INFORMAL GROUP FOR THE PREPARATIONS FOR WRC-00 AND RA-00

MEETING HELD 20 JANUARY, 2000

GENEVA


A meeting of the Informal Group, under the chairmanship of Bruce Gracie (Canada), was held on 20 January in Geneva during the eighth meeting of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group. The purpose of the meeting was to continue discussions on the structure and prospective chairmanships and vice-chairmanships for the WRC, as well as to take the opportunity to initiate Radiocommunication Assembly (RA-00) discussions. Issues associated with the RA included those addressed by the meeting of the RAG, the proposed structure of the Assembly, possible chairmanships and vice-chairmanships, as well as proposals for the chairmanships and vice-chairmanships of the ITU-R Study Groups.

WRC Issues


It was noted by the Chairman that only one item remains unresolved as far as the structure of the WRC is concerned, viz., the disposition of procedural issues associated with the review of Appendices S30/30A (agenda items 1.19bis and 1.20). There is one body of opinion which prefers the allocation of these issues to Working Group 4A of Committee 4; another body of opinion has indicated a preference for all agenda items (i.e., 1.19, 1.19bis, 1.20 and 1.21) to be considered by a Working Group of the Plenary.


As far as the list of prospective chairmen and vice-chairmen is concerned, it was reported that Alan Ashman (Australia) can no longer be considered as a candidate for Working Group 4B; therefore, there are no candidates at the moment for the 2 substantive working groups of Committee 4, or for Working Group 5D of Committee 5.  Discussions on this matter will continue in the final meetings of the regional organizations preparing for the Conference, including the CEPT, CITEL, APT, Arab Group and African Group. With regard to the schedule of the final meetings themselves, it was reported that the determination of the venue and exact date of the WRC working group of CITEL is subject to further consultations, although the week of 13 March in Brazil is a possibility.


With respect to the status of proposals, it was announced that many common regional proposals and those of individual administrations are about to be submitted to ITU. Roger Smith of the BR explained that the procedure for posting documents on the Web is slightly different from past practice: upon receipt of a letter from the Secretary-General, Member States will have the option of declaring their preference to withhold posting of their proposals; otherwise, proposals will be posted 3 days after receipt in the original language.  The translated version of the proposals will be posted subsequently.  All proposals are available to TIES users; for those who are not TIES users, access will be granted as soon as registration is received by ITU. Access will continue throughout the Conference until 30 June. In addition, information concerning hotel bookings, etc. can be found on the following Web site: http://www.itu.int/brconf/

As presented to the 7th meeting of the CPG in Stockholm, a document showing a comparison of positions by agenda item among selected regional organizations and administrations was distributed at the Informal Group meeting.  Updates of the various positions were requested to be sent to Mr. Andreas Geiss, European Radiocommunication Office, at the e-mail address: geiss@ero.dk.  It was noted that the document will be posted on the ERO FTP Server Web site: http://www.ero.dk/.  Other regional groups and administrations not appearing in the document are encouraged to provide summaries of proposals to facilitate comparisons between positions. 

Radiocommunication Assembly Issues


The Informal Group Chairman noted that a number of important issues were addressed by the RAG, which are candidates for further review by the RA in May. Such issues include the following: the status of associates; the scope of a new ITU-R study group on broadcasting; the review of the ITU-R study group structure; future disposition of the work on IMT-2000 in ITU-R and ITU-T; review of the CPM process; and the alternative approval procedure for ITU-R Recommendations. The intention is to address these and other possible issues at the next meeting of the Informal Group.


As far as the structure of the RA is concerned, Mr. Rossi of the BR outlined the following:

Committee 1 (Steering)


Chairman (Region B)







Vice-chairmen (Regions A, C, D. and E)

Committee 2 (Budget)



Chairman, 1 or 2 Vice-chairmen

Committee 3 (Editorial)


Chairman, 2 Vice-chairmen 

Committee 4 (Organization and Structure)
Chairman, 1 or 2 Vice-chairmen

Committee 5 (Working Methods)

Chairman, 2 Vice-chairmen


The Chairman of the RA was confirmed as Mr. E. George (Germany). Consultations will continue with regard to the other management/leadership positions for the Assembly. It was explained that those seeking such positions need a certain knowledge of the work of the study groups, and will not likely be considered if already occupying a chair or vice-chair position in the WRC. It was further noted that the Chairman or Vice-chairmen of the RAG, as well as members of the RRB, could be considered as possible candidates.


With regard to the chair and vice-chair positions for the ITU-R study groups, a document was distributed at the meeting listing the various leadership positions in the existing ITU-R structure. It was agreed to add an additional column indicating the candidates for various positions including the RAG and Special Committee. Some prospective candidates have been the subject of discussion at recent regional meetings; it was noted that others will be identified in future meetings. The list of possible candidates, which should be considered as preliminary at this stage, includes the following:

Study Group 4
(Chairperson)


Mr. Y. Ito (Japan)

Study Group 8 (Chairperson)


Mr. C. van Diepenbeek (Netherlands)



(Vice-chairperson)

Mr. T. Mizuike (Japan)

Study Group 9 (Chairperson)


Ms. V. Rawat (Canada)



(Chairperson)


Mr. V. Minkin (Russian Federation)



(Vice-chairperson)

Mr. A. Hashimoto (Japan)

New Study Group 10/11 (Chairperson)
Mr. A. Magenta (Italy)



(Vice-chairperson)

Mr. J. Kumada (Japan)



(Vice-chairperson)

Mr. S. Glotov (Ukraine)



(Vice-chairperson)

Mr. H. Kussmann (Germany)



(Vice-chairperson)

Mr. V. Stepanian (Iran)



(Vice-chairperson)

Mr. K. Paul (India) 



As explained by Mr. Rossi, the BR Director will issue a letter inviting the membership to confirm or nominate candidates for the various positions.


As a final item of note regarding the RA, at the request of the UK support is sought for the final approval at the RA of a draft new Recommendation IMT-RSPC, which describes the detailed radio interfaces for IMT-2000 terrestrial and satellite components. 


With regard to the future of the informal group process, it was suggested that an evaluation of the effectiveness of the current procedures be undertaken in the context of Resolution 72; accordingly, any proposed modifications could be discussed at the next meeting of the Informal Group.  In addition, it was agreed that all documentation for consideration at the next meeting be posted on the Informal Group Web site to permit those unable to attend the meeting to provide comments.


The next meeting of the Informal Group will be held on Wednesday, 5 April in Geneva at ITU Headquarters during the next meeting of the Working Group on ITU Reform. 
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