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UN-HABITAT, United Nations Human Settlements Program

Contribution to the PrepCom I

Content and themes for the WSIS

“Brief Summary”

The Digital City:

The focus of the theme is the empowerment of cities and city managers and all actors of the civil society especially women and excluded groups in the informatization process. It addresses  the issues of information and knowledge sharing and capacity building within the framework of City to City cooperation and city networking.

E-Governance is a pre-requisite platform for equality and progressive social integration and for narrowing the digital divide within the city and in between cities at both the national and regional levels. 

Although, the theme addresses specifically the cities and the urban centres, however, it will also address the linkages between the rural areas and the urban centres through a special focus on “Crossing the urban boarder towards an E-Rural”.

The theme will benefit from UN-HABITAT expertise in the operational and normative activities as resulted from existing programmes and projects such as the Best Practice and Local Leadership Program, the Global Urban Observatory databases and indicators and the finding of the Global Campaigns on Good Urban Governance and on Secure Tenure.
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