INFORMAL GROUP FOR THE PREPARATIONS FOR WRC-2003

SUMMARY OF THE FIRST MEETING 

15 MARCH 2001

GENEVA

Opening Remarks:


The first meeting of the Informal Group in preparation for WRC-2003 was held on 15 March 2001, in Geneva, during the Ninth Meeting of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG-2001).  The meeting was lead by Mr. Bruce Gracie, Canada, as an interim measure, because the new Chairman had not yet been designated.  The purpose of the meeting was to establish the new Informal Group in preparation for the WRC-2003, seek information on the Regional preparations to date, and discuss the possible program for the Informal Group.  Mr. Gracie advised participants that as in the past, all discussions are informal and participants may speak in an individual capacity, i.e., not on behalf of their country or organization.  As well, summary records will reflect general opinions of the Group and be written in an anonymous fashion. 

WRC-2000 Experiences & Recommendations for WRC-2003 Preparations:


Mr. Gracie invited participants to share their experiences from the previous Informal Group in preparation for the WRC-2000 and provide recommendations of improvement for the new Informal Group in preparation for WRC-2003.  It was their general opinion that the Informal Group for WRC-2000 was a good way to exchange views and identify issues, and was successful in its recommendations for structure and prospective chairmanships and vice-chairmanships; however, the Group was less successful in including among its discussion topics the issue of future agendas, with a view toward keeping the number of new WRC agenda items to a minimum, i.e., on the most part because of the inability to identify costs and priorities.  Everyone did agree, however, that the Group should attempt to address the future WRC agenda items earlier in the process by identifying the problem areas and providing them to the Regional Organizations for review.  It was confirmed that the ERO Council had already allocated resources to prepare a Comparison Document for WRC-2003 to assist in the preparations.  Participants all agreed that the availability of documents on the ITU web site as provided through the BR was very useful, including the links to the web-sites of the Regional Organizations, e.g., APT, CITEL, CEPT, and ERO.  
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Regional Preparations:
Participants advised of the following regional preparations:  

· Arab Group - Mr. Nabil Kisrawi, Syrian Arab Republic, reported that the Arab Group hopes to commence preparations before the end of 2001; 

· Mr. Francois Rancy, France, advised that the CEPT/CPG met last February and identified 4 CPG Groups to commence WRC preparations and review ITU-R Studies. As well, a Preliminary Brief has been completed.  He advised that the CPG is to meet from 5 - 7 September 2001, and in February 2002; 

· Mr. Hugh Railton, New Zealand, advised that the APT had its first organizational meeting last year and identified 6 Working Groups similar to the CPM structure.  The next APT WRC-03 Preparatory meeting is to be held from 4 to 7 June 2001, in Bangkok to discuss proposals being developed.  He noted that the agenda item 1.21 on terrestrial interactive multimedia applications is causing much confusion;   

· Mr. Karl Nebbia, USA, advised that CITEL has held two meetings to date: an organizational meeting; and a second meeting in Panama to develop background statements on WRC agenda items and re-work procedures to formalize them – to date one country has provided its preliminary views.  He advised that CITEL is to meet from 11-15 June 2001, in Ottawa, and 17-21 September 2001, in Guatemala.

Next Meeting:

Participants agreed that the Informal Group’s prime focus should be to identify the difficult WRC-2003 agenda items based on the Regional Organization’s preliminary views.  There was much discussion on when the Informal process should commence and the possible schedule/structure; however, no conclusions were reached.  Mr. Gracie advised that the next Informal Group meeting could be during the next RAG to discuss views on structure and possible chairmanships.  As well, he advised that consultations are continuing regarding the designation of the Informal Group Chairman. 

2
1

