment maintenance by end-users.

It is recommended that the ITU study standardization, range of service definitions and associated environmental conditions of NGNs dealing with cloud computing which will provide low-cost services to end-users around the world. ITU-T Technology Watch Report 9, 2009 on “Distributed Computing: Utilities, Grids & Cloud” also describes the potential impact on future standardization.
2. Recycling

ICT is increasingly expected to play a key role in tackling global environmental issues such as minimizing the burden on the environment and helping prevent the depletion of resources.

Use of ICT has a major impact on reducing CO2 emissions since ICT equipment and facilities contain considerable amounts of rare metals.

The ITU has been studying environmental requirements for outdoor facilities such as standardization of recycling and safe disposal procedures.

It is important to expand the scope of standardization and to develop environmental requirements for equipment and facilities such as mobile phones and routers in order to reduce the impact on the environment. It is also important to promote safe and low-cost social recirculation of telecommunications equipment through recycling and reuse.
Annex 
(1)　Add the phrase “grid and cloud computing” in the sentence below.
２．AN ERA OF CONVERGENCE
2.6.　As networks and technologies converge, so do the channels for the delivery of content.……This increase of consumer-generated content, the spread of Machine to Machine (M2M) software as a service and grid and cloud computing may cause growth in future traffic and raise issues arising from the use of traffic management and prioritization technologies.

(2)　Add the phrase “grid and cloud computing” in the sentence below.

３．NEXT-GENERATION NETWORKS (NGNs)

3.11. 　The availability of broadband access may also impact end-user behavior. Networks to date have been developed based on the expectation that end-users are mainly accessing webpage-based content from the Internet. However, changes in end-user behavior towards using these access technologies for a greater range of services and applications (including voice, Video on Demand, user-generated content, social networking, grid and cloud computing and peer-to-peer file sharing), as well as the change in the nature of the content available, may result in the need for flexible networks that can accommodate as yet unforeseen demands. 

(3)　Add the phrase “the progress of  cloud computing” in the sentence below.

5 EMERGING TELECOMMUNICATION POLICY AND REGULATORY ISSUES

5.3.7.4. With the progress of IT in assisting socio-economic activity, the growth and expansion of 
ICTs, and particularly the Internet, the expansion in market size of Application Services Providers (ASPs), the diversification of user-transmitting network applications, and the progress of cloud computing  social structure increasingly depends on networks.
(4)　Add one paragraph in “noting” of Draft Opinion 2.

DRAFT OPINION 2 ON THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE ADVENT OF NEXT-GENERATION NETWORKS (NGNs) AND ADVANCED BROADBAND ACCESS
noting

d)   That greater use of services and applications including cloud computing and peer-to-peer file sharing by end-users may result in the need for flexible networks that can accommodate unforeseen demands;
(5)　Move paragraph “b” from “invites Sector Members” to “invites ITU Member States and Sector Members” with the amendment in boldface type.

invites　ITU Member States and Sector Members

b)　To consider developing NGN infrastructures that are inter-operable, conform to open standards and offer access to high-quality and secure services and an improved end-user experience;
invites　 Sector Members


(6)　Add one paragraph in “invites All Member States and Sector Members” of Draft Opinion 3.
DRAFT OPINION 3 ON ICT AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
invites All Member States and Sector Members

iv)   to contribute to the study by ITU on environmentally safe disposal and recycling of discarded ICT equipment and facilities.
