Summary of the Informal Group for WRC-2000 Preparations Meeting

Saturday, June 19, 1999 - Geneva

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming the participants.  Mr. Anders Frederich of Sweden joins the group as Vice-chair. A website for the Informal Group has been established and can be found at the following address:   http://www.itu.int/brconf/wrc-2000/informal-group/index.html .  The website will be used to facilitate the sharing of information and contains a contact list, the summary record of the previous meeting as well as links to other relevant websites and documents submitted by Informal Group participants.  In response to Resolution 72, the Chairman welcomed the assistance of Mr. R. Smith from the BR, and Mr. A. Bairi from the BDT in these informal preparations. 

The schedule of future international meetings was discussed.  This information will be posted on the Informal Group website and will assist in the scheduling of regional meetings in order to avoid  overlaps.  Mr. Smith indicated that the BR would like to know which meetings would be useful to attend.  The BR wants to leave it up to the meeting organizers to extend an invitation to the BR should the organizers wish to have the BR provide advice and expertise.

It was mentioned that at the previous Informal Group meeting that assistance from the BR and BDT would be sought in setting up an African Group meeting to provide information on WRC-2000 preparations.  Mr. Smith stated that he wasn’t aware of what steps had been taken to coordinate such a meeting but would look into the matter.   Participants noted that there was an information session for WRC-97 following the CPM.

The Chairman discussed the possible conference structure for WRC-2000 indicating that the objectives of this group are to narrow down the options as much as possible to give the BR some direction. Mr. Smith stated that the BR needs to get the conference structure resolved as soon as possible since it would assist in their preparations including the appointment of  secretaries etc.  The discussions were based on the US proposal to the 1999 RAG meeting and a CEPT proposal tabled at this meeting.  The two proposals are presented in ANNEX A along with comments made during the Informal Group meeting.  

One item to be considered at the next meeting of the Informal Group is the identification of challenging issues for the conference, and possible options for their resolution.

In closing the meeting, the Chairman indicated that he was open to suggestion on how to optimize the work of the Informal Group and improve the working methods.  The US suggested that the name of the group should be changed as a result of the possible negative interpretations of the word ‘informal’ in Spanish.

The next meeting of the Informal Group will take place on Tuesday, June 22, 1999 at 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. in Room ‘E’ of the Varembe Building.

ANNEX A

Proposed structure of WRC-2000


US Proposal contained in RAG99-1/13 15 Feb. 1999
CEPT Proposal 

(Replaces French proposal to RAG99 Meeting)
Comments

Committee 1
Steering
Steering


Committee 2
Credentials
Credentials


Committee 3
Budget
Budget


Committee 4
Regulatory Matters
Regulatory Issues


WG 4A


AP S30/30A
· Review of the Plans (1.19, 1.21) (Res. 53)

· Administrative Procedures (1.19bis, 1.20) (Rec. 35)
Satellite Coordination Procedures
· AppS30/S30A procedures (1.19bis, 1.20) (Rec. 35)

· PP-98 Resolution COM5/17
· CEPT proposal to have technical issues regarding BSS planning dealt with in GTPlen A, the regulatory issues related to BSS replanning are to be dealt with here

· The BR representative indicated since RES COM5/21 deals with processing charges for sat. network filings, it would be useful to have 1 WG look at Res. COM 5/17 & COM 5/21 in the same group

· Mr. Kisrawi indicated there may be difficulties in the interpretation of the first item in the US proposal.

· The US considers planning as a regulatory matter

WG 4B
Plenipot-98 matters
· Resolution COM5/1

· Resolution COM5/11

· Resolution COM5/17

· Resolution COM5/19

· Resolution COM6/1

· Resolution COM5/21 (Cost recovery for satellite network filings)
Plenipot -98 Resolutions
· Resolution COM5/1

· Resolution COM5/11

· Resolution COM5/19

· Resolution COM5/21


WG 4C
Other regulatory matters
· Review of footnotes (1.1) (Res. 26)

· Review of AP S3 (1.2)

· Review of AP S7 (1.3)

· MMSS earth stations in 4/6 GHz on board ships (1.8) 

· Incorporation by Ref. (2) (Res. 27 & 28)

· Review of Res/Recs (4) (Resolution 95) 

· Coordination of regulatory matters
Other Reg. Issues
· Review of footnotes (1.1) (Res. 26)

· Review of AP S3 (1.2)

· Review of AP S7 (1.3)

· Earth stations on-board vessels (1.8)

· Incorporation by reference (2) (Res. 27 & 28)

· Review of Res./Recs (4) (Res. 95)
· US does not have a strong view on the differences between the two proposals, since this is considered a “catch all” WG

· Mr. Kisrawi sees AP S7 and item 1.8 as possible problem areas

Committee 5
Allocation matters
Allocation Issues
· The number of WG agreed to although dividing line between issues/items differs in two groups

· It was suggested that the number of WGs could be reduced from 4 to 3

WG 5A
MMS, AMS, RNAV, MSS issues
· Review of the use of the HF bands by the mobmar &  mobaero (R ) (Res. 346) (1.7)

· Feasibility of an MSS allocation (space-to-Earth) in the 1 559 ‑ 1 567 MHz range (Resolution 213/220) (1.9)

· Feasibility of a generic MSS allocation in the 1.5 ‑ 1.7 GHz range (Resolution 218) (1.10)

· Review of WW NGSO MSS allocations, below 1 GHz (Resolution 214/219) (1.11) 

· Allocation issues related to RNAV Sat (1.15)

· Digital technologies in mobmar, AP S18, (Resolution 342) (1.18)
MS, RNAV, MSS and RNSS
· Review of the use of the HF bands by the mobmar & mobaero (R) (Res. 346) (1.7)

· Feasibility of an MSS allocation (space-to-Earth) in the 1 559 ‑ 1 567 MHz range (Resolution 213/220) (1.9)

· Feasibility of a generic MSS allocation in the 1.5 ‑ 1.7 GHz range (Resolution 218) (1.10) 

· Review of WW NGSO MSS allocations, below 1 GHz (Resolution 214/219) (1.11)

· Allocation issues related to RNAV Sat (1.15) 

· Digital technologies in mobmar, AP S18, (Resolution 342) (1.18)
Proposals are the same

WG 5B
Wideband access
· IMT-2000 (1.6) 

· HDFS and impacted services (1.4) (Resolutions 126, 128, 129, 133, 134, 726)

· High altitude platforms (1.5) (Resolution 122)
IMT-2000 (1.6)
· The US indicated that the number of WGs could be reduced from 4 to 3 provided IMT-2000 was kept in the same group with HDFS

· Mr. Broere noted that there was a possibility that the IMT-2000 issues may completely take over the satellite matters therefore the CEPT proposal separated out this agenda item

WG 5D
Space science services
· Passive allocations above 71 GHz (1.16) (Resolution 723)

· Passive allocations at 18 GHz (1.17)
HDFS & Space Science Service (WG 5C)

· High density FS (1.4) (Res. 126, 128, 129, 133, 134, 726)

· High altitude platforms (1.5) (Res. 122)

· Passive allocations above 71 GHz (1.16)(Res 723)

· Passive allocations at 18 GHz (1.17)


WG 5C
NGSO FSS
· Sharing conditions (1.13) (Res. 130, 131, 538) 

· NGSO MSS feeder links in 15 GHz (1.14) (Resolution 123)

· Feeder links of NGSO MSS and GSO FSS in 20/30 GHz (1.12) (Resolution 121)
NGSO FSS (WG 5D)

· NGSO FSS (1.13) (Res. 130, 131, 538) 

· NGSO MSS feeder links in 15 GHz (1.14) (Resolution 123)

· Feeder links of NGSO MSS and GSO FSS in 20/30 GHz (1.12) (Resolution 121)
Proposals are the same

Committee 6
Editorial
Editorial
· Mr. Kisrawi raised the issue of the limitation and power of the editorial committee to modify the work of the conference.  This is in relation to Res. 538, and the change from GSO to NGSO by the Committee.  
· The US did raise the concern of these modification with ITU

GTPLEN
Agendas for future WRCs (7.2)
GTPLEN-A 

AP S30/S30A Review of the Plans (1.19, 1.21)(Res. 53)




GTPLEN-B 

Agendas for future WRCs (7.2)
· Mr. Kisrawi note that the GTPlen dealing with agenda items requires more time during the conference to avoid problems experienced at the previous conference

All Committees:


-
Items for urgent studies by ITU-R Study Groups (6).
-
Consequential changes to the Radio Regulations (3).



Plenary:

-
Activity report of Director (7.1).
-
Report from the Assembly (5).



