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Resolution GSC-10/03: (Joint) Broadband Services in Rural and Remote Areas

GSC-10

Recognizing:

a) that broadband services could assist in the social and economic development in rural and remote communities by attracting and retaining businesses and professionals;

b) that broadband services can help link schools, local government and individuals to the larger world and help rural and remote communities to develop and market themselves;

c) that there is increasing demand for broadband services in rural and remote communities;

d) that there are challenges in delivering broadband services in areas with low subscriber densities and in some cases a lack of existing infrastructure;

e) that standardization of broadband wireless access (BWA) systems is currently taking place in Participating Standards Organizations (PSOs);

f) that well-accepted standards have the potential to increase product availability and to support a diverse range of applications which can benefit the delivery of broadband services in rural and remote communities;

g) that through the emergence and evolution of technology, there are increasing  opportunities to develop broadband access systems employing both wireline and wireless technologies;

h) that evolving convergence of certain mobile and fixed service technologies and applications may help in the development of telecommunications services in rural and remote communities;

i) that telecommunications needs may vary considerably between communities in rural and remote areas;

j) that the telecommunication requirements of developed and developing countries are similar but the implementation challenges may be vastly different;

k) that there has been limited deployment to date of broadband services in rural and remote communities because of higher costs;

Considering:

1) that various countries and regions are establishing broadband deployment programs, including wireless broadband, in recognition that broadband has the potential to enhance the quality of life in rural and remote communities (e.g., strengthening economy, improving health care, creating new learning opportunities)*;

2) that the World Summit on Information Society (Geneva, December 2003) adopted a plan of action calling on countries to develop and strengthen national, regional and international broadband network infrastructure, including delivery by satellite and other systems, to help in providing the capacity to match the needs of countries and their citizens and for the delivery of new ICT (Information and Communication Technology)-based services.

Resolves:

1) to facilitate a strong and effective global radio standards collaboration on BWA standardization;

2) to encourage PSOs and other standards bodies to develop harmonized broadband access standards to support delivery to rural and remote communities that address their unique geographical, operational and technical challenges;

3) to encourage PSOs to take into account, in the development of broadband standards, the need for cost-effective solutions; 

4) to encourage PSOs to develop innovative solutions that would support the use of lower frequency bands to achieve greater coverage and reliability for the delivery of broadband services in rural areas and; 

5) to encourage PSOs to take into account in the development of broadband standards, evolving technology and application trends that could support deployment of broadband systems in rural and remote areas. (e.g. hybrid wireline and wireless architectures; convergence of certain mobile and fixed service technologies and applications).

* 	For example: Asia (� HYPERLINK "http://www.asia-bb.net/en/" ��http://www.asia-bb.net/en/�), Australia (� HYPERLINK "http://www2.dcita.gov.au/ie/framework/broadband#strategy" ��http://www2.dcita.gov.au/ie/framework/broadband#strategy� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.wa.gov.au/tiac/broadband/contents.htm#TopOfPage" ��http://www.wa.gov.au/tiac/broadband/�), Canada (� HYPERLINK "http://broadband.gc.ca" ��http://broadband.gc.ca�), Europe (� HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/information_society/eeurope/2005/index_en.htm" ��http://europa.eu.int/information_society/eeurope/2005/index_en.htm�), United Sates (� HYPERLINK "http://www.fcc.gov/broadband/" ��http://www.fcc.gov/broadband/� and � HYPERLINK "http://wireless.fcc.gov/outreach/ruralinitiative/" ��http://wireless.fcc.gov/outreach/ruralinitiative/�).





