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RESOLUTION 18 (REV.WRC-23)

Relating to the procedure for identifying and announcing the position of 
ships and aircraft of States not parties to an armed conflict 

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Dubai, 2023),

considering

a) that ships and aircraft encounter considerable risk in the vicinity of an area of armed 
conflict;

b) that for the safety of life and property it is desirable for ships and aircraft of States not 
parties to an armed conflict to be able to identify themselves and announce their position in such 
circumstances;

c) that radiocommunication offers such ships and aircraft a rapid means of self-identification 
and providing location information prior to their entering areas of armed conflict and during their 
passage through the areas;

d) that it is considered desirable to provide a supplementary signal and procedure for use, in 
accordance with customary practice, in the area of armed conflict by ships and aircraft of States 
representing themselves as not parties to an armed conflict,

noting

that Recommendations ITU-R M.493 and ITU-R M.1371 may include appropriate signals for the 
digital selective-calling systems and automatic identification systems in the maritime mobile service,

resolves

1 that the frequencies for urgency signal and messages specified in the Radio Regulations 
may be used by ships and aircraft of States not parties to an armed conflict for self-identification and 
establishing communications; the transmission will consist of the urgency or safety signals, as 
appropriate, described in Article 33 followed by the addition of the single word “NEUTRAL” 
pronounced as in French “neutral” in radiotelephony; as soon as practicable, communications shall 
be transferred to an appropriate working frequency;

2 that the use of the signal as described in the preceding paragraph indicates that the 
message which follows concerns a ship or aircraft of a State not party to an armed conflict. 
The message shall convey at least the following data:

a) call sign or other recognized means of identification of such ship or aircraft;

b) position of such ship or aircraft;
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c) number and type of such ships or aircraft;

d) intended route;

e) estimated time en route and of departure and arrival, as appropriate;

f) any other information, such as flight altitude, radio frequencies guarded, languages and 
secondary surveillance radar modes and codes;

3 that the provisions of Article 33 relating to urgency and safety transmissions, and medical 
transports shall apply as appropriate to the use of the urgency and safety signals, respectively, by such 
ship or aircraft;

4 that the identification and location of ships of a State not party to an armed conflict may 
be effected by means of appropriate standard maritime radio equipment (for example automatic 
identification system (AIS) or long-range identification and tracking (LRIT)); the identification and 
location of aircraft of a State not party to an armed conflict may be effected by the use of the secondary 
surveillance radar (SSR) system in accordance with procedures to be recommended by the 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO);

5 that the use of the signals described above would not confer or imply recognition of any 
rights or duties of a State not party to an armed conflict or a party to the conflict, except as may be 
recognized by common agreement between the parties to the conflict and a non-party;

6 to encourage parties to a conflict to enter into such agreements,

requests the Secretary-General

to communicate the contents of this Resolution to the International Maritime Organization, the 
International Civil Aviation Organization, the International Committee of the Red Cross, and the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies for such action as they may 
consider appropriate.
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