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CONTRIBUTION FOR THE WORK OF THE WSIS PREP-COM-1

TÜRK TELEKOMÜNIKASYON A.S., TURKEY

As a member of business community, we are very appreciative of the encouragement of the participation of non-governmental organizations as well as governmental ones to the preparatory phase of WSIS and the Summit itself. This is an appropriate and necessary recognition of the fact that the Information Society phenomenon that stands before the whole world needs the contribution of a wide range of stakeholders, without which the digital opportunity would cease to be an opportunity for the welfare of nations.

WSIS is a unique opportunity for the presentation of issues and proposals from the useful points of the views of all stakeholders, it is also a unique opportunity to move towards a shared understanding of the Information Society phenomenon and synergy for the Action Plan, which is one of the prominent goals of the Summit.

In order to derive substantial benefits from the Action Plan, it should comprise concrete, observable and measurable steps to address the necessary challenges, issues and activities.

There are two fundamental objectives that are to be attained on the path to the Information Society, which have not yet been attained by the majority of countries: Bridging the digital divide and providing universal access, both of which depend crucially upon the efficient management and undertaking of investment. This is just where the business community can come to the fore as the competent realising force for these objectives.

The business community can properly function in accordance with economical and financial constraints. Considering that bridging the digital divide and providing universal access is needed in areas which may be characterized by unfavourable circumstances for investment, to stay on a fair and sustainable track, mechanisms are needed to guarantee that the business community can afford to do what it is required to do. These mechanisms should also be included as observable and measurable steps of the Action Plan.

We propose two such mechanisms, mainly as follows:

1. A durable funding mechanism in each country that is to be used to finance investment in ICT infrastructures in underdeveloped areas.

2. In order to minimize any errors in the planning and implementation of the infrastructure, the business community should be an active member of the relevant decision-making procedures beyond the usual demand-supply relationship.

We hope that these proposals will be of use in considering what the business community can offer for the success of our ambitious goals for the Information Society. We would like to use this opportunity to convey our best wishes for the success of the whole  WSIS process.
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