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1.
Opening of the Summit

The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) will be convened at the GENEVA-PALEXPO Exhibition Centre in Geneva on Wednesday, 10 December 2003.
2.
Election of the President of the Summit and of the President of the Organizational Meeting

Rule 7 of the draft Rules of Procedure of the WSIS (see WSIS-03/GENEVA/DOC/2) provides that the Summit shall elect a President from among the representatives of participating States. 

According to rule 7 of the draft Rules of Procedure of the WSIS (see WSIS-03/GENEVA/DOC/2), the Summit may also elect other officers, as it deems necessary for the performance of its functions. It is proposed to elect separately a President for the Organizational Meeting.
3.
Adoption of the Rules of Procedure

The draft Rules of Procedure of the WSIS (WSIS-03/GENEVA/DOC/2) were adopted  at the third session of the Preparatory Committee on 22 September 2003.

4.
Adoption of the Agenda

The  draft Agenda of the Geneva Phase of the WSIS (WSIS-03/GENEVA/DOC/1) was adopted  at the third session of the Preparatory Committee on 26 September 2003.

5.
Election of other officers of the Summit

Under rule 7 of the draft Rules of Procedure of the WSIS (WSIS-03/GENEVA/DOC/2), the Summit shall elect, in addition to the President, 15 Vice-Presidents, one of whom shall serve as Rapporteur, as well as two ex-officio Vice-Presidents nominated by the host countries of the Summit. Those officials shall be elected on the basis of ensuring the representative character of the 

Bureau. The Summit may also elect such other officers, as it deems necessary for the performance of its functions.
6.
Organization of work

At the third Session of the Preparatory Committee, on 26 September 2003, the Preparatory Committee adopted the proposed Format of the Geneva phase of the WSIS (WSIS‑03/GENEVA/DOC/3). In accordance with those decisions, it is proposed that the Summit be composed of an organizational meeting, 5 plenary meetings and 3 high-level interactive round tables. The organizational meeting, scheduled on Wednesday 10 December morning, will deal with Agenda items 1 to 7a and 8.

It is proposed that the organizational meeting be followed in the afternoon of Wednesday 10 December by the Opening Ceremony of the Summit, which will begin with the assumption of the Presidency by the President of the Summit. The Opening Ceremony shall be followed immediately by the first Plenary meeting (Agenda item 9: General debate). The second and third Plenary meetings  are proposed for Thursday 11 December morning and afternoon and shall continue to hear statements under Agenda item 9. The third Plenary will also deal with Agenda item 7b, Report of the Credentials Committee. The fourth and fifth Plenary meetings are proposed for Friday 12 December morning and afternoon and will continue to hear statements under Agenda item 9. The afternoon Plenary  shall, besides hearing the last statements under Agenda item 9, deal with  Agenda items 11 to 16. The three Round tables (Agenda item 10) will be held in parallel to the Plenary meetings. 

A draft Time Management Plan (WSIS-03/GENEVA/ADM/2) is being distributed.
7.
Credentials of representatives to the Summit


a)
Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee 

Rule 5 of the Draft Rules of Procedure of the WSIS (WSIS-03/GENEVA/DOC/2) provides that a Credential Committee of nine members shall be appointed at the beginning of the Summit and that its composition shall be based on that of the Credentials Committee of the General Assembly of the United Nations at the time of the respective Summit phase, which consists for the Geneva phase of the Summit of the following States: Antigua and Barbuda, Cape Verde, China, Costa Rica, Ethiopia, Fiji, New Zealand, the Russian Federation and the United States. In case a State contained in this list does not participate in the WSIS, it is proposed that said  State be replaced by a State from the same region.
7.
b) Report of the Credentials Committee

In accordance with rule 5 of the Draft Rules of Procedure of the WSIS (WSIS‑03/GENEVA/DOC/2), the Credentials Committee shall examine the credentials of the delegations of the States and of the European Community. It is proposed that the Committee report to the Summit during the third Plenary  on Thursday 11 December afternoon.
8.
Report of the Preparatory Committee

The Summit will hear the Report of the Preparatory Committee.

9.
General debate

The Plenary Meetings of Wednesday 10 December afternoon, Thursday 11 December morning and afternoon and Friday 12 December morning and afternoon will hear statements by heads of delegations, in accordance with the customary protocol that  heads of State or Governments speak first, followed by Ministers and other Heads of Delegation. The speaking order has been established by drawing of lots on 3 November 2003. The time per speaker in the Plenary is limited to 5 minutes (3 minutes for observers). A light signal will indicate to the speaker the time remaining. 
10.
Round tables

On the afternoon of Wednesday 10 December (1) and on the morning and the afternoon of Thursday 11 December (1 each), 3 Summit roundtables will be held in parallel to the Plenary meetings. Heads of State and Government, and in their absence, Ministers, will attend, together with high level representatives of International Organizations, civil society and business sector entities, represented at the highest level. The document “Format of the Geneva Phase of the WSIS" (WSIS/GENEVA/DOC/3) contains the details of organization. Reports of the 3 roundtables will be annexed to the Report of the Geneva phase of the Summit.
11.
Report from multi-stakeholder Events

On the afternoon of 12 December 2003, at its fifth Plenary, it is proposed that the Summit hears summaries of some major related events. The time limit for speakers will be 3 minutes. The list of speakers will be determined by the President of the Summit with the support of the Secretary-General of the Summit.

12.
Adoption of the Declaration of Principles

On the afternoon of 12 December 2003, at its fifth Plenary, it is proposed that the Summit adopts the Draft Declaration of Principles. 
13.
Adoption of the Plan of Action

On the afternoon of 12 December 2003, at its fifth Plenary  it is proposed that the Summit adopts the Draft Plan of Action.
14.
Arrangements for the Tunis phase of the Summit

On the afternoon of 12 December 2003, at its fifth Plenary, the Summit will have before it for adoption the Draft Arrangements for the Tunis phase of the Summit. 
15.
Adoption of the Report of the Geneva phase of the Summit

The Summit will adopt a report on its activities, a draft of which will be prepared by the Rapporteur and presented to the Summit for its approval.
___________


