amd o, world summit
’ on the information society

Geneva 2003 - Tunis 2005

Document WSIS/PC-2/CONTR/30-E
9 December 2002
English only

International Institute for Communication and Development (IICD)

WSIS: Significance for Youth

This document outlines a proposed set of actions designed to:
1. Educate and engage youth around the world in the themes of the WSIS
2. Give youth a greater voice at the Summit

3. Help ensure that the positive vision of the Information Society that emerges from the
Summit makes a lasting impression on the consciousness of the next generation of world
citizens.

The plan outlined here, especially the final component involving a satellite launch, cannot be
realized unless it sparks the imagination of other stakeholders and becomes a collective project

IICD Support for WSIS: Activities to date

The Netherlands-based International Institute for Communication and Development (IICD) assists
developing countries to realise locally owned sustainable development by harnessing the potential
of ICTs. IICD works with partners in 8 countries (most of them in Africa), and is funded mainly by
DGIS, DFID, and SDC. To date, IICD has been involved in the WSIS in various ways:

1. In the Netherlands, IICD is implementing, together with OneWorld and Hivos, a
consultation on “Building Inclusive Information Societies.” The goal of this activity is to
enhance awareness of the WSIS issues in the Netherlands and to formulate a
recommendation to the Dutch delegation to the Summit, in the EU context.

2. As aleading civil society organisation involved in ICTs for development, IICD has assisted
at most of the major preparatory events including most recently, the planning meeting for
the WSIS Civil Society Online Discussion Forum (UNESCO, 27-28 November, 2002).

3. IICD is supporting and encouraging its partners, especially in Africa, to start engaging with
the WSIS themes. As an example, the May 2002 issue of iConnect Africa, a newsletter co-
published by UNECA and IICD, dealt with Bamako 2002.

4. 1ICD has been involved in preliminary discussions with the Youth Caucus of the WSIS
regarding tying in the activities of the Global Teenager Project with the Youth Caucus
Strategic Plan.
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Learning Circles: Linking classrooms through ICTs

IICD is committed to the idea to bring youth, especially secondary schools, into the WSIS process
in a meaningful way, through The Global Teenager Project and specifically the Learning Circles. A
Learning Circle simply involves linking up to 12 classrooms in a moderated online discussion
supervised by teachers. As such, it can be applied in different ways to suit different contexts.
Learning Circles are organized around solid educational content, and they are also an occasion for
inter-cultural dialogue and learning about ICTs in a hands-on way.

With the support of our network of coordinators, schools, teachers and students, we suggest that the
Learning Circle methodology be employed to enable secondary school students to discuss WSIS
themes with each other in the months preceding the Geneva and Tunis events, shaped in such a way
that the outcome of their dialogue gives voice to the opinions of global youth. /ICD could have
WSIS-themed Learning Circles in place as early as March 2003.

The specific educational content of the Learning Circles may range from a visioning exercise to
science (satellite communications, etc.) to geography, etc. The WSIS themes should serve as a
guideline for developing interesting cross-cultural topics with real educational substance. The
manner of interface between the Learning Circles and the WSIS outcomes remains to be discussed;
this negotiation should go hand in hand with the identification of the content to be discussed by the
students. It is essential that the students have a clear understanding of how their activities are
expected to impact the overall WSIS process and outcomes.

For IICD, and for others in the ICTs for development community, this will be an opportunity to link
many existing “schoolnets” together in a common project. IICD proposes to organise and shape the
process and bring partners to the table. The classroom-based activities require a simple set of online
tools (email lists, web boards), a set of teacher guidelines, overall coordination, and awareness
raising based on engaging education stakeholders and local authorities, essentially convincing them
to incorporate this event into the curriculum as a one-time activity.

The scale of the project may evolve from small scale to large scale. On a small scale we could use
only the existing GTP network, which includes 20 countries and approximately 180 classes (3500
students in total). On a medium scale, we would help implement Learning Circles via our current

partners (SchoolNet Africa, Schools Online and I-EARN).

Longer term, and beyond this circle of current IICD partners, classroom link-up could include an
even larger number of countries, with the buy-in of national education stakeholders. For (local,
regional or national) governments involved, it will be an opportunity to focus attention on the ICT
agenda. The modality can be heavy or light in any given country setting. Modularity and simplicity
will ensure that the classroom activities can be successfully implemented in widely different
cultural and political settings within the limited timeframe and given limited coordination resources.

Much of the long-term impact of this project will be at the personal and local community level. The
students involved in this global exchange will be intellectually engaged not only with their
counterpart classes but with the initiative as a whole, with the WSIS, and at a very personal level
with the meaning of the information society, which they are being asked to define, imagine, and by
extension create.

Summit events

According to our current thinking, the online events will culminate, shortly before the face-to-face
Summit, in a contest or selection process in each region. The basis for selection has not been
determined at this stage. However, in the final phase, representative towns, schools, or other social
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units will emerge, with one or several youths nominated to speak for them in the international
forum and in media events surrounding the Summit, in coordination with the Youth Caucus.

Needless to say that for individuals involved, it will be an unforgettable experience to represent
their school, town, country and generation before the community of nations at this historic event.

At the Summit itself, we propose a demonstration exercise (modelled on the Africa Telecom 99
eventl1]) as a natural inauguration to the proceedings. However this should not be the end of the
youth participation, and we are aware that others have taken the lead in organizing a Youth Caucus.
IICD supports a strong youth-adult dialogue on substantive issues. We believe the presence of
youth at the Summit will help create an environment of respect and will help ensure that all
stakeholder groups stay “under the tent” and engaged in constructive dialogue with each other for
the duration of the Summit.

Satellite launch

Taking the thought experiment a bit further, we imagine that the ITU authorities can make links
with a scheduled communications satellite launch[2l. The webcast launch event (click to see an
example) would be formally tied in to the World Summit process. For the sponsoring consortium,
their launch would be more than just a technological milestone; it would be an event of international
significance, drawing media who will be looking for a “feel good” story with great visual potential,
an exciting way of talking about the World Summit.

The basis for the tie-in is that the satellite itself, the physical object that for years to come will hover
above the earth, sending and receiving human messages, will carry a physical trace of the young
people’s participation, of their vision of the information society. For example, it might be named
after one of their schools; it might have graffiti on its surface, or contain a capsule or plaque
containing something contributed by them. The point is that the satellite becomes “theirs” in a
symbolic sense. Every time they use a mobile phone they may imagine the words travelling up to
“their” satellite and bouncing back down; “their” satellite circling the earth, throwing down a
footprint that covers many nations, continuing to unite them with the peers with whom they
interacted during the classroom events.

This element of the proposal has the added benefit of involving education and telecommunications
infrastructure stakeholders in a joint enterprise which has well-defined roles for each group, each
being equally critical to overall success. IICD’s role here would be to act as liaison between the
educational activities and the space activities; only if the potential satellite partner is Dutch, would
we be in a position to take the lead in negotiations with telecommunications consortia.

In this way the World Summit leaves a tangible trace in the sky and in our consciousness. Each
person who participates, even in the most remote and virtual way, in this experience, has just
visualized and reflected on the “information society” and pictured its global dimensions.

Considerations
1) Time is short. Discussions and decisions must proceed quickly.
2) Working with youth, especially in the South, entails a high level of commitment and

integrity. For the participants, this event could be one of the most stimulating and
motivating of their lives. However, if expectations are not met it can be the most
disappointing. We need to be aware of this in every step we take.

3) IICD is willing to commit time, personnel and some financial resources, but will require
additional financial support and the assistance of strategic partners to impement this
proposal. If the idea is positively received and we can agree on common goals and
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identify likely funders, IICD is willing to take the lead in the process starting with a project
plan.
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The Global Teenager Project
A world class initiative

Imagine how lively a classroom debate on rainforests or HIV/AIDS would be if teachers and pupils
could link up with thelr peers in Ghana or Surinam and get their opinions on the subject! Now, apply
that thought to the school curriculum and you capture the essence of the Global Teenager Project
(GTP). The Global Teenager Project enables classroom discussions to 'go global'. It gives secondary
schools a kick-start In the use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) and it provides
students with a safe, structured environment in which to discuss global issues. It also gives them a
strong basis in communication skills and valuable insights Into other cultures. Finally, it livens up the
whale teaching process as teachers incorporate new ideas and methods into their classes.

School: the missing link

Global advertising, saiellite television and the Internet
have brought an entire generation of teenagers closar
ingether by exposing them to identical images. MNew
ICTs can narrow the gap even further by giving
lsenagers workiwide a safe, structured virtual meeting
place in which they can discuss ideas. School would
seem io be the obvious venue for this, so what is the
story so far? To date, while many schools in
developed countries have integrated |CT skills into the
curriculurm, most schools in developing countrias are
still in this process of are getting connected. What
binds them together is that most schools in developed
as wall as developing countries have not el
succeedad in hamnassing ICTs to a specific purpose
like research or intercultural exchange ar, for instanca,
collaborative and international learning. This Is where
the GTP comes in: it offers schocls a tried, tested and
lew-tech solution,

It is not only the students who benefit; teachers also
get a Iot from the Giobal Teenager network. They can
usa It 1o find out about different teaching styles, as well
as strategies adopted by other couniries to tackle
global educational issues. It also helps them brush up
on thelr cwn ICT skills.

o '\\ r
Li I SR T
“The effacts of globalsation in our culture are that many
peopie are walching TV and lstening fo overseas music.
Long ago the peapie of our cullure used fo piay games

e nhodo and playing drums as thelr enfertainmant,
Quote frem Mucheke High School, Zimbabwe

A wond mass milsdive
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Today, Global Teenagar involves more than 2,500
pupils from 120 schools in Africa, the Canbbean, Latin
Amarica, Europa and the Middle East, and the number
is rising. The Global Teenager Project was launched
by the International Institute for Communication and
Development (ICD) to meet the |CT needs af
students, teachers and secondary schools. Fupils
embrace the Global Tesnager Project bacause it
makes leaming fun and enables them fo meet their
pears all over the world as naver before. Teachers are
inspired because |t provides a new and axciling way to
defiver lessons. Schools are happy Decause it uses
expensive [CT infrastructurs o reach curncular goals.

Intarnational Learning Circles

The powarhouse behind the Global Teenager Project

is the ‘Leaming Circle’ concept, brainchild of Amarican

educator Margaret Rial. In & nutshell, Learning Circles
are web-based, virtual environments for interculiural
exchange and leaming. The Leaming Clrcle set-up
works as follows: twice a year, under the guidance of

facilitators and Country Coordinators, groups of 8 16 10

classas from different schools all over the waorld link up

via e-mafl or the web to form a Leaming Circle. Al
communication iz visible on the Virual Campus
website:  www.ilcdorgfvituaicampus. The  teacher

plays a key role in the process. The classes salect a

tharna from a shortlist of topics ranging from health,

enviranment, human rights, globalisation and ‘my life’.

Far the next ten wesks the secondary school pupils in

aach Leaming Circle e-mail each ether on that ona

topic, using a structured six-phase method:

s Phase 1: Teachers prepare their pupiis to take
part in the Leaming Circles and leam how to
manage incoming mail.

+ Phase 2 (wesks 1-2): Students say 'hallo’ o other
Leaming Circle schools using am open Class
Latter introduaing thamsehves and their school.

+ Phase 3 {week 3): Students sponsor a question

for the Learning Clrcle.
Phase 4 (weeks 4-6): Students answer the
sponsored questions posed in the Leamning Gircle.
Phase 5 (weaks 7-2): Students reflect upon their
thoughts, summarize, and send their final report.

Giobal Tagnager Projact — November 2002
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+ Phase 6 (week 10): Students say 'goodbye’ to
sach other. The Leaming Circle s formally clogad.,

GTP inctudes both English and French Learning
Circles. Anothar added value of the Leaming Circles is
that they do not imposs content on anyone. The
contant i formed by the participanis themselves and
as such reflects local contexts. Schools can
axp-ar"ment with different and amrtlng new appmac:has
io boih ieaming and feaching, shanng their fndEngs
with cther schools,

Partners

GTP owes ils success to local and intermational
collaborative  parinerships. Iis  extensive  network
includes representatives from many different sectors
and at every leval, from schools, governmant bodies
and NGOs, to embassies, corporate entarprises and
other giobal netwarks such as IEARN, World Links far
Dovelopment, and SchoociMet Africa. Everyone is a
valued stakeholder in the Global Teenager Project.

Benefits

Fegular feedback highlights the following benafits:

+ Educational activities — Thesa are regularty
assessed with input from pupils, teachers and the
Country Coordinalons.

+ Intercultural exchange — Stereoiypical images
and preconceived ideas give way 10 a desper
intercultural understanding and sensitivity to other
bellef systems.

+ Lite-long learning skills - Students ara given a
solid grounding in critical thinking, teamwork and
Independant leaming, using ICT media.

« Democratle information exchange - GTP's
virteal environment creates a8 level playing field

whera evaryone is equal and an expert in his or
her awn fisld. Knowledge flows in all directions!

« Lasting friendships are formed which continua
long after the Learning Gircle has ended.

+ Teacher-tralning programmes — Teachers are
taught ICT skills and shown how to integrats ICT in
the classroom using new teaching concepts, such
a3 project-based leaming.

Assess and re-assess

There is no point investing in equiprment and training if,
for whatever reason, & school drops out after six
months. This is why tha Global Tesnager Project
subjacts itself to frequent critical internal and external
assessments and seis realistic goals for isalf.
Feedback is encouraged from all those taking part so
that we can buikd on our successes and learn from our
ristakes, The project also has built-in mechanisms o
ensure long-term sustainability, such as encouraging
lecal invalvement in and ownership of the project;
having Country Coordinators oversse the project on
site and act as trouble-shooters; and parsuading local
businesses fo sponsor schools in thair area,

More information

i you would like io join the Global Teanager Project,
please contact one af the project's programme officers
at globaltesnager@iicd.org. f other schools or
businesses in your country are already participating in
the project we will bring you Into contact with your
Country Coordinater who will instruct you further. For
more information you can also wisit owr website al
wwew fied org/globalisenager.

The Infsmational institute for Communication and Develgpment (NCD) assists developing countries fo realise locally cwned
sustainabie cevalopment by hamassing the potantial of infarmation -und commuication fechnologias (ICTal. NCD reaiises i5

try

lnqmmfwmrmlnﬂm mﬂqﬂm&ﬁmhﬂm
develop and manage Couniry Programmes, which are currantly being implementsd in Bolivia, Burking Fago, Ghans, famaica, Mall,
Tanzania, Liganda and Zambia, Second, Thematc Networks fnk local and intemational parners working in similer aress,
mmmammmmmmmmsmmmﬂmm Thamatic Natworks
focus an sectors and themes ke education, heaith, governance, the emvinonment, ivelhood aoportunilias (especially agricuffire),
and irsining. These effors are supporisd by various informatien and communication activitiss provided by IICD or its partners. ICD
i an indepandant non-proflt foundation, established by the Netherands Ministry for Devalopment Cooparation in 1897, Its com
fundars include the Diraciorate-General for Devalopment Coaparation (DEIS), the LK Department for intemational Development
(DFID) and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC).
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