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OPENING SPEECH

First of all, I wish to welcome you all to the WMO Secretariat and to Geneva and say how pleased I am that it has been possible for you all to be present here today.  It is indeed a pleasure for me to open this Seminar on Use of Radio Spectrum for Meteorology: Weather, Water and Climate Monitoring and Prediction which, for the first time, is a joint ITU and WMO event.  In this regard, I wish to welcome our Colleagues from the International Telecommunication Union and in particular Dr. Valery TIMOFEEV, Director of the ITU Radiocommunication Bureau, and to express my appreciation and gratitude for the very fruitful coordination and collaboration between our two Organizations which have made it possible to organize this joint seminar, with the participation of experts from NMHSs of WMO Members and of national radiocommunication organizations from ITU Administrations.
Surface-based and space-based, in-situ and remote observation systems, including meteorological systems such as meteorological satellites, radiosondes, weather radars, wind profiler radars and spaceborne remote sensing provide information about the Earth’s atmosphere and surface which is used for climate, weather and water monitoring, prediction and warnings, natural disasters risk reduction, support of disaster-relief operations and for planning preventive measures for adapting to and mitigating the negative effects of climate change.  Most of these observing systems rely on radio-based applications.  The recent World Climate Conference 3 emphasized that enhancements to observing systems should be further implemented wherever feasible, filling gaps in spatial coverage and in the range of variables measured, improving measurement accuracy and frequency where needed, increasing use of operational platforms for satellite sensors, ensuring adequate monitoring of urban and coastal conditions, and establishing key high-quality reference networks.
The Fourteenth World Meteorological Congress in 2007, by Resolution 4, has stressed the crucial importance of radio frequencies for meteorological and related environmental operations and research, and for disaster risk reduction for meteorological activities. It stressed that some radio-frequency bands are a unique natural resource due to their special characteristics and natural radiation for passive sensing of the atmosphere and the Earth surface that deserve absolute protection.  It has urged all WMO Members to do their utmost at national, regional and international levels to ensure the availability and protection of suitable radio-frequency bands, and appealed ITU and its Member Administrations to ensure the absolute protection of the passive sensing radio-frequency bands and to give due consideration to the WMO requirements for radio-frequency allocations and regulatory provisions.  The WMO Congress also noted with appreciation the very favorable outcome of recent World Radiocommunication Conferences as regards items of concern for Weather, Water and Climate related activities. 

The pressure on radio frequency bands will continue with the increasing development and expansion of new radiocommunication systems, and the Fourteenth World Meteorological Congress re-emphasized the importance of continuing to safeguard and protect the frequency allocations to meteorological systems and environmental satellites.  
The primary goal of this seminar is to provide information and facilitate exchange of the experience of National Meteorological Services and Radio-Frequency Spectrum Management Authorities on the use and further development of radio-based space and terrestrial systems and applications employed for weather, water and climate monitoring and the relevant radio-frequency spectrum management activities.   I am very pleased to note the large attendance of experts from all regions of the World, and I wish to re-iterate my gratitude to the lecturers and to our colleagues from the Radiocommunication Bureau of the International Telecommunication Union for their cooperation and contribution to this joint ITU-WMO seminar.

I am confident that the Seminar will contribute to ensuring the availability and protection of essential radio-frequency allocation for Weather, Water and Climate Monitoring and Prediction activities, as well as facilitating the most efficient use of the spectrum allocated to related observing systems on land, at sea, in the atmosphere and in space.  I thank you again, for your presence and for the time and effort you will devote to these matters, and I wish you a fruitful participation and a pleasant stay in Geneva.

