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“The Secretary-General’s Report” in World Telecommunication Policy Forum 2009 (WTPF-09/Doc-1) is an excellent, well structured and comprehensive work covering whole spectra of telecommunications thoroughly documenting issues on convergence , NGN, international regulation, cyber security etc. Although the report is complete in itself, the few suggestions given below may be considered for discussion:

1. The Para 3.10 of the report on “Next generation networks” (NGN) should also include the issues of interoperability of equipments within an NGN network. The interoperability issues within an NGN network are a strong case for achieving more choices and competitiveness. The resolution 76 also instructs to Study Groups about interoperability requirements on NGN equipments, terminals etc. 
The suggested addition in the para 3.10 and Annex 2 : draft opinion 2 on the implications of the advent of next-generation networks (ngns) and advanced broadband access may include the following : 

Absence of interoperability within an NGN network (i.e. between various network elements of an NGN) restricts the use of multi-vendor equipments.
2. The need of developing countries in migrating towards NGN may be fulfilled if there is an availability of product specific documents containing necessary interoperability requirements. 

3. Till recently, the packet or IP traffic was a marginal figure in planning, design and dimensioning of a conventional telecommunication network. However, with the recent trend of carrying voice traffic on packets in the IP based networks, originally designed for providing IP based services, IP traffic has increased many fold. And as such, conventional network planning tools does not seems to be sufficient.    New tools for planning, designing and dimensioning of the IP based network may be useful.  ITU may take a lead in developing a new network planning tool in line with that of Plan ITU. This will go a long way in assisting developing countries to plan their next generation network in an optimised way.
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