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Comments on the WSIS Draft Action Plan of 5 June 2003

from United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

Note: The additions or modifications have been shown in italics

11.
Environmental protection

[Governments and the business community must initiate actions as well as develop and implement, with participation of the public and involvement of civil society organisations, programmes and projects for the environmentally safe disposal (including recycling) of discarded ICT hardware and parts.]

14.
Open standards and open-source software

(last point)

[- standardization efforts for open-source software in the field of terminology..]

19.
ICT manufacturing capabilities 

(3rd point)

Comments: It is suggested to remove the reference to monetary policy targeted at SMEs in the ICT sector.

[- Governments should implement targeted monetary and fiscal policies to support the development of SMEs in the ICT sector (for instance, by relaxing duties, income and import taxes, and by initiating investment funds).]

28. 
Good governance

add third point:

[- The infrastructures and new services should be actively used to disseminate information to the public in order to further the accountability of and transparency in decision-making and to strengthen public support for policy decisions.]

36.
E-Government: 

modify third point:

[- In the better management of financial, human, natural resources and public goods.]

add fourth point:

[- In incorporating public participation in decision-making.]

37. 
E-Business: 

modify first paragraph:


[Enterprises, particularly SMEs, can use ICTs to foster innovation, realise gains in productivity, fight against poverty, promote sustainable development practices, reduce transaction costs and benefit from network externalities.]

38. 
E-learning: 

insert third point:

[- Education for sustainable development should be promoted as a fundamental tool for laying ground for research and development of technologies that help improve the environment and enable people to integrate environmental issues into their perceptions and actions.]

39. 
E-health 

add seventh point:

[- ICTs can be used as highly cost-effective tools to provide easy access to information on transport, environment and health, both in terms of policy and scientific developments.]
41. 
E-environment
Modify the paragraph as follows: 

[ICT-based systems should be established to assess the environmental impact of certain activities and evaluate the environmental consequences of official draft plans and programmes in order to prevent man-made disasters, as well as using ICTs to monitor the operators of production and transport systems that pose the gravest potential threats to the environment.]

Add the following new paragraph after “41. E-environment” and before point “8) Cultural identity…” and paragraph “42. Cultural and linguistic…”

42.
E-safety
[Intelligent transport systems can help to reduce the number of people killed or injured in road accidents and the associated economic losses which have a significant negative impact on the world economy.]
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