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To the organi zers and del egates of the WBI S conference:

The Linux Professional Institute (LPI) congratul ates the participating
nati onal delegations of the World Sunmit on the Infornmation Society, and
the International Tel econmrunications Union and the United Nations under
whose auspices it has been called, for accepting the challenge of defining
a global information society.

Since its inception as a non-profit organization in 1998, LPlI has actively
served its worldwi de community of professional IT practitioners, who have
chosen to work with Free and Open Source Software (FOSS). In response to
the needs of its community, LPlI has devel oped the world' s nost popul ar FOSS
skills certification program which has been delivered in al nbost every
country. In order to ensure the relevance and value of its activities at a
|l ocal as well as global level, LPI has created affiliations with many

nati onal conmunity organi zations to supplenment its thousands of vol unteer
assistants and supporters, its advisory board from across the FOSS
community, and its Board of Directors which spans three continents. In the
service of its community, LPlI has devel oped a sustai nabl e busi ness nodel
while working to inprove access to professional skills, standards and

et hics everywhere on Earth.

The gl obal LPI comrunity understands and appreciates the significance of
the WBI S process; we sought accreditation primarily in order to stage
interactive educational events, designed to assist WSl S del egates in the
fulfilment of the conference's Statement of Principles and Action Plan. It
was al so our intent to assist the WSI S conference in its encouragenent of
FOSS techni ques, as a proven nethod of bridging the technol ogy gap while
decreasi ng technol ogy dependence and creating econonic opportunities in
devel opi ng countri es.

Unfortunately, the events of the | ast week at the Third Prepatory

Committee, in advance of the Geneva Sunmit, have given us cause for alarm

It is with sincere concern that LPI notes the directions WSl S has recently
enbar ked upon, based upon the changes indicated in the drafts docunents of

the last week for both the Statenent of Principles and the Plan of Action
Because this change of direction is so drastic, we have been urged by our
comunity to call to your attention the regressive nature of this new approach

We have seen the | anguage in these docunents shift markedly away from
directions and policies that would cl ose the technol ogy gap between
devel opi ng and devel oped countries. |Instead, we see new | anguage t hat
over - enphasi zes the preservation of policies and activities that, so far
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have made nost of the world increasingly dependent on a very small numnber
of conpani es (sone of which have already been successfully prosecuted in
some jurisdictions because of nonopolistic commercial practises).

In their current form the WSS documents nake no nention of the absolute
requi renents for conmunity-driven, unencunbered standards regarding
networking protocols, file formats, and ot her nethods of comunications
bet ween conputer systems and applications. The | ack of such open standards
effectively separates technol ogy users fromtheir own information, putting
such data under the control of the owners of proprietary formats and
protocols. The current global IT environnent clearly denonstrates that
unregul ated private ownership of such technol ogi es serves to inhibit

i nnovati on rather than encourage it.

St andards exist to protect the users and consuners of technol ogy. As
vendors of technol ogy have technol ogy biases as well as vested interests in
reduci ng freedom of choice, they cannot and should not be expected to
consistently act in the best interest of consuners in matters such as the
definition of standards. While technol ogy sellers may conpete anpngst

themsel ves for dom nance, their collective goals -- often expressed through
"vendor neutral" consortia -- are often quite different fromthose of the
public.

Furthermore, in light of the stated WSl S ains to inprove security, access
and co-operation, it is extrenmely unfortunate that nost references to FOSS
have been dropped fromearlier drafts of WSl S documents. FOSS is not a
technol ogy itself, but rather a set of nethods of devel opment and

di stribution of technology -- as such, FOSS is technology neutral, in
keeping with WBI S ai ns.

Use of FOSS net hodol ogi es has proven to i nprove technol ogy access in

devel opi ng countries; its practise of unencunbered source code openness
assures and i nproves security, as has been denonstrated by governnments and
civil society throughout the world. W believe that WS S will better serve
t he advancenent of the global IT conmunity by recognizing and encouragi ng
FOSS techni ques which are especially useful at pooling resources, both
human and technical. Using FOSS techni ques reduces dependence on

devel opnent fundi ng, encourages self-sustainability, and offers the
potential to create conpetitive IT industries in any country.

LPI is fully aware of the WSl S conference's ability to bring together
governments and civil society in order to inprove the global state of IT
and its potential to reduce poverty and inprove education. W believe that
recent noves to marginalize the value of FOSS do a disservice to the
Sunmit, as well as to those who will come to learn fromit. Enmphasizing
private property in IT, without recognizing its detrinments and w t hout
calling attention to collaborative approaches to I T ownership and

i nnovation such as FOSS, is in our view, a regressive step that would in
fact set the realization of the Information Society backwards rather than
nove it forward.

If the goal of WolSis truly to close the global technol ogy gap rather than
wi den it, innovative approaches such as FOSS must not be ignored. To

de- enphasi ze FOSS whi |l e enphasi zi ng proprietary ownership of |IT resources,
is to increase concentration and dependence while denying freedom and

sel f-sufficiency to those who want and need it.

We urge the WBIS conference to reconsider its current direction, to
re-introduce the encouragenent of FOSS and open standards that existed in
previ ous draft docunments, and to recogni ze that expandi ng the vague
concepts of "intellectual property" w thout specific and concrete lints,
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serves to stifle both innovation and conpetition, while concentrating
control of the world' s IT resources in the hands of the very few. Certainly

you woul d agree that doing so does not advance the visions and goals of the WBI S
Conf erence.
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